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Monſicur H * * * 

On the moſt antient Gods or K ings of 
Egypt, and on Mercurius Triſme- 
giſtus. 


S IX, 
IN CE you requeſt me to communicate 
8 the Reſearches I have made with regard to 

the celebrated Mercurius Triſmegiſtus ; and 
that you inform me your Curioſity was 
powerfully excited, from the Particulars I re- 
lated to you of him in our laſt Converſation 3 
I ſhall not plead an excuſe from the great diff - 
culty there is of getting light into the moſt re- 
mote Ages of the Egyptians, finding that you 
your ſelf would willingly be eas'd of the trou- 
ble of enquiring into them. | 
_ I will begin then by acquainting you that 
Egypt being calld in the Old Teſtament ſome- 
time the Land of (a) Ham, and at other times 
the Land of (b) Mizraim or Meſren, there is no 
room to doubt but that this delightful and fruit- 
ful Country was peopl'd after the Confuſion of 
Tongues by Ham and his Deſcendants. We are 
told by Foſephns the Hiſtorian, that this Patriarch 
came firſt and ſettled in the Lower Syria, between 
the Mountains of Amanus and Libanus ; and that 
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des afterwards exrended theis Dominica 


as far as the great Ocean; but that the Names 
they gave to the principal Countries are ſo much 


chang'd, that 'tis impoſſible to know them. He 
tells us farther, that (c) Cy/b one of the four Sons 
of Ham, was a Prince of the Ethiopians, which 
People till the Age wherein he liv'd, were call'd 
Cuſbi in the Hebrew Tongue. He adds a cir- 
cumſtance which is greatly to the advantage of 
the Hebrew Tongue, and ſhews the Antiquity of 
it, viz. That the Names of the primitive Nations 


have changed, in proceſs of Time, with other 


People; but that they have ever remain'd the 
ſame among the Hebrews. | ns 

This. Author obſerves farther, that Phut who 
was another of Ham's Sons, firſt carried Inhabi- 
tants into Libya, for ſo Africa was called in the 
Infant Ages; and he proves this, from a Ri- 
ver's being called Phut in Mauritania, which Ri- 
ver is mentioned by. ſeveral Greek Hiſtorians, 
who alſo take notice of the Country that is con- 


tiguous to it called Phulb, the Inhabitants where- 


of are called Phuthei, but that their Names were 
changed, becauſe of a Son of Meſraim called Li- 


bys. He alſo tells us that Egypt was called M.. 


ren from Meſraim, and that the Egyptians were 


called Meſræi for the fame reaſon. With regard 


to Canaan the fourth Son of Ham, he inhabited 
the Land of Canaan, which is now called Fudea. 

This, Sir, 1s the Foundation of the Syſtem, 
which I intend to preſent you with at this time, of 


the firſt Inhabitants who began to repeople Egypt; 


to enact Laws in it, and to render it illuſtrious 
by Study, by Knowledge, and by the practice of 
the Arts and Sciences. But before I proceed far- 
ther, I will call ro your remembrance what you 
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5 
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T3 
undoubtedly know as well as my ſelf, viz. That 
the Egyptians gave the title of Gods to their firſt 
Kings; that theſe invented Aſtrology, notwith- 
ſtanding the aſſertion of thoſe who aſcribe it to 
the Chaldeans; and that they firſt gave Names 
to the Stars and Planets, which the Greeks and 
Romans tranſlated into their Languages in a dif- 
ferent manner. This I obſerve to you here, be- 
cauſe I ſhall make an Application of ir in the 
| Sequel, 1 | 
Tou are alſo to obſerve, that the Greeks, who 
did not begin to emerge from their Barbarity and 
groſs Ignorance, till the Egyptians ſent Colonies 
among them, were alſo determin'd, many Ages 
after the firſt Kings of Egypt, to have Gods of 
their own Nation; and to theſe they gave the 
ſame Names as the Egyptians had beſtowed on 
the Founders of their Monarchies. This has in- 
troduced a confuſion and perplexity in our re- 
ſearches into the origin of the ancient Gods of 
Paganiſm ; for we have but very few particu- 
lars relating to the Primitive Ages, and for this 
we are indebted to the Greeks: And their Books, 
which are almoſt the only ones wherein we meet 
with any Footſteps of Antiquity, aſcribe to the 
Heroes of Greece the honour of a more remote 
Antiquity, although this be due to the firſt Kings 
of Egypt only. LS . 
In fine, I am to obſerve to you, that the few 
materials which remain in Hiſtorians, relating to 
ſo diſtant an Antiquity, are neither drawn up in a 
proper order, nor clear and diſtinct enough, to 
form a body of Hiſtory. For this reaſon 'twill be 
neceſſary ro extend them, and to ſet them in a 
clearer light. This therefore, Sir, I'll endeavour 
to do, with all the diſcretion I am maſter of ; and 
without deviating, in any manner, from the opi— 
nion of ſuch Authors as I ſhall think proper to 
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make uſe of. Don't therefore expect from me 


ſuch a Critique, as is often more curious than uſe- 
ful. I am ſincere; and if in an enquiry, of ſo 


difficult a nature as this, I ſhould not always diſ- 
cover the truth ſo plainly as you and I could 
wiſh ; I yet ſhall, be ſatisfied with having found 
out as much as can be known on this ſubject. 
Theſe particulars being then ſuppoſed, I ſhall 
tell you with Joſepbus, that after the ſeparation 
of the Sons of Noah, and their departure from 
the place where they had built the Tower of Babel; 
Ham ſhap'd his courſe towards the lower Syria, 


accompanied by his four Sons, Cuſh, Phut, Miſ- | 
raim and Canaan, and followed by all who were 


ſprung from them ſince the Deluge; the number 
of their Deſcendants being greatly multiplied, be- 
cauſe of the long Life which Mankind enjoyed in 
thoſe Ages; and which God indulg'd them, for 
the deſign which his Providence had formed, of 
repeopling the World in a ſhort ſpace of time. 
This Patriarch having ſojourn'd ſome Years in 


the Country where he firſt ſtopt, left his Son Ca- 


naan there, in order to inhabit and people tt. He 
afterwards went away from thence with the reſt 
of his People ; and carried his other three Sons 


into the Country, which from his Name is called 
in Scripture the Land of Ham, and is that part 


of Egypt, which includes the Upper and Lower 
Thebais. He ſetled in this delightful Province, 


becauſe the Inundations of the Nile are not ſo 
extenſive there, and becauſe this Country pro- 


duces a great number of things very neceſfary to 
the ſupport of Mankind. According to Diodo- 


rus Siculus, the Ægyptian Prieſts related, that the 
primitive Inhabitants of their Country, uſed to 


live on Herbs and Roots, and particularly on one 


called by them Agriſis, which is good both for 
Mien and Horſes: That they afterwards lived on 


" Fiſk 
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| Fiſh, and then on the Fleſh of Animals; but He- 


rodotus mentions a great number of other Plants 


which are ſtill more uſeful, ſince Bread might be 


made of ſome of them. However, it muſt be 
confeſs'd that Ham, who was Son to Noah, whom 
the Scriptures declare to have been ſkilful in Huſ- 
bandry, could not but know the art of tilling the 
Ground, of ſowing and getting in Corn, If the 
Egyptians have not aſcribed the invention of theſe 


things to Ham, the reaſon of it is, his Deſcen- 


dants were not as yet ſo numerous as they became 


afterwards; and met with Proviſions ſufficient for 
_ themſelves, without their being obliged to plough 


the Ground, Nor are we to doubt but that Ham 
had the knowledge of the true God. He was 
born before the Flood, and had been witneſs to 
the wonders which God had wrought in favour 
of Noah his Father, and of all his Family to which 

he belong d. He muſt alſo have been acquainted 


with the principal Arts, and with ſuch Sciences as 


are moſt uſeful and neceſſary. Now, if the in- 
vention of theſe is aſcribed to Mercurius Triſine- 
giſtus, the reaſon is, that having learnt them from 
him, he afterwards improv'd, and taught them in 
a more orderly and regular manner. Be this as 
it will, this firſt King of Egypt lived a great num- 
ber of Years in it, governing his People with all 
imaginable gentleneſs, and preſerving a moſt juſt 
and exact equality between them, without obliging 


them to labour, or ſubjecting them to any Tribute 


during the whole courſe of his Reign. Tis this 
gave occaſion to the Age of Gold, which the Po- 
ets relate to have exiſted in the time of Saturn and 
Rhea, by which Names Ham and his Wife were 
called in Egypt, as we ſhall declare in the ſequel. 


ö He was greatly regretted after his Death; and 


Nations growing ſuperſtitious from the effect of 
the Climate, conſider dhim as a God, rather than as 
ö . | +, 
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a King or mortal Man; whence his Sons took oc- 
caſion to aſſume to themſelves the title of Gods 
even in their Life, time. e 

After the deceaſe of this good Monarch, Egypt 
was divided between his three Sons, (d) Cub, 
Phut and Miſraim; Cuſb, as being the elder, 
choſe for his ſhare Upper and Lower Thebais, 
which his Father had made his principal Re- 
ſidence. He built ſeveral Cities there, one where- 
of is called Chus to this Day. It appears very 
probable, that he laid the foundation of the fa- 
mous City of Thebes, which has been ſo much 
embelliſhed, and made ſo large and magnificent 
by his Succeſſors. Tis to this Prince I alſo 
aſcribe the ſource and origin of all the falſe Dei- 
ties, as will ſoon be made evident. He reign'd 
in a haughty, deſpotic manner, enacting Tri- 


butes from his People, and obliging them to at- 


tend upon him as his Guards, and to exerciſe mi- 
litary Weapons. *Tis this Monarch, who finding 


his Subjects inclined to honour his Father Ham 
as a God, was ſo far from checking them, that 


he himſelf would be called God, by way of emi- 
nence. *Twas in his Time alſo, that the Planets 
began to receive their Names from thoſe of the 
Gods, I mean from the Egyptian Kings and Prin- 
ces, The higheſt Planet was called Saturn, from 
the name of Ham, which the Greeks have rendred 
by that of Chronos : And the higheſt after Saturn 
is Jupiter, whom the Greeks call Dios, a word 
which ſignifies both God and Jupiter. The five 
other Planets have been call'd from the five Chil- 


dren of him who was call'd Dios by the Greets, 


and Jupiter by the Romans, viz. Mars, Apollo 
or the Sun; Mercury, Venus, Diana or the Moon; 


all who were born in Egypt, had Cities built in 


4 Or Chus, 5 
their 


FI 
their Names in that Country, and were ador'd in 
it as Gods, having their Temples, Prieſts ' and 
Sacrifices, This proves, as I before obſerv'd, 
that Aſtrology firſt began in Egypt; that Cuſo 
or Chus is the ſame with him who is call'd Ju- 
piler, he being the Son of Saturn, who is no other 
than Ham, and Father of thoſe whoſe Names have 
been given to the five other Planets. Thus Sir, 
you ſee that the firſt Gods owe their origin to 
| Egypt; that we are not to ſeek for them in any 
1 other Country; and that 'tis to no purpoſe for 
th the Greeks to declare they were born among them; 
1 and to point out, as the places of their Birth, 

ſuch Cities as they were firſt worſhipped in, af- 
ter having heard of thoſe Gods from the Egyptians; 
or ſuch as ſignalized themſelves by their particu- 
lar Worſhip. | 
I *Tis, moreover, indiſputably true, that Jupiter 
1 Ammon is one of the moſt antient Gods of Egypt; 
5 that he was honoured in Thebes and among the 
Ammonites, with much greater Veneration than 
any other. Many learned Men imagine that 
E this Jupiter is the ſame as Ham, but they did 
9 not conſider, that the Greets did not give the 
4 Name of Dios to Ham, but that of Chronos, as 
much as to ſay the moſt ancient Time, or Time 


by way of eminence; and that the Name of Ju- 
pier Ammon can ſuit his Son Chus only, who 

* reign'dafter him, and who is certainly the ſame 
> as he whom the Greeks called Dios. The Egypti- 
ans added to this Name that of his Father Ham; 
I nothing being more natural than to call a Son 
4 after his Father's Name. As to his being call'd 
4 Ammon (Hammon) and not (e) Chammon, this can 
3 ariſe from no other cauſe than the difference of 
4 (e) Ham 7s called Cham in the Latin c. We call it Ham 
1 in our Tranſlation, becauſe he is ſo called in our Verſion of the 
of ©1d Teſtament. | 
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[8] 
pronunciation : For the Eaſterns as well as the 
Germans pronounce Ham gutturally with a ſtrong 
aſpiration, and ſo it ſeems to ſound Ham and 
Hammon as though it were writ Chammon. 

But to return to the Hiſtory of Cyſh, Tis 


| probable that this Prince preſided ſome Years 
over Egypt, and that during his Reign, as well as 


that of his Father, Mankind had multiplied con- 
ſiderably; and as the higher Egypt lies near to 
Ethiopia, which is of vaſt extent, this prompted 
Cuſb to carry a conſiderable Colony thither in or- 


der to People it; perhaps too with the deſign 


of enlarging the extent of his Dominions, to 
which he doubtleſs was prompted by God 
himſelf, who would not ſuffer any part of the 
Farth to be uninhabited. He therefore left 
Egypt, taking a great number of his Subjects along 
with him, in order to gain the Title, as Foſephus 
tells us, of Prince of the Ethiopians. And now, 
that he might appear more haughty and terrible, 
even to his own People, he dreſs'd his Head with 
an attire of a very ſingular kind, for he fixed 
Rams Horns on his Brow, which gave the firſt 


hint of Helmets, ſince worn by Warriors; and 


*tis for this reaſon, that Caſb or Jupiter Ammon 
was repreſented under the figure of this Animal 
in his Temples. He found Ethiopia to be of a 
greater extent than he at firſt imagin'd, for which 
reaſon he ſpent the remaining Years of his Life in 
peopling it, ſo that he never return'd again into 
Egypt. Ofiris govern'd Thebais in his abſence, and 
after his Death aſſumed the Title of King of it. 

| Phut or Phuth the ſecond Son of Ham, had for 
his ſhare, the lower Egypt, that is, the Country 


which extends from the Lower Thebais to the 


Mediterranean, at leaſt all the habitable part of 


it. He choſe that part for the principal Seat of 


his Reſidence, near which the City of Memphis 
+: . was 


199 
was afterwards built. *Tis from the name of this 
part, that Phut or Plut has been call'd the God of 
Hell. Now, don't fancy, Sir, that this is a mere 
Chimera, or a bare Interpretation of the Name of 
Pbut. Diodorus Siculus informs us, that Serapis was 
thought in Egypt to be the ſame with the Pluto 
of the Greets; and Joſephus, who aſſerts that Phut 
firſt carried a Colony into the center of Africa, 
muſt have ſuppoſed, that he at leaſt went through 
Egypt, in order to ſettle himſelf in that Country. 

I therefore don't think, that my aſſertion will be 
irrational, when I declare that Phut reigned ſome 

Time in that Egypt which I call the Lower; ſince, 
in caſe he is made to ſet out ſooner for Africa, 
tis not probable he could have Subjects ſufficient 
to People a Country of fo vaſt an extent. Other 
arguments occur, which appear to me ſtrong 
enough to ſupport the conjecture I am going to 
advance. 1 8 

The Country in which Phut ſetled, was be- 
come very unhealthy, by the Inundations of the 
Nile, which iſſuing from Thebais where that Ri- 
ver is confin'd to narrow bounds, grew afterwards 
wider, and ſpread with ſo great a rapidity, that 
it overturn'd Houſes, and form'd Lakes and Mar- 
ſhes, which it was impoſſible to paſs over; for 
the Egyptians had not yet in that Age, dug the ſe- 
veral Canals by which that River is emptied, and 
which prevents its making ſuch dreadful havock. 
The putrid exhalations which were rais'd by the 
Sun beams, ſoon engender'd the Plague, that 
dreadful Diſeaſe, and common ſcourge of Egypt. 
It feiz*d the Subjects of Phut, and ſwept away 
ſo great a Number of them, that this Monarch 
was calPd from thence, the God of the Dead; 
for he alſo was called God, a Title which per- 
haps in that Age was of the ſame impart _ 
| | OI. bs that 
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that of King. Phut, to prevent putrefaction from 


fpreading ſo dangerous a Diſeaſe, caus'd the Bo- 
dies of thoſe who were dead of the Plague, to 
be carried on the other ſide of a Lake to which 
the Name of Acberon was given, and of a Marſh 
which was called Cocytus. Tis from hence that 
Orpheus, who had travell'd into Egypi, borrowed 
the deſcription of Hell, which he gave to the 


Greeks, and which the other Poets adapted and 


enrich'd with their Fictions. However, as theſe 
ſeveral precautions could not ſtop the wild ha- 
vock that was made, nor the calamities which 
the Plague occaſioned, he reſolved to leave a 
Climate which was ſo unhealthy and ſo fatal, to 
his Subjects; and left it, according to Joſephus, 
in order to go and people the Center of Africa, 


where he laid the foundation of a new Empire 
which devolved upon his Deſcendants. *Tis from 


him, to obſerve this tranſiently, that ſprung Alas, 


Heſperus, Titan, and other ancient Princes, whoſe 


Names are known by that of the Provinces in 
which they reign'd. I even can't ſay whether 
Phut did not croſs afterwards into Spain, for ſome 
Authors declare that Pluto lived in that Country. 

Miſraim or Meſraim, the third Son of Ham, 
had for his ſhare that part of Egypt which is 
contiguous to Libya, and extends along the ſhores 
of the Mediterranean. He was more fortunate 
than his Brother Phuz, the Country which fell to 
him being much dryer and healthier z ſo that his 
People multiplied there in a ſhort time, and 
ſpread themſelves over all that part of Africa 
which has even been call'd Libya. As Meſraim 
inhabited the ſhores of the Mediterranean, he was 
the firſt who built Veſſels to plough the liquid 
Main, whence he was look'd upon as God of the 


Sea; for, after the example of his Brethren, he 
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aſſum'd the Title of God. We nevertheleſs muſt 
confeſs, that (F) Nathpubim his Son, who is men- 
tioned in (g) Geneſis, was the original of Nep- 
tun“ s Name, becauſe he, in proceſs of Time, be- 
came more renowned for his Voyages, than Mef- 
raim his Father had been; ſo that the Sovereignty 
of the Seas has ſince been aſcrib'd to Neptune: 
Ta having thus made but one Divinity of 
the Father and Son, who have been confounded 
together. . . 
This Diviſion of Egypt between the three Sons 
of Ham or Saturn, gave occaſion to the Poets 


to declare, that theſe three Princes, ſirnamed 


Gods, and known by the Names of Jupiter, 
Pluto, and Neptune, had divided the Empire of 
the World between them. By the way, from 
Meſraim, Egypt has been called Maſren, and that 
becauſe the part of this Country which he poſ- 
ſeſs'd, was firſt known to other Nations, who, 
for many Centuries, had very little correſpon- 
dence with Upper Egypt; they trading with that 
part of it only which Meſraim had peopled, and 
to which the Sea gave them accels. 

We may ' ſuppoſe with great probability, that 
Meſraim, being inſpired by the ſame genius as his 
Brothers, was not contented with the Diviſion which 
had been allotted him; but that he left Egypt, 
with the view of eſtabliſhing new Colonies, in 
imitation of the examples they had ſet him. For 
I find by my Authors, that a Son of Saturn firſt 
reign'd in the Iſle of Crete, which is now called 
Candia. This firſt King, if I conjecture right, 
can be no other than Meſraim, who only was 
able, in that Age, to fail into that Ifland, by 
the aſſiſtance of Ships. If my conjecture 'is not 
falſe, Meſraim being the firſt who reign'd in the 


(F) Or Nephtuim. ) Chap. x. 
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[ 12] 
Inland of Crete, muſt be the Ouranos or Cælus 
of the Greeks, who had a Son that ſucceeded him, 


to whom Authors gave the Name of Chronos or 


Saturn, whoſe Son was alſo called by them Dios 


or Jupiter. Now according to ſome antient Tra- 


ditions of the Greeks, the Princes of Crete went 
into Greece, even carried on Wars, and gain'd 


ſome Conqueſts in that Country; but they don't 


fay that theſe Princes came originally from Greece 3 
nor that any Grecian Colony was ever carried 
into the Iſland of Crete, whence we may preſume, 


that the firſt Inhabitants of that Iſland came from 


Egypt, whither People might eaſily be convey'd 


by Sea. In this manner the Greeks would alſo be 


oblig'd to confeſs, that their firſt Gods owe their 
original to the Egyptians, ſince they muſt have be- 
gun from Meſraim who reigned over part of that 
Country. Ig, | 

Be this as it will, I will lay it down as a cer- 


tainty, that Natbpubim Son of Meſraim firſt foun- 


ded the Kingdom of Libya, which he call'd from 
his Wite Zibys; ſo that it can be no other than 
Labim, according to Joſepbus, who gave his Name 
to Libya; unleſs that Author meant Nathpubim 
by Labim, or elſe confounded theſe two Names 


mentioned in Geneſis, which we might natural- 


ly preſume, ſince he does not once mention 
Nathpubim. Nevertheleſs, we cannot deny but 
that this laſt Name gave riſe to that of Nep- 
tune, which ſeveral of his ſucceſſors in the King- 
dom of Libya have bore as well as he; and for 
this reaſon, Hiſtory mentions him in different 
periods. The Egyptians, indeed, look'd upon 


Neptune as a God, but then they did not pay him 
any Worſhip, becauſe, as they declared, the Liby- 


ans only had inform'd them of him, to whom 
they left the care of paying him divine Honours. 
But although there have been ſeveral of thoſe who 
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all bore the ſame Name, and who made them- 


ſelves known, in different periods, by their Na- 
val Expeditions, they nevertheleſs have been all 
confounded with the firſt Nepiune, although tis 


_ neceſſary to diſtinguiſh them, for the better illuſ- 


tration of ancient Hiſtory. 7 
I cannot forbear obſerving, that theſe antient 
Kings of Libya muſt have been vaſtly rich, 


powerful and ſplendid. Of this we have a proof, 


in the diſcovery that has been made in this Age, 
not far from the City of Tripoli, of a Monu- 
ment which is fo grand, that it muſt neceſſarily 


have coſt prodigious Sums. An extraordinary 
high Wind, having carried off to a vaſt diſtance 


the Sands with which the Country thereabouts is 
covered, upwards of {ix hundred Marble Columns 
were found. According to ſome People there 
are upwards of two thouſand, it being evident 
that a great Number lie ſtil] undiſcover'd. The 
late (4) Mr. de Seignelay, a Stateſman equally in- 
quiſitive and ſumptuous, had form'd a deſign, to 
enrich France with this valuable piece of Anti- 
quity. He had already cauſed threeſcore of them 
to be brought even to Paris, and theſe Columns 
are wrought according to the moſt exact rules of 
Architecture. We may preſume, that his cu- 
rioſity wou'd not have ſtopt there, had he not been 
ſnatch'd ſo ſoon from the World. The Learned 
ſuppoſe that theſe Columns ſerved as an avenue 
to ſome Temple or Palace ; but we don't find 
the leaſt footſteps in Hiſtory, either of the Reign 
of theſe firſt Kings of Libya, who emulated the 
magnificence of the ancient Kings of Egypt, or 
of the great number of Nations, who muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have exiſted in their Time, *Tis ve- 
ry probable, that ſome violent Hurricane cover- 


(e) Son te the famous Mr. Colbert. c 
ed, 
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[14] 
ed, on a ſudden, this wide-extended Coun- 
try with ſo great a quantity of Sand, that Nati- 
ons, Cities, Temples, Palaces, and all other 
footſteps of its being peopled, were ſo completely 
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| iwallowed up, that not the leaſt remembrance has 
1 been left of them; for Libya, according to He- 
1 ro dolus, was not known to the Greeks till they ſent © 
* Colonies into it, who firſt ſetled on the Se- 
5 Coaſts, and afterward built the Cities of Bara 
1 and Cyrene. | 2 
Wi To return to Egypt, the diviſion of which a- 
15 mong the three Sons of Ham I have ſetled, I am to 
| inform you, that after theſe three Princes had 
"y left the Country which had been aſſigned them, 
1 Cuſb, in order to go into Ethiopia, Phut into the * 
4 center of Africa, and Meſraim into Crete; al! 
1 this great Kingdom was united under Oſiris, whoſe 
1 Hiſtory T will now relate to you, as I find it in 
1 Diodorus Siculus. According to this Hiſtorian, tage 
bt Egyptians aſſerted that the firſt who reigned over 
14 them was the Sun, that is to ſay, that before 
1. Egypt was inhabited, the Sun only who enlighten- 
1 edit, had Power over it. They declared, that after 
4 him Saturn was their King, who married Rhea 
1 his own Siſter, who, according to ſome Writers, 
1 brought him Ofiris, and, according to others 
is | Jupiter and Juno, which laſt opinion is the moſt 
18 probable, for all Authors who. mention Ofiris, © 
„ declare him to be the Son of Jupiter. Now, as 
"is | this Jupiter is Cuſb, the Son of Ham, as we have 


| already prov'd, there is no room to doubt but 
| that Oſiris was Son to Cuſb, and Grandſon to Ham, 
[= - | who is the ſame with Saturn. This Prince was 
| born at the time that Ham left the Lower Syria, 
in order to travel into Egypt. He came into the 
World in the very ſame Place whereon'was built, 
in honour. of his Birth, a City which was called 
Ny/e, in which he was brought up. It ſtood in 
Arabia 


. 


— — 
— — 
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Arabia Felix not far from Egypt. Homer places 
it on a high mountain in the neighbourhood of 
Phenicia, where, he ſays, O/iris was the firſt who 
ever planted the Vine, whence he has been acknow- 
ledged the God of Wine. *Tis from this City 
that Ofiris is calld Dionyſius, as much as to fay 
the God of Ny/a; for this Prince was alſo called 
Dios, whence he has ſometimes been confounded 
with Jupiter his Father. „ 

I before told you, Sir, that Ojiris govern'd his 


Father's Kingdom, after his leaving it in order 


to go into Ethiopia; and that after his Death, 
he declared himſelf ſole Monarch of it. I will 
now tell you, that he united in his own Perſon the 
Territories which had been allotted to Phut and 
Meſraim his two Uncles, who were gone into other 
Countries: Nathpubim his Couſin German having 
reſerved to himſelf but a very ſmall part of Egypt 
in the neighbourhood of Libya. Ofiris having 
thus obtain'd a quiet Poſſeſſion of his Dominions, 
thought it would be neceſſary for him to take a 
Journey into #7hiopia, probably in the view of 
inheri:ing ſome Part of his Father's Dominions in 


that Country. And indeed, he appointed Anteus 


Governor of that part of it which he preſerv'd, 
and added to this Government, the part of Libya 
which is in the neighbourhood of Ethiopia; for 
the Country which Nathpuhim or Neptune poſſeſ- 
ſed, lay rather towards the Sea than towards the 
Upper Region. This Prince married fs who 
was his Siſter, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe 
Ages. Three of his Children only are mention'd, 
vix. Anubis, Macedo and Orus, the laſt of whom 
ſucceeded him in the Kingdom of Zgypt, but they 
ſuppoſe him to have had the Brothers following, 
Mars, Apollo, Mercury, Pan, Vulcan, Hercules 
and Typbon; and for his Siſters, Venus, Diana, 
Lucina or Luna, Minerva and Latona. All theſe 

7 5 have - 


f 16 ] 
have been look'd upon as Deities by the Egyptiant, 
who built Temples to their Glory, inſtituted Sa- 
| crifices, eſtabliſhed Prieſts, and paid them di- 
1 vine Honours in particular Cities: But we are 
| to except Typhon, whoſe Memory was had in 
Abomination, becauſe he had murther'd Oſiris, 
il who was a Prince highly eſteemed, and very dear 
{tl to his Subjects. . 
"ih Some Years after the Expedition of Ethiopia; 
| Oſiris undertook a much more conſiderable one, 
which was to pierce as far as India, towards the 
| Eaſt. He took three of his Brothers with him, 
{lf viz. Mars, Apollo, Pan; and two of his Sons, 
1 Anubis, who had fixed a Dog's Head over his 
if | Helmet, and Macedo who had ſet a Wolf's Head 
"nt on his, upon which account theſe two Animals 
|= are rever'd by the Egyptians. Ofiris alſo carried 
118 in his Armies, Dancers who were called Satyrt; and 
6 Muſicians, among whom were ſeveral Maidens who 
| | had learnt Muſick of Apollo; and had invented that 
| Science or rather cultivated it more aſſiduouſly ; for 
in we may ſuppoſe, that Mankind naturally loved 
lll} Muſick in all Ages, and Tubal is declared in Ge- 
neſts, to have invented it. Thus accompanied, 
and at the Head of a powerful Army, Oſiris went 
| firſt into Phenicia which he conquer'd, and left 
1 Biſiris to govern there in his abſence. He after- 
Wi. wards went through Arabia, and purſuing his march 
1 arrived in India, where he built ſeveral Cities, 
5 5 and among the reſt Nyſa, in Commemoration of 
1 the place of his Birth. He did not undertake this 
Journey with the view of laying waſte Provinces 
or of deftroying Nations, but on the contrary, 
to civilize Men, to teach them Huſbandry, and 
the planting of Vines ; and indeed his Army feem- 
ed to go like ſo many Singers and Dancers rather 
than as ſo many Warriors, for which reaſon he 
Was received in all the Countries through which 
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121 3 
he paſs'd, as a God of Peace and Pleaſure. He 
is therefore to be conſidered as the firſt and the 
true Bacchus, who made an Expedition into India, 
and not the Son of Semele, who never went into 
that part of the World. With regard to the 
origin of this Name of Baccbus, which is given 
to Ofiris, tis naturally found in that of his Fa- 
ther. A learned Writer of the preſent Age, has 
found that (i) Nimrod who alſo was the Son to 
Cuſb, and was left in the Upper Syria, when 
Ham ſet out from thence in order to go into Egypt, 
is called Barchus in Chaldee, which undoubt- 
edly was given him from his Father's Name. 
»Tis plain there is but little difference between 
Barchus and Bacchus, which perhaps might ariſe 
only from the difference of ſound in various Lan- 
guages. Oſiris in his return from India, went 
through Aſia, building ſeveral Cities in his March, 
and erecting Pillars in ſeveral Places, to perpe- 
| tuate the remembrance of his expedition. *Tis 
| even related that he croſs'd over into Europe; that 
_ he defeated, in Thrace, a King call'd Lycurgns 3 
and that he left the Country under the command 
of Maro, to govern it in quality of his Lieute- 
nant. Such as acknowledge Mars to have been 


„ 19 
9 — 


5 King of Thrace, might here ſubſtitute Mars for 
: Maro. However this be, Oſiris came alſo into 
, the Country, which was called Macedonia from 
, Macedo his Son, becauſe he was deſirous of con- 
f tinuing it, and left his Son Neoptolemus in Attica, 
» where he taught Mankind to ſow Corn. Ofrris 
_ having ended all theſe happy Expeditions, came 
L back into Egypt, where he hoped to enjoy a ſoft 
d repoſe, and to unbend himſelf after the fatigues of 
” ſolong a Journey. | 
0 During his abſence, a great Number of con- 
8 | | 
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fiderable things happened in his Kingdom, which 
it may be proper to take notice of. He had left 
Vis, his Queen, Regent of all his Dominions, hav- 
ing found her always a wiſe and vertuous Prin- 
ceſs. He had left Argus as her Prime Minifter, 
Mercury as her Counſellour, and Hercules as Gene- 
ral of her Armies. The two laſt were his Bro- 
thers as I before obſerved. Argus was a very ju- 
dicious Stateſman, having a conſummate; know- 
ledge in Affairs, and very capable of Govern- 
ing. He was reſolved to be informed regularly 
of whatever. happened in this great Kingdom, 
and therefore had eſtabliſhed an hundred Inten- 
dants or Overſeers in the chief Cities, who were 
called the Eyes of Argus; whence Poets have 
feigned that Argus had a hundred Eyes, and that 
Juno, being jealous, of (E) 1fis, had made him 
the Keeper or Overſeer of that Princeſs ; but we 
treat our Subject after a more hiſtorical man- 
ner. Argus eſtabliſhed ſo excellent an-Order in 
the Government, that Egypt enjoyed the utmoſt 
Peace and Tranquility ſo long as he continued 
faithful to his Maſter . and to Queen 1/s. Her- 


| utes who commanded the Armies, ſuppoſing that 
his preſence was no longer wanted in Egypt, 


formed a deſign of piercing as far as the Ocean, 
in order to diſcover* the utmoſt-limits 'of Africa. 
He put his deſign in Execution, and went and 
erected that famous Pillar, call'd from his Name, 
in the Szreights, which the Antients knew by no 
other Name than the Pillars of Hercules, but 
which are now calPd Gibraltar. Argus, finding 
the Army was gone to a great diſtance, and ſup- 


poſing O/iris was gone ſo far, that there was lit- | 


tle probavility of his ever returning, flattered 
himſelf with the hopes of ſeizing upon Egypt, 


5 (4) This is Io. 
and 


119. 
and of making himſelf be recognized the Mo- 
narch of it. He therefore began his Rebellion, 
by impriſoning {fs in a Tower; then by the 
Aſſiſtance of his Intendants, who were every one 
his Creatures, he cauſed himſelf to be proclaim- 
ed King, in all the Cities belonging to their Ju- 
risdiction. As Mercury was a pacific: Prince, and 
ſo great a Lover of the Sciences that he ſeem'd 
to regard nothing elſe, Argus therefore thought 
him altogether inſignificant. However, this Prince 
had the utmoſt deteſtation of a Rebellion, the Mo- 
tives of which were ſo horrid, and therefore he 
got together, privately, all thoſe who bore an 
affection to the King his Brother; and finding 
them, at laſt, powerful enough to ſecond his good 
Intentions, he took the field, march'd againſt 
Argus, gave him Battle, defeated him, and cut off 
his Head. By this Victory he reſtored the Au- 
thority of Queen Js, whom he took out of Pri- 
ſon, and afterwards governed Egypt, in Con- 
junction with her, till his Brother Qſiris was re- 
turned. | | 

To come to Hercules, this Warrior returning 
from his long Journey to Africa, the ſame way 
he went thither, found that Antæus the Governor 
of Upper Lybia, and part of Ethiopia, had alſo re- 
belled, and would no longer be ſubordinate either 
to Queen Js or to Egypt. He therefore fell 
upon him with his Forces, and fought ſo many 
Battles againſt him, which he always won, that at 

laſt he deſtroyed him and took away his Life. 
After this Expedition he returned into Egypt, ve- 
ry ſeaſonably for Prometheus to whom he did moſt 
ſignal Service. 


I before obſerv'd that Pbut or Pluto, had been 
forced to leave the Lower Egypt, which had been 
allotted him, becauſe that Country was ſo un- 
healthy, that it _— away a great Number o 
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his Subjects, which had obliged him to go into 
Africa; thereby leaving the Country he had firſt 
inhabited, deſert and unpeopled. Prometheus who 
perha ps was one of his Sons, at leaſt an Egyptian 


Prince, undertook to make this Country more 
healthy, and more, habitable, by a Work which 
diſcovered the greatneſs of his Genius, and his 
Courage. He had applied himſelf to the ſtudy 


of the Arts and Sciences, in Concert with Apollo 
and Mercury; and had attained to great Know- 


ledge in Geometry, Sculpture and Architecture. 


*Tis ſuppoſed, that he firſt made Models of Sta- 


tues, and that he form'd one of Earth, in imita- 


tion of the human Form; upon which account 
it has been ſaid that he had made Man of Clay; 
to which the Poets added, that he animated him 
with Fire fcom Heaven, which he had ſtole from 
chence by the Aſſiſtance of Minerva, Daughter 


of Cuſb or Jupiter, a very learned Princeſs who 
was cotemporary with him. He had obſerved 
that the Nile, which at this time had but one 
Canal that could contain but part of its Waters, 
oyerflowed with ſo great an impetuoſity at its 
iſſuing from -Thebais, that it drew along with it 
the Mud or Earth, to which Egypt owes its Fer- 
tility, and formed every Year new Dykes, Lakes 
and Marſhes, which became full of Water; 
whence it came to pals that the Lower Zgypt, 


which might have been made a very fruitful 


Country, lay uncultivated, and was of no manner 
of uſe becauſe of theſe Inundations, which happen- 
ed regularly every Year. | 2 
Tou are to know that Ocean vas the firſt 
Name by which the Nile was called. I don't know 
whether this Name might not be borrowed from 
that of Ham. A Circumſtance which would make 


me believe this, is, that the Egyptians aſſerted that 
Ocean was the F ather of all the Gods. Homer 


ſaid 
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ſaid ſo after them, and as there is no room to 
doubt but that Ham was the firſt and the true 
Father of all the Gods of Egypt; I may ſuppoſe 
with probability, that Ocean might ſignify the 


River or Flood of Ham. Be this as it will, the 


Nile did not long preſerve that firſt Name; it 


being ſoon called Eagle from its extreme ſwiftneſs, 


and the rapidiry of irs Courſe. To check it, 
Prometheus formed a deſign of making another 
outlet to it, by means of a Canal which he after- 
wards began below that ſpot on which the City 
of Memphis was ſince built, drawing his Line to- 
wards Libya, and extending it to the Sea. This 
Canal has formed one of the moſt conſiderable 
Arms of the Nile, known by the Name of Cano- 
pus. It includes, with the antient Channel of 
that River which goes directly to Peluſium or 
Damietta, that part of Egypt which the Greeks 
called Delta. | Js 

Although Prometheus employeda great Number 
of Men in this Work, he yet had not enough to 


complete it ſo expeditiouſly as was neceſſary, and as 
he could have wiſh'd, becauſe the Nile now over- 


flowing, thereby filPd up, marr*d and deſtroyed 
his Work, fo that he at laſt quite deſpaired of be- 


ing able ever to finiſh it to his Satisfaction. Tis 
related that Prometheus was ſo deeply afflicted on 


this Occaſion, that he was going to throw himſelf 
into this River, when Hercules came very happi- 


ly to his aſſiſtance ; which has given occaſion: to 


the Fiction, that Hercules delivered him from the 
fury of an Eagle that prey'd upon his Heart 


or Liver, alluding to the Name by which the 


Nile was called in that Age. Hercules's Army be- 
ing arrived very happily for Prometheus, it was 
employed in finiſhing this great Work, by which 
means the Lower Egypt was made now more fit to 


bear Coin, and more fruitful than Upper Egypt. 


C 3 Herodotus 
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- Herodotus informs us, that the Lower Egypt 
had been conſidered antiently as a Gulph, covered 
with the Waters of the Sea, which, in proceſs of 
Time, was filled with the Slime or Mud which 
the Nile forms every Year, and diffuſes up and 
down by its Inundations, to which, there is no 
room to doubt, but that the Canal made by Prome- 
theus, contributed more than any thing elſe ; ſince, 
by turning off half the Waters of that River, it 
leſſen'd its rapidity, and made the Slime, of which 
all the Soil of Egypt is compoſed, to gather and 
ſwell up in the manner it does annually. For 'tis 
obſerved, that the Inundations of the Nile don't 
ſwell ſo high, above the ſurface of the Ground, 
as they did antiently. Since Prometbeuss Time, 
a great many more Canals have been dug, both 
from that Branch or Arm called Pelyſium, and 
from that called Canopus, which form'd the diffe- 
rent Mouths of the Nile; but moſt of them are 
now filled up, occaſioned by the neglect of the 
Turks who poſleſs that fine Country. We alſo read 
that (1) Meris, who reigned a great number of Cen- 
turies after the Monarchs in queſtion, dug a new 
.Canal about ſeven Leagues above Memphis, in order 
to carry off part of the Waters of the Nile, into the 
Pond or Lake, which is called after the Name of 
this ancient Monarch, who found that the two 
principal Arms of that River were not ſufficient 
do carry off its Waters; whence the Floods made 
ſo great a havock, that they did great prejudice 
to the Corn growing about Memphis and made 
this Country very unhealthy to the Inhabitants. 

Theſe ſeveral things happened in Ofris's ab- 
ſence, and whilſt he was travelling over a great 
part of the Earth in order to tranſmit his Name 
with Honour to Poſterity. Upon his return in- 


00) Properly Moeris. 
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[ 23] 
to his Dominions, he propoſed to lead a Life of 
Eaſe and Tranquility; to promote the Happineſs 
of his Subjects, and to gain the Love and Aﬀec- 
tion of them all by the mildneſs of his Govern- 
ment. But Typhon his Brother, who was a cruel © 
and ambitious Prince, having ſeized upon the 
Country of which Anizus had been Governour, 
and caufed himſelf to be recognized King of it, 
Ofiris was obliged to declare War againſt him. Ty- 
pbon being ſenſible that he was not powerful enough 
to reſiſt him, feigned a Reconciliation with his 
Brother, and even came into Egypt in order to 
ratify it, and to give a greater Proof of his Sin- 
cerity. Oſiris received him in a friendly manner, 
and for ſome Time as good a Harmony ſubſiſt- 
ed between them as could poſſibly be between two 
Brothers, which gave Typhon an opportunity of 
executing, his deteſtable Parricide. For this pur- 
poſe, he invited his Brother Oſiris to a Feaſt he 
had prepared, on which occaſion he had contrived 


. every thing ſo luckily for himſelf, that Ofrris 
could not ſuſpect his black Perfidy. He ſhow'd 


him a Trunk. the Workmanſhip of which was 
vaſtly ingenious, and told him, that he'd give it 
to any Perſon who ſhould happen to fill it ex- 
actly. Oſiris imagining this Trunk had been made 
purely to divert him, went into the Trunk in or- 
der to ſee if it could juſt hold him, which when 
Typhon, and the Villains he had hired for his Pur- 
poſe, faw, they immediately put down the Lid, 
ſhut Ofris' up, and naiPd the Trunk fo faſt that 
Oſiris never came out of it alive. [fs hear- 
ing of this wicked attempt, wept fo bitterly and 
made ſuch piteous moan, that all her Subjects 
were preparing to take up Arms. Typhon fearing 
the People would come and free O/iris, drew his 
Body out of the Trunk, cut it to Pieces, and 
cauſed his mangled Limbs to be thrown into the 


'K 4 | Nile, 


LR, 
Nile. Tjs, in the deepeſt deſpair, at ficſt em - 
loyed her whole: endeavours to get out of the 
Rer. the mortal remains of a Huſband and of 
a King for whom ſhe had always entertained the 
ſtrongeſt Affection. Whilſt ſhe was employed in 
paying this laſt mournfully- tender Office to her 
Conſort, Typhon was uſing all his endeavours to 
> himſelf of Egypt, by the afliſtance of the 
roops which he had ſent for from his Govern- 
ment; but Js, aided by Mercury, having cauſ- 
ed the Egyptians to take up Arms, and given the 
8 of the Forces to her Son Orus; this 
Prince repuls'd Typhon, to the Frontiers, and even 
killed him in a Battle which he fought on the 
very ſpot where Hercules had before defeated 
Anteus. - . | 77 
This Victory reſtored a wiſhed-for.. Calm to 
Egypt, the People of which, having found the 
utmoſt gentleneſs under Js Government, de- 
vol ved the Regal Power upon her during the re- 
mainder of her Days. This Queen ſtill continu- 
ed to adviſe and conſult with Mercury, to whom 
we may juſtly aſcribe the Happineſs of her Reign, 
and the Felicity her Subjects enjoyed during that 
Time. As ſoon as this Queen found herſelf in 
quiet Poſſeſſion of her Dominions, ſhe cauſed di- 
vine Honours to be paid her Conſort, for 
whom ſhe had a real Affection. She inſtituted, 
in his Name, the Worſhip and Ceremonies which, 
a great many Years after, were carried into 
Greece, and aſcribed to the Son of Semele, under 
the Name of Bacchus, which he aſſumed after 
the example of O/iris, whoſe Life and Actions 
he is ſaid to have imitated. She alſo built a Tem- 
ple to Jupiter his Father, to Juno his Mother, 
and another ſtill more magnificent to Jupiter 
Calus, whom we may ſuppoſe to be Saturn, or 
Mab, or the only true God of * * 
. | ar bl * 
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Earth. There were in theſe Tenpha golden Ta- 
begrnacles, as well for her Father, her Mother and 
Grandfather, as for the other Deities, who were her 
Uncles, her Brothers and Siſters. Some Authors 
are of Opinion, that ſhe firſt laid the Foundation 
of the City of Thebes, which ſhe called at its Foun- 
dation the City of Jupiter; others think that *twas 
Jupiter himſelf 3 and others again, that this City 
was not built till a great Number of Years after- 
ward by an Egyptian Monarch; but 'tis more pro- 
bable that he only rebuilt, enlarged, and embel- 
liſhed it. . . 
Vis endeavoured more than any other Monarch 
had done, to cauſe the Ground to be ploughed, 
and Corn to be ſowed ; for this reaſon ſhe is revered 
under the name of Ceres; and the Egyptian Prieſts 
who recognized her for a Goddeſs after her death, 
offered her Gavels or handfuls of Wheat in their 
Sacrifices. She. enacted very juſt and equitable _ 
Laws, by which her Subjects enjoyed Peace and 
Tranquility, becauſe this kept them in Obedience 
and enriched them, whence ſhe was called Legi- 
fera. At laſt, after ſhe had reigned with the ut- 
moſt Prudence and Wiſdom, ſhe was ranked a- 
mong the Immortals, and had in ſo much Venera- 
tion, that her Name was placed before that of her 
Huſband, when both were mentioned as two be- 
neficent Deities; People always ſaying, Js and 
Ofiris, Oſiris being always named laſt, ?*Tis alſo 
out of reſpect to her, that the Egyptian Queens 
were more honoured than the Kings, and that the 
Huſbands of that Country were obedient to their 
Wives. She was worſhiped under the Figure of 
a Cow, and Oſiris under that of an Ox, from a 
Conſideration that the Cow is the Mother of the 
Ox, which Beaſt of all others is the fitteſt for 
ploughing, for which reaſon the Egyptians were 
prohibited to kill any of thoſe Beaſts; they _— 
Fi. | to 


told, that their Souls after death would tranſmĩ· 
grate into that of a Cow and of an Ox; but the true 
reaſon was, becauſe they were willing theſe Beaſts 
ſhould multiply, in order that every Perſon might 
have a Number ſufficient to plough his Lands. 

Diodorus Siculus relates, that ſome Authors had 
preſer ved. in their Writings, the Epitaphs of 1jfis 
and Oſiris, which were extant, in their Age, on 
two Pillars in the City of Nyſa; the Inhabitants 
| whereof according to a Tradition received among 

them, believed that both had been buried in rheir 
* Here lows the Senſe of that of 2 5, 


To once Was err s - Queen, and brighteſ Boat, 
Hind under Merc'ry learnt the round of Sciente. 
. "The Laws I ſettled ne er have been repeal' d. 
Wife io Oſiris, bliſsful was my Reign, ile 
1 wr J firſt taught the ufe of Corn to Martals.. ' 
.  Orus, my Son, with tenderneſs J lov'd, 1082 
And near the Dog my lucid Star ss. Fx d. 
Bubaſte, /plendid City, firſt Irais d. 
© t Egypr s Foy 7 form'd, and there was nou- 


iſb d. 


This Epitaph, which is an ene of 72 
Life, cannot raiſe any difficulty; but that of O/rris, 
which is not all related, is more confuſed, and 
would require an abler Pen than mine to Von 
it. It begins thus. 


/ Saturn, the younger of the 8 bighe God, 
- My Father was. . 


Ari afterwards, 
».Caufi ing my ſelf to be e great Saturn's 


Fi ſt- born, 1 thereby boaſt a glorious Sire, 
50 60 10 wa 10 life — the 44 of Seed. 


Of Or High Gods. 
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One would imagine from theſe Verſes, that O- 


firis was Son to Saturn, i. e. of Ham; for by the 


high Gods *tis very probable that Writers - un- 


derſtood Noah and his three Sons Shem, Ham and 


Faphet who was the youngeft. With regard to Of- 
riss being called the eldeſt Son of Saturn, one could 
not infer that O/ris is the ſame with Cuſb, who was 
Ham's eldeſt Son ; but this claſhes ſo much with 
what Foſephus relates, viz. that Cuſb went and peo- 

- pled Ethiopia; and what Diodorus Siculus relates of 
Oſiris's Journey into India, of his death in Egypt, and 


even of his Tomb or Monument in the City of Ny/a, - 


where he was born; that I am obliged to follow 
the Opinion of all the Authors, who declare Oſi- 
ris the Son of Jupiter and not of Saturn. All I 


can infer from theſe Epitaphs, is, that Oſiris be- 


ing Grandſon to Saturn, and who had been 
brought up under his Eye from his moſt tender 
| Infancy, choſe to be called the Son of Saturn 
whoſe Goodneſs he imitated, rather than of Cuſb, 
who was not loved by his People becauſe of his ri- 
gorous Sway. At leaſt, the Author of Ofiris's 
Epitaph, thought to do him greater Honour in 
making him the Son of Saturn who founded the 
City of Nyſa, than of Cuſb who perhaps was nei- 
ther much known nor eſteemed in it. 


In caſe I have pretty well ſettled the Order and 


Succeſſion of the firſt Gods or- Kings of Egypt, it 
will not be difficult, Sir, for you to point out the 
Age in which Mercurius Triſmegiſtus lived. You 
may ſuppoſe, from what I have already ſaid of him, 
that he muſt have been the Son of Caſb whom I call- 


ed Jupiter, and Grandſon of Ham, whom I aſſert to 


have been. Saturn. He himſelf ſtrengthens this Opi- 

nion in his Treatiſe entitled Pimandræ, where he 

declares that Cælus and Saturn were his Grandfa- 

thers ; by Cælus underſtanding Noah, and by Sa- 

turn, Ham, *Tis maniteſt by the Order of the 
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: [28] 
Planets, that he was younger than Mars and A- 
pollo, of whom Oſiris was eldeſt, becauſe he reigned. 
after Cuſb their common Father. Mercurius Triſ- 
megiſtus, or Mercury, was educated by his Grand- 
father who inſtructed him in the Knowledge of one 
only God, as alſo in the Arts and Sciences, and 
with ſo much the greater Satisfaction, as he found 
him to be of ſo happy a Genius, and ſo apt to 
learn them; that he afterwards found out the Prin- 
ciples of them, all which he diſpoſed in ſo natural 
and perſpicuous an Order, that no Man ſince his 
Time has underſtood them more thoroughly, nor 
bas drawn more juſt or more extenſive Conſe- 
quences from them, than he did in his Life-time. 
For we muſt confeſs, that the Learned of all Na- 
tions have employed their Labour and Study 
meerly to diſcover the Footſteps of the Knowledge 
and Sciences which this great Man had communi- 
cated to his Diſciples; becauſe that the Books he 
had writ on theſe Subjects are quite loſt, and that the 
hieroglyphic Characters he had invented purely to 
write the Sciences in, are not intelligible to us; 
for which reaſon we cannot decy pher what is written 
upon this Subject, on the Pillars, the Obeliſks and 
Pyramids of ſo remote an Antiquity which ex- 
iſt at this Time. We have therefore no other 
-Knowledge of the Arts and Sciences, than what 
the Greeks tranſmitted to us, all which are ver 
much confuſed, perplexed with verboſe Argu- 
ments, that at the ſame time are very obſcure and 
ambiguous; all which happened becauſe that the 
Greek Philoſophers, ſo far from owning themſelves 
' Diſciples to the Egyptians, who were their Inſtruc- 
tors, were deſirous of publiſhing what they had im- 
bibed from them as their own Invention; and for 
* this reaſon every one of them publiſhed his Know- 
ledge after a different manner from the reſt, in 
order that they might paſs for Originals, 3 4 
NA : t cy 
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[29] 
they were but very imperfect Copies. *T would. 
be a very uſeful. as well as delightful Study, to. 
ſearch for the Principles of this firſt and moſt; 
learned of all Philoſophers. It perhaps would 
not be impoſſible to ſucceed in it, God and Na- 
ture continuing the ſame as in his Age; but where 
ſhall. we find a Genius capable of making. theſe 
Reſearches? What Man would dare to attack the 
Prejudices with which the learned of this Age are 
ſo vaſtly infected? Who would undertake to de- 

ſtroy their chimerical Principles, founded on Sy- 
ſtems that are merely imaginary, which are now, 
become almoſt natural to them, by long Uſe and 
Habit? But this is not a proper. Place to purſue 

an Argument which might appear raſh and even 
ridiculous to our modern Philoſophers; and there- 

fore *twi}l be more prudent in me, to confine my 

ſelf to the hiſtorical Circumſtances.which occur to 

me concerning our Mercurius. _ Int 

Ham, or Saturn who had taken the utmoſt care 

of his Education, N him his Secretary, and 
the Interpreter of his Will. He made him his 
Prime Miniſter, in order to lighten the fatigues of 
Government. He held the ſame employment under 
Js and Oſiris, whence he received the Title of In- 
terpreter of the Gods, a Name which the Greeks 
have rendred by that of Hermes, to which they 
added that of Triſmegiſtus, or Thrice Great, to de- 
note his profound Knowledge in the three Parts of 
Philoſophy, viz. Metaphyſicks, Phy ſicks and Mo- 
rality. 4 — the death of his Grandfather he went 
to his Brother Apollo, ſirnamed the Sun, who re- 
ſided uſually in Heliopolis which he had built. A- 
pollo was a Prince of a pacifick Diſpoſition, a Lo- 
ver of the Arts and Sciences, and particularly of 
Architecture, Painting, Poetry, Muſick and Phy- 
ſick, He is ſaid to have invented the Lyre, as 
Mercury is declared to have invented the Fiddle, 
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[30] 3 
on which he affixed no more than tnree Strings, 
Viz, the Treble, the Tenor and the Baſe, there being 
but three Parts of Muſick known in that Age. 

After 'Ofiris had taken his Brother Apollo with 
him into India, Mercury ſtil} purſued his Studies, 
and did not lay aſide that peaceable Exerciſe till 
the Rebellion of Argus and the Indignity with 
which he treated 75s, prevailed with him to in- 
terrupt them. Altho' he afterwards aſſiſted this 
Queen with his ſalutary Counſels, he yet huſbanded 
his time ſo well, that he found leiſure to compoſe 
the greateſt Part of the Books which he left be- 
hind him on all the Sciences. He continued this 
Practice after the Return of O//ris, who repoſed a 
2 5 Confidence in him than in any other Per- 
ſon, being perſuaded, that the Arts and Sciences 
thus cultivated by this great Man, would be of 
vaſt Uſe and even neceflary to Society. Mercury 
was born with a happy Genius for Eloquence of 
which he is declared to have been the God, be- 
caufe he drew up Rules for ſpeaking and graceful 
. Exprefſion. Plato declares him to have invented A- 
rithmetick, Geometry, and Aſtronomy, that is to 
ſay, he improved theſe three Sciences and taught 
them methodically ; for I cannot perſuade my ſelf 
but that Men, even before the Flood, had calcu- 
lated, ' meaſured and given Names to the Sun, 
Moon, and Planets, and ſome of the moſt lucid 
Stars. After the death of O/ris, he applied him- 
felf much more intenſely to the Affairs of Govern- 
ment than he had before done, becauſe js con- 
ſalted him on all Occaſions. *T was then he digeſted 
the Uſages, the Cuſtoms and Laws, which were 
already received and practiſed in Egypt. He even 
drew up new ones on every Article which he 
thought might be neceſſary and capable of con- 
tributing to the Happineſs of Mankind, and of 
maintaining them in Peace and T 8 

. : which 
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Which is che Band and Tye of Society. He not 
only made Laws for the Living, but even for the 
Dead; enacting, that before a deceaſed Petſon 
ſhould be allowed the Rites of Interment, ati En- 
quiry ſhould be made b Judges appointed fot that 
Purpoſe, whether the ARions Gf his Life, and a 
religious Obſervation of the Laws, rendered him 
worttiy of it. Mercury, in order to oblige the 
Egyptians to put this Law in execution in the ut- 
molt” Rigour of ir, Was 4 ke preſent in theſe 
tribunals. For this reaſon it has been ſaid, that 
he carried the. dead to Hell, becauſe that after 
they had been Judged” worthy of butial, he uſed 
to order the Bodies to be carried on the other Side 
of Aeberon, and the Lake Cocyi 1 as 1 7 before 
been tlie Practice 6f Pbut or Plij his Uncle, e 
we ſaid” was conſidered as God of Hell | abd of the 
Dead. 

* Morcury allo Hired the” NY the Eee 
monies and Songs which were employed in Sacri- 
fices, in'which he conformed to the Genius of Man- 
kind, who were too ſuperſtitious, and. too much 


addicted to the worſhip of their moſt antient 


Kings. But as this famous Legiflator acknow- 
| ledged, internally, but one only God, he was de- 
ſirous at leaſt that every thing Which related to 
Religion, ſhould be a Symbol of the true God and 
of his infinite Attributes. He inſtructed his Diſ- 
ciples in theſe things as well as Kings and Prieſts 
whoſe ſovereign Pontiff he was; in order that the 
Creator of all things might be revered and adored 
by ſuperiour Gentus's, in caſe the rude Vulgar 
could not attain to the Knowledge of that ſupreme 
Being. He left his Dignity of Pöntiff to Tar or 
Totius his Son, who is the only one of his Chil- 
dren whoſe Name is known ; and we find by his 


Pimandræ, that he had taken care to inſtruct him 


in the knowledge of the Power, the Exiſtence, 
and the ſeveral Perfections of God. Some 
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Some Writers alſo declare that Mercury firſt in- 
yented the Art of Writing, but I believe that 
Writing is of much greater Antiquity, and that 
e bad learnt the uſe of it from Ham his Grand- 
father. A Circumſtance which may corroborate 
this Opinion is, that being deſirous of concealing 
oo the reſt of Mankind the Principles of the 
Sciences which he had laid down, in order to do 
| honour to his own Country and his Diſciples; he 
for that reaſon invented particular Characters called 
Hieroglyphicks, which he employed in writing 
his. Books, that were underſtood by ſuch: only as 
were brought up in the Sciences; for tis certain, 
other Characters were made uſe of for private Af- 
fairs. The Decyphering of theroglyphicks, was 
| Joſt, when the Prieſthogd was extinct, becauſe the 
Perſons of that Order did not communicate the 
Knowledge of them to any of their Countrymen, 
much leſs to Foreigners. Tis related that Mercury 
writ-thirty or ſix and thirty thouſand. Books, which 
may be looked upon as fabulous; but it muſt be 
conſidered, that the Art of binding Books was not 
practiſed in that Age; and that Compoſitions were 
writ on Sheets which were afterwards turned in 
the Form of a Roll, whence they were called Vo- 
lumes. Hence it will not appear ſo ſurprizing, 
that Mercury ſhould have compoſed thirty ſix thou- 
ſand Pages, each of which contained but a very 
ſhort Treatiſe, or at moſt but a Chapter of the 
Subject on which he wrote. Of ſuch a Multitude of 
Pieces, a ſingle Treatiſe only is extant, entitled the 
Smaragdian Tables, which ſome Perſon perhaps had 
cauſed to be all engraved on a Stone of that Name. 
The Chymiſts are perſuaded, that it contains no 
more than the Secret of the Philoſopher's Stone; 
but they might eaſily be ſhewn, that but one 
Principle of Phyſicks is mentioned in it, which may 
be applied as uſefully to a thouſand other Things 


* 8 4 8 
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as to Chymiſtry. We have likewiſe another Book 
of his entitled Pimandre, it contains fourteen Chap- 


ters, and treats of the Fabrick of the World, of 


the Elements, of the Revolution of the Stars, of 
Motion,, of Place, of the Vacun m, and above all 
of the Power of God, I, ſhall not expatiate far- 
ther on this Subject, becauſe that if I ſhould one 
Day publiſh the new Tranſlation I have attempted 
of this Book, I then may ſpeak, more amply of 
it, and anſwer ſuch profèſſed Enemies of Antiquity 
in general, who have no other Foundation for their 
Criticiſtn than their own private Opinion. There 
is alf aſcribed to this Author a Treatiſe, entitled 
the Seven Golden Chapters, that contains only 
Inſtruckion for the Practice of the Philoſopher's 
Stone, Which we are aſſured Mercury diſcovered; 
but this Book is ſo maimed and full of Chaſms, 
that it does not reflect very great Honour on its 
Author. VVV 
Tis very probable, that Mercury died before 
Queen 7/s, and that twas ſhe built the City Her- 
mopolis to perpetuate the Remembrance of that 
great Man. T was ſituated on a Spot which is 
not far diſtant from the Place where the Inhabitants 
of Memphis had their Burying Places, where Mum- 
mies are ſtill ſought for by the Europeans. A Cir- 
cumſtance which makes me believe this, is, that 
had Mercury been the Founder of this City, he 
certainly would have perpetuated his School or 


Academy in it, which on the contrary has always 


been preſerved in the City of Heliopolis, built by 
his Brother Apollo. I don't find that any Worſhip 
was inſtituted in Egypt in Honour of Mercurius 
Wiſinegiſtus. Poſſibly he might have forbid ic in his 
Life-time, from a Perſuaſion that the true God 
only ought to be worſhipped. *Tis only ſaid that 
the Ibis's, thoſe black Storks which feed upon 
Serpents, were conſecrated ro Mercury, * 
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had forbid them either to kill or hurt them, be- 
cauſe they freed Egypt from theſe venomous Ani- 
mals; but his Name was held in ſo great Vene- 
ration there, *twas almoſt a Crime to repeat it. 
Nevertheleſs, altho* this, is advanced by ſome 
Writers as Fact, yet the, firſt Month of this Year, 
which anſwers to our Month of September, was 
called from his Name Toot, Thaot, or Thaut. He 
therefore muſt have had ſome myſterious Sirname 
which it was not lawful to repeat, and was little 
known to the Vulgar. 
1 muſt not omit, that our antient Gauls gave 
him the Name of Theutates, and I don't remem- 
ber where I have read, that theſe People ſent 
antiently Embaſſadors to Egypt, in to order to 
bring the Laws of Mercury from thence ; that 
they were inſulted by a Greek Nation in their Re- 
turn; that having complained of this to their Su- 
Periors, it fired them with ſo much Indignation, 
that they raiſed an Army which marched over. to 
 CGreeee, extirpated the People who had. violated 
the Laws of Nations with regard, to their Embaſha- 
dors, and ſettled a Colony in their Country, which 
from them was called Gallogræcia, whence going 
afterwards into Aſia, theſe Gauls were known by 
the Name of Galatians. According to ſome Au- 
thors Brennus conducted them thither 3 but how- 
ever this be, tis certain that greater Honour was 
Paid in Gaul to Mercury than to any other God. 
Alfter the Death of The, Orus her Son was King 
over all Egypt. He had merited the Crown by his 
defeating Typhon, and the juſt Vengeance he had 
taken on him, for his barbarous Murther of his 
Father O/7ris. *Tis ſaid, that he was the laſt King 
who reigned in Egypt, and that he was ſirnamed 
Apollo, or the Sun, becauſe his Manners greatly 
reſembled thoſe of his Uncle the firſt Apollo. This 
- Name had been in like manner given to O/iris his 
| | 3 Father. 
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Father. s his Mother taught him Phyſic and 
the Art of Divination, of which Apollo his Uncle was 
f poſed the Inventor. However, *tis more pro- 
bable that he learnt the Sciences from Mercury, 
who had taught them to his Mother. Accord- 
ing to ſome Writers, js raiſed him to Life, and 
made him immortal ; that is to ſay, ſhe recovered 
him from a grievous Fit of Sickneſs, and after a 


Reign of ſome Years, he was ranked among the 


Gods, as the other Princes of his Family had been, 
Menes was his Succeſſor. He was the firſt a- 
mong Men who reigned over Egypt, by which 
only is meant, that he was not deſcended in a di- 
rect Line from the Gods or firſt Kings. This Mo- 
narch is to be conſidered as the firſt of the Pha- 
raohs, and perhaps the ſame whom Abraham vi- 
ſited in Egypt. This King built Memphis, above 
that Spot where the Nile is divided into two 
Branches; and for the ſecurity of that City, he 


raiſed new Works, which being neglected, was 


doubtleſs the Cauſe of its Deſtruction. He alſo 
cauſed a Bridge to be built over the Nile, by which 
a Communication was made between Memphis and 
the City of Heliopolis. This Prince was very fond 


of Pomp and Magnificence, and was the firſt who 
deviated from the laudable Simplicity, which the 


Kings his Predeceſſors had religiouſly obſerved. 
He cauſed a Temple to be built in Honour of 
Vulcan, which he made the moſt magnificent of 
any in Egypt. We may preſume from thence, 
that he was either the Son or Grandſon of this pre- 
tended God. He added ſome new Laws to thoſe 
which were already eſtabliſned, by the Advice of 
one Mercury, who was Grandſon to our Mercurius 
Triſmegiſtus. This Mercury wrote a Book entitled 
Aſclepius, of which Apuleius has given us a Latin 


Tranſlation, without acquainting us what Lan- 


guage the Original was writ in. He therein treats 
7 46S - : of 
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of «the Will of God, and we find it to reſemble 


the Doctrine and Style of Pimandræ; nevertheleſs 
there are a great Number of Things which don't 
correſpond with the Genius and Manner of T 
megiſtus. * Tis true, indeed, that the Reader cannot 
miſtake in it, for the Author calls himſelf Grandſon 
to the firſt Mercury, whom he calls his Grand- 
father, as he fays that Eſculapius, who was Son to 
Apollo, and Diſciple of Triſmegiſtus, was Grand- 
father to Aſclepius, to whom he addreſſes his Diſ- 
courſe. All this I take notice of, to prevent you 


from confounding this laſt Mercury with the firſt, 


when you ſhall be told that Menes gave Laws to 
Egypt, which he declared to have received from 
Mercury. This Diſtin&ion will alſo be of uſe to 
fix the celebrated Mercurins Triſmegiſtus in the exact 
Time in. which he lived. 1 . 

This, Sir, is all I ſhall write to you on the firſt 
Gods or Kings of Egypt. When J began this Letter, 


I did not imagine it would have extended to fo 


great a Length, but found, in the Courſe of it, 
that there were Materials enough to make a Book. 
For in order to be more conciſe, I omitted a 
great Number of Particulars, which cannot be ſo - 
well introduced in a Letter. I beg you to be ſa- 
tisfied with this little Enquiry, and to believe me 
with the higheſt Sincerity, Sir, Sc. 


P. S. I did not ſet down the Citations in the Mar- 


gin, in order to avoid a continual Repetition. *Tis 
enough I inform you, that J extracted all you have 


read from the firſt and ſecond Book of Herodotus, 
and particularly from the firſt Book of Diodorus 


— Sicus lus. : 


— 


LETTER 


inn 
LET TEN N 


Monſieur H“ 


On the moſt antient Gods or Kings of 
Egypt, and their Deſcendants, 
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O U flatter me too much, in aſſuring me, 
that you are entirely perſuaded I have diſ- 
covered the true Method for attaining the Know- 
ledge of the moſt remote Antiquity. So many 
famous Authors have purſued this Study, that 
it would be very raſh in me to fancy that I have 
found out a new Track, and ſuch a one as is more 
certain than that which has hitherto been made uſe 
of. Tis enough that I have giyen you ſome of 
my Hints on this Subject, all which I ſhall hum- 
bly ſubmit to the Criticiſm of ſuch as are better 
verſed in antient Hiſtory than my ſelf. You are 
ſenſible that my Studies are of a quite different 
Nature. But fince (from the Suppoſition that 1 
may have ſucceeded in ſome Meaſure) you defire 
me to communicate to you ſeveral Particulars I 
had omitted in my former Letter, I ſhall attempt 
to ſatisfy you in that Particular, froma Perſuaſion 
that it will be acceptable to you. The Aſcendant you 
have over me is too great for me to refuſe you any 
thing. However, I think it may be proper to premiſe, 
| 23 that 
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chat I intend no more than to preſent you barely 
with a ſett of Incidents, and not with a continued 
Hiſtory. This is a Purſuit I leave to thoſe who 
are better acquainted with antient Languages than 
my ſelf; and who beſides' may have more leiſure 
than I enjoy, engaged as I am in a Study whick 
bears no manner of Affinity with the curious Part 
of Mitory. E 

To proceed in my Subject. I ſhall inform you, 
Sir, that I have nothing to add with regard to 
what I writ on Ham, whom I called, and whom 
I pretend to have been the moſt antient Saturn; 

nor with reſpect to Cuſh his eldeſt Son whom I 
called Jupiter. But I ſhall expatiate farther on 
the Children of the latter, of whom, (if we except 
Oſiris and Mercurius Triſmegiſtus) I have ſpoke but 
very little. The firſt who occurs is Mars; and 
his Planet is placed immediately under that of 
Jupiter. It might be inferred from thence, that 
this Prince muſt have been the eldeſt of Cs 
Children, whence a real Difficulty would ariſe ; 
for then we muſt aſſert, that Ofiris who reigned 
after Cuſb, was not his Son but rather his Brother; 
ſprung, as he himſelf was, from Saturn or Ham, 
as is related in his Epitaph, which I gave you in 
my firſt Letter, and which I declared, after Dio- 
dorus Siculus, to have been found in the City of 
 "Nya. You fee, Sir, that in Incidents of ſo remote 
an Antiquity, and of which we have but a very 
confuſed Knowledge, we may eaſily ſtrike into dif- 
ferent Paths. But don't be ſurpriſed at this, for 
whether QOſiris were the Brother or Son of Cub, it 
is equally certain that he ſucceeded him in the 
Throne of Egypt. His Hiſtory nevertheleſs re- 
mains entire. We need ſay no more than that 


the Crown was ſet on his Head becauſe he was Son 


to Ham; and that they hoped he would revive the 
= happy 


"IP = 
happy Reign of that good Prince, with whom his 
Subjects had ſo juſt reaſon to be ſatisfied. 


With regard to Mars, ſuppoling that he was 
the Son of Cuſb, as his Planer declares, that was 


not a reaſon, in Egypt, for his ſucceeding his Fa- 


ther ; ſince Hiſtorians relate, that the Crown did- 


not devolve always in a right Line, on the Son: 
but that the moſt worthy Perſon, and who was moſt 
capable of holding the Reins of Government, was 
generally made choice of for that Purpoſe. Mars 
nevertheleſs was honoured there as one of the prin- 
cipal Gods, and a Temple was built to him in 
Piamprimis. Oſiris took Mars with him in his Ex- 
pedition to India, which the former might have 
done in a political View, ſince if Mars was the 
eldeſt Son of Cyſp, he might have aſſerted his 
Pretenſions to his Father's Crown during O/;ris's 
Abſence. He was ſo much the more to be dreaded, 
as he had naturally a ſtrong propenſion to War, 


of which he was afterwards conſidered as the God. 


He is declared to have invented the Attire uſed in 
the Field; the manner of drawing up Troops in 
Battle Array, and, of dividing them into Com- 
panies and Regiments. All this was of great 
Service to Oſiris; and if my Conjecture is true, 
this Prince left him in Thrace, where Mars was 
called Maro. Hence the Greeks have ſaid, agree- 
able to their antient Traditions, that Mars was 
the God of Thrace as well as of War. 


Apollo, who alſo was Son to Cuſh, was ſo won- 


derfully beautiful, that his Name was given to 
the Sun, which in thoſe Ages, as in the preſent, 
was rank'd in the Number of the Planets ; 


though it has been known to be a Star which ſhines 


from its own Light, and which conſequently de- 
ſerved to be numbered among the fixed Stars; 
but Cuſtom has prevailed and we muſt ſubmit to 
it. This Prince was no leſs conſpicuous for the Per- 
N | D 4 fections 
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o 
fections of his Mind than for thoſe of his Body; and 
tis with reaſon that he has been recognized the 
God of Arts and Sciences, ſince he is the firſt, in 
Egypt, who applied himſelf to them, and taught 
them to others, at leaſt the greateſt Number of 


them. He was ſkilled in Diyinity, Aſtrology, Phy- 


ſic, Architecture, Painting, Eloquence, Muſic and 
Poetry. We may believe that he compoſed ſeveral 


Knowledge of whom his Grandfather Ham had in- 


ſtructed him. Mercurius Triſmegiſtus imitated him 


in this Kind of Poetry, for he concludes his Book 
entitled Pimandræ with a ſpiritual Song, in which 
he declares, with Dignity, the Greatneſs of God; and 


the Gratitude with which Mankind ought to be 


informed, for the ſeveral Faculties they have re- 
ceived from that Divine Being. The abovemen- 
tioned Book has preſerved the ig of Eſculapius a 
Son of Apollo and Diſciple of Mercury, who hav- 
ing practiſed Phyſic more particularly, and with 
greater Succeſs than any of his Cotemporaries, 
was therefore declared the God of that Science by 


the Ancients, I don't meet, in our Authors, with 


the Names of the other Children of Apollo, altho? 
*cis obſeryed that there were many Princes of that 
Name, whom the firſt had made ſo conſpicuous, 
that *twas afterwards given to Oſiris, to Orus, and 
to others; all who thought it an Honour to be 
called by them, unleſs it be ſaid, that in order to 
heighten the Merit of it, they were compared to 
the Sun. However, I am greatly miſtaken, if 
he had not a Son that bore his Name, and-who, in 
Company with a young Nepture, went into Phry- 
gia, in order to lay the firſt Foundation of that 


Jo renowned City, which Dardanus made more 


powerful, and to which Tos, one of his Succeſſors, 

ave his Name. This, Sir, as I before obſerved 
to you, was the Genius of thoſe Times: Every 
ö N Prince 


Hymns, even in Praiſe of the true God, in the 


— 
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Prince would ennoble himſelf to poſterity by the 


eſtabliſhing of ſome new Colony, much after the 


ſame manner as was practiſed, when Columbus had 
diſcovered America. I 


T here is great reaſon to believe, that the Greeks 


aſcrib'd to their Apollo, whether a true or falſe 
one, the Actions and good Qualities of the Apollo 
who came from Egypt. The circumſtances they 


relate of his Birth ſeem abſolutely fabulous; and 


when they declare that his Mother was Latona 
who was honoured as a Goddeſs in Egypt, they 
ſhow pretty manifeſtly that this Prince was born 
in thar Country. Bur to return to my Conjecture 
with regard to the Foundation of Troy: I will 
_ obſerve to you, *tis a very antient Tradition, that 
this City began to be built by Neptune and Apollo, 


who, in Concert, conducted a Colony which Nep- 


tune wafted over the Sea in Ships. Apollo drew 
the Plans of the City and Harbour, of which Nep- 
tune made a place of traffick, that had correſpon- 
dence with Egyßt and Libya. Having put their 


deſign in Execution, Neptune returned to his Do- 


minions, and Apollo went into the Iſland of Delos, 
and reſided in it for ſome time; but as he left it, 


in order to go into Greece, this circumſtance was 
ſufficient to make Poets declare it the place of 
his Birth. Apollo, aſter having travelled into Greece, 


fixed the place of his uſual Reſidence on the Spot 
where the City of Delpbos ſtood. He there built 
a Palace or a Temple; and being deſiraus of hint- 
ing to Mankind, that one only God ought to be 
worſhipped, he cauſed the Inſcription following to 
be fixed over the door of it, Know thy ſelf; which al- 
ludes to what Mercury ſays in his Pimandræ, Know 
thy underſtanding, and thou ſhalt know what God is. 
Thus the young Apollo being deſirous of hinting, 

that if Man knew himſelf well, he would know 
that there was a ſpiritual part in him, viz. his un- 


derſtanding, 
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[42]. 
derſtanding, which could not have been beſtowed | 
upon him by any other than a Being ſupremely 


ſpiritual; he therefore ought to teſtify his gratitude 


ro him for it, and worſhip him only. For, to 
ſpeak in the words of Tri/megiſtus, tis not this 
organized Body which conſtitutes Man, but the 
ſpiritual part, which diſtinguiſhes, and raiſes him 
above all Beings contained in this ſublunary 
World. This, methinks, is the Explication we 
ſhould give to the Inſcription which young Apol- 
lo had placed over the Gate of the Temple he 
had erected. Nevertheleſs, the rude and idolatrous 
People, afterwards worſhipped the ſame Apollo in - 
It, as a teſtimony of their gratitude for the fa- 
vours they had received from him in his life-time. 
For this Prince, according to this Conjecture, was 
the firſt who began to eſtabliſh a regular form of 
Government in that part of Greece which he inha- 
bited. Tis he who gave the Greeks the firſt 
tincture of Arts and Sciences; and who taught 
them to lay aſide, by Degrees, the ſavage and 
barbarous Cuſtoms they had hitherto obſerved. 
As nothing is more capable of ſoftning and ci- 
vilizing wild Men than Muſic, which all Men 
ſeem to love naturally, this Prince compoſed Songs 


which he made thoſe People get by heart, where- 
in he artfully inſinuated to them ſuch moral Laws 


and Precepts as he was deſirous they ſhould ob- 
ſerve, whoſe excellency and uſefulneſs they taſted 
at the ſame time. He inſinuated himſelf ſo well 
into the Aﬀections of theſe Nations, by his gen- 
tle and familiar deportment, that they uſed to con- 
ſult him on every occaſion; having obſerved that 
the Advice and Counſel, he gave them, were al- 
ways of advantage to them. But that which raiſ- 
ed their Surprize and Admiration moſt, was, his 


foretelling exactly the different aſpects of the Pla- 


nets; the riſing and ſetting of the Moon; the 
e time 
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time when ſhe was to quite leave the Horizon, 
the exact hour of her riſing, and the Eclipſes of 
the Sun and Moon ; all which particulars were un- 
known to them, at leaſt they had never once made 


any reflection on them. This was more than ſuffi- 


cient to make an ignorant and ſimple People con- 
clude, that this Prince was ſuperior to the genera- 
lity of Men; and that he who foretold theſe par- 
ticulars, was able to propheſy all things. He 
made this advantage of their credulity, viz. it 
gave him an opportunity of governing them with 
a more deſpotic Sway ; and in order that every 
thing he ſaid to them might be treaſured up in 
their Memories, he concluded every particular in 
a ſingle Sentence, which he work*d up into Verſe, 
and in few Words. In this he has been imitated 
by the moſt antient Authors or Greek Poets, who 
publiſhed their Inſtructions and Maxims with re- 
gard to Divinity, moral Philoſophy and even Hi- 
ſtory, in different kinds of Verſe, all which they 
ſett to Muſic, in order that every one might ſing 
them, and retain them the more eaſily. In this 
manner our antient Provencal Poets and Min- 
ſtrels gave us the Story of the Journies to the Ho- 
ly Land. Afollo alſo inſtructed ſome Maidens, 
in the moſt uſeful and neceſſary particulars in Arts 
and Sciences, which gave riſe to the ſtory of the 
Muſes, and of Mount Parnaſſus where he began to 
. inſtruct them. *Tis very probable that he left 
ſome of the moſt ſkilful of theſe in his Temple, 


in order that they, after his Death, might continue « 


to give Advice to ſuch as ſhould come to ask it. 
And as theſe never gave it but in the Name of 

Apollo, in whomi they had repoſed ſo much con- 
fidence during their Lite. time z the Anſwers they 
made as proceeding from a God, were called Ora- 
cles, which they had in ſo much Veneration, that 
Satan made uſe of them for ſeveral Centuries, in 
7 8 order 
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[44] 
order to keep moſt of the Nations upon Earth in 
darkneſs and error. 

Since I now am ſpeaking of this younger Apollo, 
T am not to forget that he is made the inventor 
of the Bows and Arrows, which have been com- 
pared to the Rays of the Sun. *Tis with theſe 
new Weapons that he defeated the Serpent Python 
on the Banks of the River Peneus; but as theſe 
don't appear very proper to kill a Serpent, I 
ſhould ſuppoſe rather that this famous Serpent, 
was no more than a dangerous Robber of the 
Country, by whom it was infeſted. Be this as it 
will, Apollo was from thence called Pythius, whence 
the Prieſteſs of his Temple, the Woman who gave 
out the Oracle, was called Pythia. 

I return to the Children of the firſt Apollo, and 
am of Opinion that Memnon, whom our Hiſtor i- 
ans declare to have been born in Egypt, was one 
of them. Methinks the Greek Poets are in an 
error, in confounding him with the Apollo, who 
marched with a conſiderable ſuccour to the Tro- 
jans, in the bloody War which they carried on 
againſt the Greeks, and which Homer has ſo great- 
ly immortalized, by his Jliad, The Egyptian 
Memnon, in imitation of the other Princes of his 
Age, left his Country in order to go and People 
Nubia, which is a Kingdom of great Extent, above 
the Cataracts of the Nile, and very near Ethiopia. 
He there cauſed his Father Apollo to be worſhip- 

ed, by the Name of the Sun, and raiſed in his 
e a Temple ſo vaſtly magnificent (at leaſt 
it was made ſo in proceſs of time,) that Alexan- 
der the Great expreſſed a ſtrong deſire to ſee it. 
*Tis true indeed that Quintus Curtius calls it a 
Palace; but *tis more probable, that *twas a 
Temple built, if the reader pleaſes, after the man- 
ner of a Palace. Further, there was ſeen a Statue 
of this Prince in Egypt, which ſounded in an har- 

RY . 1 monious 
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monious manner, when it was darted upon by the 
Rays of the riſing Sun ; which was owing wholly 


to the artifice of the Sculptor, who having made it 


of Braſs and hollow, had formed it capable of pro- 
ducing a Sound, every time that the Sun rarefied 
the Air which was pent up in it. This Statue 
proves ſufficiently, how highly Memnon was 
eſteemed in Egypt, the Natives of which would 
not have paid him ſo much honour, had he not 

been their Countryman. Tis well enough known 
that the Egyptians were more jealous on this Ar- 
ticle than any other Nation in the World, 

The third Son of Cuſb or Jupiter, is our Mer- 
curius Triſmegiſtus. This Planet is placed below 
that of the Sun, for which reaſon I have made 
him younger than Apollo. Some Authors pre- 
tend that he was King of Egypt, but I know not on 


what foundation. Neither Herodotus or Diodorus 


Siculus make any mention of him. Poſſibly 
the former thought he was King of Egypt becauſe 
he was the Legiſlator of that Country; was chief 
Counfellor to Queen Is, and that they ſuppoſed 
he reigned jointly with her. To what I obſerved 
above, we will add, that *twas he who firſt found 
out the uſe of Olive-Trees, which is commonly 
aſcribed to Minerva. What is related of the con- 


tention between this Goddeſs and Neptune, viz. 


which of them. ſhould produce the moſt benefi- 
cial Things to Mankind, is looked upon as a Fable, 
invented and declared by Cecrops to the Athenians, 
in order to prompt them to cultivate with Care, 
chis kind of Tree whence Oil is extracted, which is 
ſo greatly uſeful, and which was much more ſo ta 
the Antients, who employed it to many more 
uſes than we do at preſent. The Egyptians were 
fo ſtrongly perſuaded, that Mercury had firſt 
taught the Art of making Oil, and the manner 
of employing it, that the Olive-Tree was there 
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_ conſidered as a Tree which was peculiarly confe- 
crated to him. I don't particularize the Laws 
which that famous Legiſlator enacted ; but there 


is one, methinks, which ought to be obſerved by 


all the Nations of the World. This great Man, 


in order to preſerve Peace and Unity among 
Mankind, had ordained, that if any one ſhould 
fail ſuccouring a Perſon who was expoſed to _w_ | 


Danger, he himſelf ſhould be puniſhed, as thoug 


he had cauſed the Calamity which had befallen 


his Neighbour. If, for Inſtance, an Egyptian hap- 


pened to ſee another in danger of drowning, and 
did not ſuccour him, he himſelf was drowned. 


In caſe he ſaw his Neighbour attacked and mur- 


thered, without giving him any Aſſiſtance, he 
himſelf was 'immediately condemned to die. 
What a number of diſorders and misfortunes 


might ſuch a Law prevent? It evidently diſco- 


vered how far this famous Lawgiver extended his 
views, with regard to the eſtabliſhing of Tran- 
quility among his Subjects. 5 
Without deſcending ſo far as to ſpecify the 
number of different Venus's, their Countries and 
particular Actions, ?tis certain that the moſt an- 
tient was Daughter of Cuſb and of the Egyptian 
Jupiter. She married Vulcan her Brother, whom 
J ſhall mention in the Sequel; for I follow at pre- 


ſent the order of the Planets, whereof that of Ve- 


nus is under Mercury. This Princeſs was wor- 
ſhipped in a City ſituated in the midſt of the 
Delta, called Atatbetis, in which a Temple had 
been built in her Honour. She was exceeding 
beautiful; and, if any credit can be given to Fa- 
ble, ſhe was loved with great tenderneſs by the 
God Mars her Brother, and even by Apollo, who, 
out of jealouſy, diſcovered her intrigue with 
Mars, becauſe ſhe had preferred him to Apollo. 


Meation is made of a Venus wha married Adonis, 


2 that 


— 
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chat Fair One being honoured as a Goddeſs in 


Phenicia, by the Name of Aſtarte, but ſhe is not 
the ſame with that of Egypt. Some Authors alſo 
confound Venus and Adonis, with J/is and Oſiris, 
the reaſon of which was, doubtleſs, becauſe both 
taught their Subjects Huſbandry ; and governed 
them well; but an enquiry into theſe particulars 


would carry me too far, and involve us in the 
chaos of Fiction which I would willingly avoid. 


If we will but reflect on what Herodotus informs 
us of with regard to the firſt Gods of Egypt, twill 
appear, that there muſt neceſſarily have been two 
Princeſſes who bore the Name of Diana about 
the ſame time. The firſt muſt have been Daugh- 
ter to Jupiter, whoſe Name has been given to 
the Moon. The ſecond was Daughter of O,. 


7is and 1fs, who came into the World, at the 


ſame Birth with Apollo, at the Time that King 
Ofiris was treated ſo barbarouſly by Typbon. 
Theſe twin Children were nurſed by Latona, wha 
ſecured them from the Fury of Typhon, when 
he purſued them, in order to make their Lives 
his Prey. Latona hid them in an Iſland, called 
Cbemnis, which was formed by the Nile; and in 
order to give the greater air of Marvellous to this 
Story, the Egyptians added, that this Iſland began 


to float of its own accord, the inſtant that Ty- 


 pÞhon came near, in order to murther the Children 
concealed in it. But Herodotus is ſo ſincere as to 
confeſs, that he did not perceive this Iſland floated 
in any manner. If we conſider the Era and Pe- 
riod of Times, this Diana, who was thus ſaved 
by Latona, cannot be ſhe who gave her Name to 
the Moon ; nor her Twin-Brother Apollo, nor 
Prince Orus, who alſo was called Apollo, ſince 
this Monarch defeated the Tyrant Typhon in Bat- 


tle and took away his Life. I cannot Jay whe- 


ther both Dianas have not been ſeperately recog- 
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nized as Goddeſſts, ar whether they were con- 
founded one, with the other; for I find that in the 
City of Buthos near the Ifland of Chemnis, there 
was a Temple ſacted to Apollo, a ſecond to Di- 
ana, and a third to Lalona. Theſe three Temples 
prove, that the ſecond Diana was worſhipped 
therein, together with her Brother and their com- 
mon Nurſe. On the other fide, we are told that 


Diana only was worſhipped in the City of Bu- 


baſte; and that this Name was equally that of 
Diana, and of the City where her Femple ſtood,; 
which ſhows pretty evidently the diſt inction that 
was made between the two Dianas. With regard 
to Latona, I don't know whether ſhe might not 
be ſuppoſed the firft Diaua, to whom the. Name 
of Lucina, (the Goddeſs who prefided ove? Wos 
men at their Delivery) was alſo given, becauſe ſhe 
had aſſiſted Js in her lying - in, and had ſecured 
her Babes, However this be, Latona was ranked 
in the number of the moſt antient Divinities; and 
| ſhe gave out oracles in her Temple which ſtood 
in the City of Bu bos. Tis might alfo have been 
the firſt Diana; a Circumſtance I conjecture, from 
her having built the City of Bubaſte, (as appears 
from her. Epitaph) where 'tis probable. ſhe was 
had in Honour, ſhe being recognized there as a 
Goddeſs and as a Daughter of Fupiter. T 


= 


The particulars. I have related to you above, 


with reſpect to the moſt antient Gods of Egypt, 
engages me to be more minute on this Subject. 
At firſt there were but eighty whom J ſuppoſe to 
be as follows: Cœlos or Noah; Ham or Saturn 5 
Cuſb or Fupiter; Mars; Apollo or the Sun; Mer- 
cury; Venus; Diana or Luna. I am ſenſible that 
Herodotus does not particularize them ſo diſtinct- 
ly, and that what he relates of them is confuſed; 
but in allowing the Names and Order I have given 
above, we get clear of a great Number of Diffi- 
g= Ae, culties, 


) 
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cul ties, which would neceſſarily ariſe, ſhould we 


attempt to diſtinguiſh them after another man- 


ner. I therefore will proceed to the reſt, 

Pan is one of the firſt, who, according to ſome 
Egyptians, was rank'd in the number of the moſt 
antient Gods. That People repreſented him, as 
the Greeks have done ſince, with the Feet of a 
Goat; for which reaſon, ſuch as worſhipped him, 
did not ſacrifice thoſe Beaſts in his Honour. In 
Thebes, Goats were ſacrificed in honour of Jupi- 
ter Ammon, but never Sheep, becauſe that God 
was repreſented there under the Figure of a Ram. 
*Tis very probable, that Pan's chief Employment 
was that of looking after Cattle, and that he uſu- 
ally wore Goat-skins, with the Hair outward; 
which poſſibly might have given occaſion to the 
whimſical Deſcription that has been given of his 
Dreſs. Although his Father's Name is not menti- 
oned, I yet believe he was Son to Ham. Ofiris 
took him along with him into India, where he 
did him a moſt ſignal piece of Service, by extri- 
cating him from a very great Difficulty in which 
he had inconſiderately plunged himſelf. Oſiris was 
got into a very narrow Place, where he was ſur- 
. rounded by ſo great a Number of Barbariaus, that 
there was little prohability of his eſcaping from 
them. Pan ſeeing this, adviſed him to bid his 
Sold iers roar out in as dreadful a manner as they 
porn could, which they doing, the Stratagem 
ucceeded to their Wikſkes ; the Barbarians bein 
ſo greatly terrified at the Noiſe, that they all fled, 
which gave O/ris an Opportunity of purſuing his 
Journey; and from thence, we are told, panic Fer- 
rors aroſe. Satyrs alſo owe their original to the 
God Pan; they being only ſo many Herdſmen 
and Shepherds cloathed in Goat-ſkins ; which kind 
of Dreſs terrified all the neighbouring Peaſants, 
who took them for ſo many Monſters, whole ap- 
3 | proach 


ae on 8 


„ 1 45 * 
— ——ů —. — 


Zr rere 


2 
— 


een 
a —u—— bd 


— WA go 


— 


—— —B——— ——ꝛ — 
. 1 ow eG mt 


_—  — 
Roy 


— 


* — 
—— 


Ar nad tes 


— 


— —... CTR 


* 


+ wa. - . ro re —ͤ 4 2 
2 — 
—_—— COOLER · A nn, Eo on ne nas, nb 


ao 2 
—ͤ PT, 


« 


©4 4 
4 
3% 
238 1 
=_—_ 7 
33 2 
© 
* i 
28 
"7.2% 
1 3 
"== 14 
+ 
=—_ 
1 9 
1 
743 1 
1 
2 
. 8 
43 ' 
+ 
ow 
* 

t 
- £3 
hol 
- 83 
PA 
1 

Lok | f 

: 4 
: KB 1 
37% 
_ 
'; 
1 

4 w 


50 


proach they conſequently dreaded, Both the Greeks 
and Romans paid great Honours to the God 


Pan, whom they looked upon as the Preſider over 
all Nature; Pan ſignifying in Greek, that which 
includes all things. A Temple was erected in his 
Honour in the City of Mendes, which in the Egyp- 


tian Language ſignifies a Goat. The Mendeſians, 


who were moſt addicted to the Worſhip of this 


God, were among the Number of thoſe who would 
not ſacrifice Goats, but Sheep only. 
Vulcan, the Son to Cuſb, that is, of Jupiter and 


o 


Juno, was alſo one of the moſt antient Gods of 


the Egyptians, who looked upon him as the Sym- 
bol of Fire. Tradition informs us, that he was 


born lame, and that he was alſo very Skil- 


ful in the Art of Blackſmiths, who acknowledged 


Weapons; all which cannot be performed with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Fire. He married the Goddeſs 
Venus his Siſter, who, in all probability, was not 


pleaſed with ſo deformed a Huſband that was a 


Diſgrace to her; and whoſe Profeſſion (that of a 


Blackſmith) made him ſtill uglier and more filthy. 
However this be, he yet has been look'd upon 
as one of the chief Gods, whether becauſe of the 
great Benefit which Mankind reap from Forges; 


or from the Practice of Fire, by which he taught 


them the uſe of a great many things with which 
they were not before acquainted. Menes, as I be- 
fore obſerved, erected a magnificent Temple in his 
Honour in the City of Memphis, whence it was 
thought, that he ſprung from this illuſtrious Black- 
ſmith. | 
I have already made ſufficient mention of Her- 
cules, but nevertheleſs ſhall add to what I have 
already obſerved, viz. That this Prince, in the 
| 2 Voyage 
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Voyage he made with a View of piercing (after 


croſſing Africa) as far as the Ocean, paid a Viſit 
to the Daughters of Heſperus, who ſuperintended 


carefully the ſeveral Orange Trees, which the 
Country they inhabited yielded ſpontaneouſly. 


He found their Fruits ſo.exquiſite, that he was 


determined to carry ſome of them into Egypt, in 


order to plant them in that Country. Hence a- 


roſe the Fiction that he had carried off the Gol- 
den Apples, which the Heſperides preſerved in 
their Gardens. There is reaſon to believe, that 
ſome great Serpent, or Dragon, if the Reader 
pleaſes, ſcar*d any one who attempted to approach 


that Garden. But Hercules killed him; and this Vic- 


tory has been numbered among his famous Labours. 
He alſo overcame, in the ſame Country, a Lion 
of an enormous Size, with whoſe Skin he cloath- 
ed himſelf, and- wore it ever after in all his 
military Expeditions, in order to fill his Ene- 
mies with greater Terror. With regard to his 
Club, Diodorus Siculus remarks very judiciouſly, 
that it ſuited better the Age of the Egyptian Her- 
cules than that of the Greeks, in whoſe Time 
Men employed other Weapons, the uſe of which 
was more common. We alſo may conclude, that 
the Combat with the Hydra, is more properly 
ſuppoſed of the Zgyptian Hercules ; ſince Afric cer- 
tainly abounds with Monſters more than Greece 
or any other Country. We'll leave to this Grecian 
Rambler, all that the Poets and Writers of Fa- 
bles have written on that Head. 

I meet with few Particulars relating to Epaphus 
Son of Jupiter. He is generally introduced in 
the ſplendid Fable of Phazton, who alſo is de- 
clared the Son of Apollo, or the Sun. Some Wri— 
ters rank this Epaphus among the Kings of Egypt, 
and that becauſe there perhaps was a King of that 
Name afterwards. He whom I ſpeak of, was 
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Father to Libya, who married Nathpubim, the 
Son of Meſraim. There is no doubt, (to follow 
the order of Generations) but that he was one of 
the Sons of Cy/h, at leaſt of I/is or Ofiris, who al- 
ſo was ſirnamed Jupiter., The Greeks make him 
Son to Jupiter of Crete and to Jo Daughter of Ina- 
chus, becauſe they confounded: Jo with IJ/is, which 
to me appears no way probable, as I thall ſhow 
in the Sequel. CT ny 
Of the ſeveral Children of Cuſb or Chus, Mi- 
nerva only remains to be treated of. Great Wor- 
ſhip was paid her in the City of Lais, within tbe 
Delta. I don't agree in Opinion with thoſe wo 
think that there were ſeveral Miner vas, for I find but 
one, and that the Egyptian Minerva; notwith- 
tanding that different Nations pretend ſhe was 
born among them. Minerva was Daughter of 
Jupiler, and lived at the ſame time with the other 
Princes his Children. For I remember, Sir, to have 
told you, when I ſpoke of Prometheus; that this 
Princeſs had aſſiſted him in giving Life to the 
Man whom this Prince had formed of Clay or 
Mud. Bur beſides the explication I have given 
of this Fable, lam to add; that Prometheus 
had doubtleſs ſome Knowledge of the manner 
how God raiſed Man from Clay or Mud, or ra- 

tlier Earth; and that Minerva, who had devoted 
herlelf to the Arts and Sciences, of which the - 
Heathens acknowledged her Goddeſs, had diſco- 
vered by Phyſics, thac the Celeſtial Fire animates 
all ſublunary things. Poſlibly, ſhe might make 
this a Subject for Raillery, upon ſeeing the hu- 
man Figure which Prometheus had formed; by 
adviſing him to go and ſteal Fire from Heaven, 
in order to animate it. However this be, Mi- 
nerva was lo paſſionately fond of the Sciences, 
that ſhe was determined to live and die a Virgin 
upon That Account. She is declared to have in- 


vented 


„ 
vented the Spinning of Wool and the Weaving of 
Stuffs with it. We may infer from thence, that 
ſhe alſo cauſed Flax to be ſpun for the weaving 
of Linnen; the firſt\and moſt beautiful Flax 
having been found in Zgypi, where *twas very 
much uſed. But a Circumſtance which added 
very much to her Glory, was, that- beſides her 
great Knowledge in Arts and Sciences, ſhe was fo 
excellent at giving Counſel, and poſſeſſed ſo ſtrong 
and clear a Judgment, that ſhe was declared to 
have ſprung from Jupiter's Brain. This learned 
Maiden ſhould, in my Opinion, be conſidered as 
the firſt of the Sybils, who ſet an Example to ſeve- 
ral of her Sex, to ſhun the Society of Men, in order 
to devote themſelves to the Study of the Sciences, 
and to acquire Skill enough in Aſtrology to predict 
Futurity; for *tis not doubted but that the Art of 
Divination, migrated to other Nations, from the 
Egyptians, together with Oracles, Sacrifices, 
Pomps, and all the idle train of Ceremonies and 
other things belonging to the Worſhip of the falſe 
Gods. The Word Sybil ſignifies in Greek, coun- 
ſe] of God, which ſeems to ariſe from what 
I juſt now ſaid, that Minerva was the Goddeſs 
of ſage Counſel and Prudence. Cecrops carried 
the Worſhip of her into Attica; and:I don't know 
whether it was not he who declared her to be the 
Goddeſs of War, by the Name of Pallas, in the 
view of hinting to the Athenians, (who made her 
their chief Deity,) that no leſs Prudence is required 
in ny . than in all other Affairs of 
Life. Zu 15 
The Egyptians alſo worſhipped the Goddeſs Ve- 
ta, whom they made the Symbol of the Earth; 
and! ſuppoſe this falſe Deity to be che ſame with 
Rhea, Wife of Saturn or Ham. I hall not tell 
you any more of Juno. who had a Temple, in the 
City of Thebes, which 1/is her Daughter had erect- 
| = Os — 


— 1 


a 
| — —— W B * * n ä N Le. 


( 54 ] 
ed in her Honour, near that of Jupiter. But I 
muſt not omit Bſiris, who doubtleſs was one of 
the antient Kings of Egypt. Oſiris had given him 
the Government of Phænicia; and tis related of 
him, that after the Murxther of this King by Ty- 
phon the Tyrant, he uſed to put to Death all ſuch 
Foreigners as came into his Dominions, particu- 
larly thoſe who were red-hair'd. Tis very pro- 
bable that Typhon's Hair and Beard were of this 
Colour: For he made the hatred he bore to that 
odious Prince, a Pretence for the Barbarity he ex- 
erciſed towards Foreigners. Thoſe whom he put 
to Death in this manner, could be Egyptians on- 
ly, whom he maſlacred out of Revenge. But 1 
fancy Buſiris had formed a Deſign, to make him- 
ſelf King of Phenicia, and even that he led an 
Army into Egypt, for ſome Authors call him 
King of that Country. Hercules marched againſt 
him, at the head of the Troops of Queen Js; 
and in the Battle which he fought againſt him 
near the City of Bubaſte, he took away his Life, 
by which Means %s recovered the Kingdom of 
Phenicia, and Egypt was freed from the Perſecu- 
tion of this new Tyrant. There nevertheleſs 
ſtood, in the middle of the Delta, a City called 
Buſiris, where the Goddeſs 1/is was particularly 
adored ; for which I cannot give any other reaſon, 

than that this Queen was deſirous of triumphin 
over her Enemy, 1n the very City which was called 
by his Name. This, Sir, is all I have found 
worthy of your Curioſity, concerning the Children 
of Ham, in Egypt. Let us now take a View of 
ſuch Particulars as relate to the Deſcendants of 

Phut, whom we ſaid peopled Africa. 2 
Diodorus Siculus gives us a pretty tolerable 
Account of the infant Ages of Africa, which was 
known antiently by the general Name of Libya. 
For this reaſon I will now relate ſucceſſively all 


that 


15 


that he has writ on it; only obſerving to you firſt, 
that the Inhabitants of this wide- extended Coun- 


try, would in Imitation of the Zgyptians, have 


their Cælus, their Saturn and their Jupiter, the 


Remembrance of whom they have preſerved in their 
ancient Traditions. Hence I preſume, that the 


gave the Name of Cælus to Phut, who firſt led 


a Colony into that part of Libya. They declared 
that their Cælus had reigned over the greateſt 
part of the World, even over the Weſt and the 


North; which, however, is to be underſtood only 


of the different Regions of Africa, or at moſt of 
Spain, which lies to the North of that Province. 
They tell us, that he was a very aſſiduous Ob- 
ſerver of the Stars, for which reaſon he was called 
Caælus. He had by ſeveral Wives forty five Chil- 

dren, of whom ſeventeen were by (m) Titea, who 
from their Mother were called Titans, He had 

alſo ſeveral Daughters, the two eldeſt of whom 
were called Rhegina, and Rhea ſirnamed Pandora. 
Rhegina brought up her Brothers, and, with their 
Conſent, reigned after Cælus. She married Hype- 
rion her Brother, by whom ſhe had two Children, 
Sol and Luna. Afterwards the Brothers of Rhe- 
gina uniting againſt Hyperion, waged War with 
him, defeated and killed him. But not fatis- 
fied with this, they drowned Sol, who was but 
young, in the River Eridanus; which afflicted Lu- 
na to ſuch a degree, that ſhe threw herſelf from 
the top of the Houſe and daſhed our her Brains. 
Their Mother deified them by the Names of 
Sol and Tuna; for the latter uſed before ro be 
called Mena. Rhegina having diſappeared af- 
terwards, was honoured as the Mother of the 
Gods. After the Death of Hyperion, his Brothers 
divided their Father's Kingdom among themſelves, 


(m) Or rather Titia. 


E 4 / > Tha 


r e 


1 
* — * 
- — ——Ü— — erg < 
Sor 2 — — RR” 2 
7 EV * 


5 
1 | 
: n 
= : j 
: 
4a 
iy . 
1 
11 
- 
= } 
= 5 
1 15 
4 
- 9 
ö q 
11 
=Y 
* * 
1% 
i 7 
x 
'N 
1 | 
| 3» *% 
Po 4 
4 
* 
oy 
+ 
1 Wn 
1. 
| 11 
1 : 
#7 
oy 
* | 
70 
i} 
i) 


9 << — * 2 < 7 
7 or i og 0 ret i ae mmm # 


8 " 3 2 C a 
29 22 a — go Gy: 4 $3... | _ - 1 
— 1 23 2 8 wy MY 22 — 1 *. —— 


1 86 
The moſt famous of theſe were Atlas and Saturn. 
Alas had for his Share the Countries lying near 
the Sea, to the Chain of Mountains which are 
called from his Name. He was skilled in Aſtro- 
logy, which gave riſe to the Fable, that he bore 
the World on his Shoulders. He was carried off 
by the Winds, and deified by Mankind, who af- 
ter his Death aſſigned him a Star in the Firma- 
ment. He had ſeven Daughters called Atlantides, 
whoſe particular Names were, Maia, Elefra, Tay- 
gete, Aſterope, Merope, (n) Alcinoe and Celæno, who 
had Children by Gods and Heroes, as Maia who 
had Mercury by Jupiter. The Greeks drew the 
Origin of the Demi-Gods from theſe Atlantides, 
who, after their Death, were conſidered as God- 
defies, and placed in the Skies, where they form 
the Conſtellation called the Pleiades. 
Salurn, Brother of Alas, married Rhea his Siſ- 
ter, from whom ſprung Jupiter, ſirnamed Olympius. 
In the Iſland of Crete there had reigned another 
Jupiter, Brother to Cælus, but much inferior to 
the other; for the one preſided over the Kingdom 
of Crete only, whereas the Empire of the other 
extended over the whole World. The Cretan Ju- 
piter had ten Sons who were called Curetes, and 
he called his Iſland (o) Idea, from the Name of 
his Wife; and afterwards was buried in it. 
Saturn, (that is he of Africa) reigned in Sicily, Li- 
Duya, and Haly; but the chief Seat of his Reſidence 
was in Heſperia, and the weſtern Countries. He 
fortified the Mountains and Eminences in Sicily, 
and they were called Saturnians from his Name. 
Jupiter, Son to this Saturn, was choſen King by 
the Subjects of his Father, who called the Titans 
to his Aſſiſtance that were defeated by Jupiter. 
He extended his Dominion far and wide; 


(n) Or Alcyone. (s) Or raiker Idæa. 
— ' indulging 
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indulging Succour to the diſtreſſed, and puniſhing 


the guilty, upon which Account he had the Title 
of Juvans Pater beſtowed upon him, and was dei- 
fied after his Deceaſe. | 
Hitherto I have followed Diodorus Siculus very 
exactly, but I omitted purpoſely a great many 
Particulars he relates of Dionyſius or Bacchus; of 
a pretended Ammon; of another Minerva who 
was a Warrior and vanquiſhed a Monſter ; this 
I omitted, becauſe the whole appeared to me of a 
fabulous Caſt, and as it might confuſe us; I there- 
fore ſhall only ſuggeſt ſome Reflections to you 
which appear to me of Conſequence. The firſt is, 
that the African Cælus, who can be no other than 
Phut, had a Brother that reigned in the Iſland of 


Crete, who, as I before hinted, muſt be Meſraim, 


whom I pretend to be the Cælus of the Greeks : 

For altho' Diodorus Siculus calls him Jupiter, this 
need not puzzle us, ſince the Name Dios, was the 

general Title of all thoſe firſt Kings, whence 

they were ſirnamed Gods. 1 

My ſecond Reflection is, that the Titans were 

originally African Princes, The Reaſon of their 
being called Children of the Earth, was becauſe 
their Mother Titia was reputed the Goddeſs of it in 
her own Country. The Greeks declared the ſame of 
the Wife of their Ouranos; the Egyptians of their 
Rhea, or Veſta; and other Nations in imitation of 
them, who looked upon Cælus to be the firſt and the 
moſt antient of all their Gods. My third Reflection 
is, that Allas, the firſt of that Name (in caſe there 
were ſeveral who bore it) was Son to the African 
Cœlus and conſequently to Phut,as well as Promethe- 


us and Epimetheus, who were his Brothers; and who, 


as I before obſerved, continued in Egypt after 
their Father had left that Country. My fourth 
Reflection is, that Pbut, whom I ſuppoſe to be the 
Plujo of the Greeks, who is here conſidered 's 
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1 3 
the African Cælus, firſt peopled the Kingdom of 
Spain, where they generally place their Hell: 
that this Kingdom was at firſt called Heſperia, in 
like manner as that Part of Africa which is op- 
poſite to, and ſeparated from it, only by the Me- 
diterranean. This Name was given them from Hef 
perus the Son of Cælus ſirnamed Saturn, who 
reigned in both the Provinces of that Name. *Tis 
alſo this Saturn, and not he of the Greeks, who 
firſt carried Inhabitants into the Iſland of Sicily 
and Haly, which I think it neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
in this Place. My laſt Reflection is, that we muſt 
take care not to confound theſe different Princes, 
(all who were Cotemporaries, and went by the 
ſame Name) in Caſe we deſire to proceed with or- 
der in the Hiſtory of theſe firſt Ages. The Par- 
ticulars I am now going to relate of Meſraim and 
his Deſcendants in the Iſland of Crete, may help 
to make you underſtand what I now hint at. 

I obſerved that Meſraim, Father of Nepthuin, - 
Nathpuhim or Neptune, left this Son in Ægypt, in 
order to go and govern the Dominions which had 
been allotted him, together with Libya which lies 
near to it; and that he went over into the Iſland 
of Crete to people it. dd | 
The Greeks declare that their Ouranos reigned 
in Crete. The Africans, on the other fide, ſay, that 
the firſt who reigned in that Iſland was Brother to 
their Cælus, whence I infer, that the Cælus of the 
Greeks is certainly Meſraim, Brother of Phut, who 
was called Cælus in Africa. As to their aſſerting, 
that their Cælus was Son of Agmon, who is pretended 

to have been the Grandſon of Gomer ; I fancy they 
would have been more juſt in their Hypotheſis, 
had they declared him Son of Ammon or of Ham, 
for the ſeveral” reaſons I before offered. He is ſaid 
to have been a very valiant Prince; and that he 
extended his Empire over Phrygia and part of 
hg . Greece 


[591 
Greece, in which Particular we - ſhould rather 
credit the Greeks, who naturally muſt be better 
acquainted with this Affair than the Africans, they 
confining his Government to the Ifland of Crete 
only. This Iſland was certainly called Idæa, which 
ſhews that the Wife of the Cretan Cælus was not 
called Titia; as the Greeks pretend (ſince Titia was 
Mother of the Titans) but Idea, according to the 
antient Traditions of the Africans. Tis alſo an 
Error to make the Cretan Cœlus Father of Titan, 
Hyperion, and Faphet ; for the two former muſt 
be referred to Africa; and as for the third, it 
muſt have happened that the Greeks, who had 
heard of a Son of Cælus called Faphet, would have 
him ſprung from the Cretan One, altho? he really 
was the Son of Noah, whom we ought to call 
Czlus, with regard to the Chronology of the E- 
gyptians, There remains therefore only Saturn, 
who muſt be conſidered as Son to the Cretan Cælus, 
he having ſucceeded him. The Greeks have intro- 
duced a great Number of Particulars, (which ap- 
pear to me quite fabulous) in the Hiſtory of this 
Prince, ſuch as his caſtrating his Father, to prevent 
his begetting any more Children; and his driving 
him from the Throne in order to ſeat himſelf in 
it. J rather believe, with the Africans, that Cæ- 
las died a natural Death in his Ifland, and was 
there buried. The Reign of his Son Saturn is fa- 
mous, upon account of the War in which he en- 
gaged againſt the Titans. In what manner ſoever 
we relate this Incident, it appears very probable 
to me, that this new King, from a Thirſt of Ho- 
nour and Glory, was deſirous of conquering Sicily, 
which thoſe Princes had begun to people ; whence 
it was, that- they waged war againſt one an- 
other both by Sea and Land. This War was at- 
tended with various Succeſs, and ended at laſt by 


a Treaty of Peace which was agreed upon by the 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral Parties. Saturn thereupon gave up all 
Claim to Sicily, and withdrew for ſome Time into 
Pbrygia. The War neverthelefs broke our afreſh. 
According to the Greeks, Saturn had engaged him- 
ſelf by this Treaty, not to bring up any Chil- 
dren to ſucceed him; becauſe theſe make Tan 
elder Brother of their Saturn, who was to reſume 
the Poſſeſſion of his Rights, and wear the Crown 
after the Deceaſe of his younger Brother, who had 
deprived him of it; but they did not call to mind, 
or perhaps did not know, that Titan was born 
in Africa and only Couſin- German of their Sa- 
turn. I believe the Circumſtance which gave oc- 
caſion to the ſecond War was only this; Saturn 
was ſo much grieved at his having loſt a Victory 
which he imagined himſelf ſo ſure of, that this 
pormpted him to try the Fate of Arms a ſecond 
Time. However, he was more unhappy in this 
ſecond Expedition than he had been in the former, 
for he not only loft the Battle but was taken Pri- 
ſoner. Jupiter his Son ſought for Succour on every 
Side; when joining with Neptune whoreigned over 
Lybia, and uniting together their naval as well as 
land Forces, they purſued the Titans ſo vigo- 
rouſly, that theſe were defeated in their Turn. Nep- 
tune, being ſtronger at Sea, drove them into He 
peria, whence he never ſuffered them to return ; - 
whilſt the triumphant Jupiter went and delivered 
his Father, and in this Manner ſubjected all Sicily 
to him. The Greek Poets add, that Saturn grew 
jealous of the mighty Fame Fupiter his Son had 
gained in this War; and that Matters were carried 
ro ſuch prodigious Lengths, that a bloody Battle 
was fought, in which Saturn was taken Priſoner by 
his Son; but that having found Means to eſcape, 
he ſought an Aſylum in Italy, where he was favour- 
ably received by Janus who was King of that Coun- 
try. That ſome time after, this Salurn entred into 
| 5 | a League 
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a League with the Titan Princes, who, from the 
Love they bore to him, marched their Army into 
Greece, and there fell upon Jupiter. This War 
continued ten Years ; bur at laſt Neptune coming 
to ſuccour Jupiter, a Battle was fought, which was 
the laſt, in Heſperia, at a Place called Tarteſſus. 
Saturn loſt the Battle there, at which he was fo 
deeply afflicted, thar he retired into the Ifland of 
Sicily, and there died of Grief, All this methinks 
is very unlikely; and *tis more probable that Ju- 
piter was engaged in no other War againſt the 7z- 
tans, than that which he undertook in order to 
deliver his Father out of Captivity; for nothing 


can be more fabulous, than to ſuppoſe that the 


united Army of Saturn and the Titans, was repulſ- 
ed by that of Jupiter, from Greece into Gaul, and 
even to Spain. If we reflect that all this happened 
in the infant Ages of the World, 'twill not appear 
probable, that thoſe Monarchs had Troops or 
Power ſufficient, to undertake ſuch mighty Ex- 
peditions. I am rather inclined to believe, that 
Part of theſe Incidents relate to the African Salurn, 
whom we ſaid was called by that Name as well as 


him of Heſperia ; and that the Particulars which 


relate to each, have been confounded together, I 
don't find ſo much as the leaſt Footſteps, to ſhew 
that the Cretan Saturn had ever any Command in- 
Italy. His Son Jupiter would certainly not have 
forgot to raiſe the Fame of his Father in ſo 
fine a Country, had he ever come into it. We 
muſt apply, what is ſaid of him, to the Princes of 
Africa, and adhere to the Tradition of that Coun- 
try. I, however, don't meet with any Reaſon, 
which ſhould prevent our concluding, that the 
Cretan Saturn died and was buried in Sicily, ſome 
time after his Son Jupiter had conquered that 
Iſland. I entertain too favourable an Opinion of the 
latter, not to believe but that he always behaved 

very 


% — *> 282 1 8 — - te —.— . 
hy." — d S , N . — n Ty 
5 _— * 5 g 5 —— 
8 - » =; — — VE. Sb 8 » ond Oe En Bn A PPS. : CEOS . 
. . ˙ ü ͤ—— — — 2x 


— 


J 62.] 

very dutifully towards his Father ſo long as he 
lived. I'll now preſent you with ſome Particulars 
of his Story. | 
Without taking notice of the ſeveral fabulous 
Particulars relating to 7«piter's Birth, we are not 
to doubt but that the Care of his Education de- 
volved upon the Princes Curetes his Uncles. Tis 
my Opinion, that thoſe Princes had been ſent, in 
their Youth, into Egypt, in order to learn ſuch 
Sciences there as were not taught in any other 
Country. Their employment in the Iſland of 
Crete, was to govern the People, to adminiſter 
8 and to ſuperintend all Affairs relating to 
Religion. They alſo were called Dactyli Idei, be- 
cauſe that in their Time the Iſland was called after 
the Name of Idea; and that in their Ceremonies they, 
employed a particular Dance called Da#ylus. 
They had the Reputation of giving the moſt ſage 
Counſel, and were even conſidered as Perſons vaſtly 
well ſkilled in the Art of Divination, becauſe 

they were very well verſed in Aſtrology. To theſe 
Princes Jupiter owed his Education. As they diſ- 
charged their Duty in that Particular with Ho- 
nour, ſo they had juſt Reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
the Education they gave him; ſince this Prince 
has gained an immortal Name by his Valour, by 
the Wiſdom of his Government, and the Juſtice 
with which he governed his People; recompenc- 
ing thoſe who led a Life of Virtue, and puniſhing 
the vicious with the utmoſt Severity of the Law. 
His Reign was alſo famous, upon account of the 
War he ſuſtained againſt the Giants. As he was 
already King over Part of Greece, he was deter- 
mined to extend his Empire ſo far as he poſſibly 
toad. | According he plerced as far as Theſſaly , 
and in order to ſecure himſelf the Poſſeſſion of it, 
he built a Fortreſs and a Palace on the Top of 
Mount Olympus, whence he was called Jupiter O- 
* | 2 9  Iympius, 
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ene becauſe he generally reſided upon it. This 


ountain is of ſo prodigious a Height, that it 
ſeems to touch the Skies; whence Poets have 
feigned, that Jupiter was the God of Heaven, and 
that from thence he uſed to hurl his Thunder upon 
the Earth; the reaſon of which is, Thunder is fre- 
quently heard on high Mountains, before it falls 
in the Plains. | 

The Giants were the Inhabitants of the Country, 
whoſe Name, in Greek, ſignifies Children of the 
Earth, whence they fancied they ſprung ; not know- 
ing, ſo great was their Ignorance, what was the 
Original of their Forefathers; and ſo great was 
their Stupidity, that they fancied their Forefa- 
thers had ſtarted from the Earth like ſo many 


Muſhrooms. Theſe Giants had been vanquiſhed 


rather than ſubjected ; and they came and attacked 
Jupiter in his Fortreſs, at a Time he leaſt expected 
any ſuch Viſit. Japiter not having a ſtrong Force 
with him, was obliged to leave Mount Olympus ; 
but was purſued ſo vigorouſly throughout all 
Greece by theſe Giants, that he was obliged to take 
to the Sea, and ſeek an Aſylum in Egypt. We 
are told, that he was accompanied in his Flight 
by all the other Gods, and theſe could be no other 
than his own Children, The Giants were thus at 
full Liberty to ſcour over all Greece; and indeed 
they made ſuch wild Havock in their Progreſs, 
that they were univerſally deteſted. Jupiler ad- 
dreſſed alſo Neptune and other Egyptian Princes, 
who furniſhed him with a Fleet and ſome Troops. 
He alſo ſent for his Army from the Iſland of 
Crete, after which finding himſelf powerful enough, 
he returned into Greece, and there defeated the 
Giants, and almoſt extirpated them. Such of 


them as he took Priſoners he ſent into the Iſland 


of Sicily; whence it was ſaid that he impriſoned 
them in the Caverns of Mount #1za, 
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*Tis ſaid, that Jupiter reigned ſixty two Years, 
and was buried in his own Iſland of Crete, where 
his Monument was ſeen, on which the Words fol- 
Jowing were engraved ; Here lies Zan firnamed Ju- 
piter. We are told that Juno was his Wife; but 
on this Occaſion I believe he is miſtaken for the 
Egyptian Fupiter, and eſpecially as his Children are 
declared to have been theſe ; Mars, Apollo, Diana, 
Vulcan, Minerva, who ought to be referred to 
Egypt. The ſame muſt be ſaid of Neptune and 
Pluto, whom the Poets declared to have been his 
Brothers; and whoſe Birth they cannot juſtify, 
nor the Diviſion of the World between three, 
which methinks, as I have ſhown, was after an- 
other manner. We certainly know but of two 
Children of this King of Crete. The firſt is 
the Mercury, Son of Maia a very excellent Prince, 
who we are told, reigned in Haly and in Gaul 
after the Death of his Father, but on what Foun- 
dation I know not. The other is Minos Son of 
Europa, who reigned in Crete after his Father, and 
was alſo ſirnamed Jupiter. His Memory was very 
dear to his People, he having been an excellent 
Prince, and had enacted the moſt juſt and equi- 
table Laws. He had a Son called Cres, who 
changed the Name of the Iſland over which he 
was King, which has ſince been known by the Name 
of Crete, inſtead of that of Idea by which it was 
called before. I will now prove the Truth of this 
Succeſſion, by the Particulars I ſhall relate to you 
concerning the Deſcendants of Meſraim, by his Son 
Neptune. | gy 
According to all the Greek Authors in general, 
the Egyptian Belus was Son to Neptune and Libya. 
T his Neptune is the firſt who was ſo called ; and 
Father of the Neptune who I faid had ſo often 
ſuccoured the Cretan Fupiter, in the Wars he ſuſ- 
tained againſt the Tizau Princes and the Giants; 
: | | ſo 


E918 


ſo that Belus was Brother to this ſecond Neptune. 
He ſought for ſome other Country, in which he 
might raiſe a new Empire worthy of his Ambition ; 
this was becauſe he had no Share in the Kingdom of 
Libya; ſo raiſing an Army, he firſt marched it into 
Phenicia where he built the City of Tyre, and 
even Sidon, according to ſome Hiſtorians, He 
left his Son Agenor there, who was the firſt Monarch 
of it; and afterwards marching as far as the upper 
Syria, he made himſelf Maſter of it. Hethere laid 
the Foundation of the AM yrian Empire, and made 
the City of Babylon, which he had founded, the 
2 Seat of his Reſidence. Notwithſtanding what 1 | 
have here aſſerted, Nembroth or Nimrod the Son | 
of Cu/p, may have been the firſt who aimed at ſo- | | 
vereign Power in that Country; but we may pre- J 
ſume he did not make himſelf Maſter of it, till after | 
the Death of Belus. After Nimrod was become the 
peaceable Poſſeſſor of it, he was deſirous to eſta- 
bdiliſh a Form of Civil Government, and inſtruct 
his Subjects in the Sciences which flouriſhed at 
that Time in Egypt. He ſent for ſeveral learned 
Men from that Country, at whoſe Head was Zo- 
roaſter, who is declared to have been the Inventor 
of Magick, which in thoſe Ages was directly what | 
1s called Wiſdom, or the Knowledge of the moſt | l 
noble Arts and Sciences, which we now call Phi- 1 
Iloſophy. Hence theſe firſt Sages were called Magi, 
a Name by which they were diſtinguiſhed in Chal- 
dea and Perſia. Belus intruſted Zoroaſter with the 
Education of his Son Ninus, for which this young 
Prince was ſo grateful, that ſucceeding to the 
Crown after the Death of his Father, he gave his 
Tutor the Kingdom of Badtria. The Reaſon 
why Ninus is conſidered as the firſt King of the 
Aſſyrians, is, becauſe Belus was ranked in the 
umber of the Gods by the name of Bel or Baal, 
of whom mention is OE made in * 
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The Chaldeans called him Jupiter, in order that 
he might be as illuſtrious as the Jupiter of the E- 
gyptians ; and *tis obſerved that in the Worſhip 
they paid him, there were a great Number of Par- 
ticulars which very much reſembled thoſe that 
were practiſed in Honour of the Egyptian Fupiter, 
in the City of Thebes. | 


Azenor King of Tyre had, among other Chil- 


dren, Cadmus and Europa, of whom J ſhall now 


1a'te notice. The Cretan Fupiter demanded Eu- 
ropa in Marriage, and having obtained this Maiden 


of her Father, he put her on Board a Ship, in 


the Prow of which was a Bull's Head. This was 


Subject ſufficient for the Poets to feign a Meta- 
morphoſis of Jupiter into that Beaſt, and to de- 
clare this lawful Embarkation, a Rape. By this 
Wife Jupiter had Minos, who ſucceeded him in 
the Kingdom of Crete. The Reaſon why this 
Prince is commonly not conſidered as the firſt Mi- 


nos, is, becauſe he alſo was ſirnamed Jupiter. 
However, if we conſider this Matter ſeriouſly, we 


ſhall eaſily find, that there could not poſſibly have 
been any other Legiſlator in this Iſland than this 
Prince, who there eſtabliſhed the Form of Go- 
vernment which the Cretans preſerved ſo long. 
We muſt alſo fix to this Period, the Voyage 
of Cadmus into Bæotia in Greece. The Occaſion of 


this is aſcribed co the Order Agenor his Father 


gave him, to go in ſearch of his Siſter Europa all 
the World over. However, *tis more probable, 
that Cadmus was prompted to ſet out, from a 
Deſire of finding out ſome Country over which he 
might reign, fince he could not do ſo over his 


own Country. His Hiſtory is perplexed with a 


great Number of Fables, which I don't think it 
neceſſary to explain to you. I ſhall only take no- 
tice of this Circumitance, viz. that having taken 
a certain Number of his Father's Subjects with 

4 him 


= 
him, he croſſed the Sea in order to go into Bæo- 
tia, and there built the City of Thebes, from the 
Model of that called after the like Name which 
he had ſeen in Egypt, whither Princes, in thoſe 
Ages, were ſent in their Youth, to learn the Sci- 
encies. He even carried into this newly- diſ- 
covered Country the Worſhip of Bacchus, which 
he had borrowed from the Egyptians, in which 
the Thebans of Greece diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
above all the other Greciays. The common Chro- 
' | nology, places Cadmus two hundred Years lower, 
F- becauſe it has been found that another of the ſame 
Name reigned in Thebes, at the ſame Time that 
Chronology denotes ; but we may eaſily diſcover 
the Erroneouſneſs of this. The laſt Cadmus was 
drove away by the Thebaus, becauſe he attempted 
to aboliſh, at leaſt to reform, the antient Worſhi 
of Bacchus, into which very notorious Abuſes had 
 / crept. This plainly ſhews that there were two 
Cadmus's; the firſt Son to Agenor, and the ſecond 
Father to Semele, who was Mother to the Grecian 
Bacchus. The latter could not have attempted to 
reform the Worſhip which 'tis pretended was paid 
to his Grandſon ; and if we will inſiſt abſolutely 
upon his having endeavoured to reform it, we 
then mult neceſſarily confeſs, that this Worſhip 
was of greater Antiquity than himſelf, ſince Abuſes 
\ had crept into it, thro* Length of Time. But the 
- ſuppoſing twoCadmus's will remove all theDifficulty 
at once. And indeed, the ſecond Cadmus was ſo 
called for no other reaſon, than becauſe he rebuilt 
the City of Thebes, and. raiſed the Fortreſs called 
Cadmeia, whence he has been conſidered as the 
j - ſecond Founder of that City. *Tis univerſally - 
| allowed, that the Son of Agenor firſt carried the 
Art of Writing into Greece, which till then was 
not known in this Country; but this could 
not be, had he lived in the Period in which the 
| 1 vulgar 
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vulgar Chronology fixes him, ſince in that very 


Age, ſeveral Princes had carried Colonies into 


Greece, either from Egypt or Phænicia, which ob- 
liges me to make ſome mention of them. 
One of the moſt antient is Deucalion. Authors 
are agreed that he was Son to Prometheus, and 
that Pyrrba his Wife was Daughter to Epimetbeus. 


Theſe two Princes were born in Egypt, and both 


Sons of Phut, whom I declared to be the God 
Pluto of the Greeks, and the African Cælus; a Proof 
that Deucalion was an Egyptian. We are not told 
the Occaſion of his going into Greece, but I am 
of opinion, . that he came hither with the Succours 
which the Princes of Egypt and of Libya, gave to 
the Cretan Jupiter, in the War he ſuſtained againſt 
the Giants. *Tis very probable, that after their 


Defeat he continued in Theſſaly, of which he was 


King after the Death of Jupiter. In his Reign, 

the Mouth of the River Peneus, which flows be- 
tween Mountains, was filled up either with Earth 
or Rocks, that had been thrown therein by ſome 
Earthquake; by which means, the Waters of that 
River having no Paſlage to the Sea, there was fo 
great an Inundation in Theſſaly, that it was con- 
ſidered as a general Flood. Multitudes of People 
periſhed in it, their Houſes were thrown down, 
inſomuch that this Country was uninhabitable for 
many Years.” At laſt, whether the Waters were 
ſtrong enough to force themſelves a Paſſage to 
the Sea, or that Deucalion found out a Method to 


carry off the Waters, the whole Country was clearef! 


of them. But as it was now depopulated, Deuca- 
lion perſuaded the People who inhabited the Tops of 
the Mountains, and among the Rocks and Stones, 
to come down into the beautiful Valley, whoſe 


Fertility would be more advantageous to them than 


the Rocks they dwelt in; and hence aroſe the Fic- 


tion of Men ſpringing from Stones, by which 


Means 


[6] 


Means the Poets declare he repeopled the Earth. 
In following the Order I obſerve in Generations, 
we ſhall find that I place Deucalion in the true Pe- 
riod in which he muſt have lived; for all that 
the Greeks relate of Prometheus, is ſo very fabulous, 
that ' tis not to be relied upon in any manner. 

I alſo ſuppoſe, for the ſame Reaſons, Ogyges 


more antient than he is ſaid to be in our common 


Chronologies. According to ſome Authors, he 
was King of Thebes in Bæotia, whence I conclude 
that he was one of the more immediate Succeſſors 
of the firſt Cadmus, and prior to Inachus whoſe 
Cotemporary he is ſaid to have been. Tis re- 
lated, that in his Time a Flood broke out in 
Attica, which alſo was conſidered as a general De- 
luge. Nevertheleſs the Situation of this Country 
is uch, that it does not appear to have been over- 
flowed ; and I ſhould rather be inclined to believe, 
that this Flood was confounded with that of Deu- 


calion. Be this as it will, but a little Part of A.- 


tica was ſubject to him; for we ſhall ſoon ſhow, 
that Cecrops firſt founded the Kingdom of Athens. 

Egialeus is ſuppoſed to have been the firſt 
and moſt antient King of Greece, and that *tis he 


who founded the Kingdom of Sicyone in Pelo- 
ponneſus. Hiſtorians have given us barely the Names 


of the Kings his Succeſſors, without taking any 
notice of the Particulars of their Reigns, the Du- 
ration of them excepted, which. they tell us was 
about a thouſand Years. Nor do they tell the 


Country whence Ogyges came originally; but with 


regard to the Age in which he lived, we may 
conjecture that this Prince began to reign in Sicy- 
one, after the Death of the Cretan Fupiter, who pro- 
bably had appointed him Governor of the Pro- 
vince of which he declared himſelf King ; thoſe 
who ſwayed the Scepter of the Iſland of Crete ſince 
that Time, ſeem not to have concerned them ſelves 
in any manner with the Affairs of Greece, The 
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The moſt antient Grecian King, after thoſe 
abovemenrioned, is Inachys, whom ſome declare 
to have come from Egypt, and others from Phe- 
nicia into the Country of the Argivi, the Monar- 
chy whereof he founded. Bur to omit the Enqui- 
ring into the Place of his Birth, *tis probable that, 
in Imitation of Cadmus, he was prompted to go in 
Search of ſome foreign Country, of which he might 
make himſelf King. Greece, at that time being 
very rude and unpoliſhed, not to ſay quite bar- 
barous, was open to any one who might be in- 
cited to found a new Empire in it. Inachus there- 
fore marched into it at the Head of ſome Forces, 
and poſſeſſed himſelf of the Country, which at- 
terwards was called the Kingdom of the Arg: or 
Argivi, from Argus, one of the Succeſſors of Ina- 
chus, who built Argos the capital City of that 
Kingdom. We may preſume that the Leaders of 


theſe different Colonies, were not private Men; but 


that Inachus, what Country ſoever he maybe ſuppoſ- 
ed to have come from, was at leaſt an Egyptian or 
Phenician Prince; none but Kings, or the Sons of 
Kings, being able to undertake ſuch conſiderable 
Expeditions, According to the Greeks, Inachus 
had a Daughter called Jo, of whom they relate a 
Series of Adventures, all which are ſo fabulous and 
ſo much varied, that *tis ſcarce poſſible to come 
at the Truth on this Occaſion. I ſhould not even 
have taken the leaſt notice of her Adventures, 
did not ſome Writers endeavour to make her paſs 
for Js who reigned in Egypt. Here follows in 
few Words, what they relate on this Head. 7u- 
piter ſay they, fell in love with Inachus's Daughter, 
whom he carried off into the Iſland of Crete. 
They tell us, that ſhe brought him a Son called 


Epapbus, Father to Libya, Neptune's Wife; but 
this will be found an abſolute Falſhood, if we 


take the Pains to examine the Series of Generations 


a 


1 


or Deſcents. This Princeſs left the Iſland of Crete, 


and croſſed into Egypt, where ſhe married Oſiris, 
who, according to the Writers hinted at above, 


is no other than Apis Son of Phoroneus and ſecond 


King of the Argives. This Apis left his Father's 


Kingdom, in order to Reign in Egypt, whoſe In- 


habitants having been taught Huſbandry by him, 


he was ranked among the Gods, and honoured as 
ſuch by the Name of Serapis. Tis plain that the Am- 
biguity of the Name Apis, by which Oſiris was ho- 


noured, has given riſe to all this confuſed Jumble of - 


Circumſtances ; and that *tis no ways probable, 
that this Apis, who is numbered among the Kings 
of the Argivi, had married, in Zgypr, the Daugh- 
ter of Inachus his Grandfather. I even can ſcarce 
believe, that Inachus had a Daughter of that Name; 
for I find (which appears more hiſtorical to me) 


that Ja/us Son of Triopas, ſeventh King of Argos, 


had a Daughter called Jo, who was demanded in 
Marriage by Ramiſes King of Egypt, by whom 
ſhe had a Son commonly called Belus Priſcus, 


who was Father of Ægyptus and Danaus; the latter | 


of whom came into Greece, and was recognized 
King of Argos; the Crown of that Kingdom hav- 
ing devolved upon him, in Right of Jo his Grand- 
mother. *Tis fabuloutly. ſaid, that Ægyptus had 
fifty Sons, who married the fifty Daughters of 
Danaus. Had we been told five, inſtead of fifty, 
the Incident would have been more probable, 
However this be, 'tis certain that Egypt, viz. the 
Country which is included between the two prin- 
cipal Branches or Arms of the Nile, owes its 
Name to Agyptus; the reaſon of which undoubt- 
edly was, becauſe the Greeks began to carry on a 
greater Correſpondence with that Country, in 


this King's Time. For this Reaſon they gave 
the Name of Egypt to this Monarch's Kingdom, 


to. which he had allowed them Accceſs, out of 
% 4 | Reſpect 
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Reſpect to Danaus his Brother, King of Argos, 
whom I was obliged to mention in this Place upon 
Account of Jo, although he is poſterior to Cecrops 
whom I am now going to mention. 

In the Time of Triopas Father of Iaſus, of whom 
I juſt now ſpoke, Cecrops came from Egypt into 
Greece, at the Head of a new Colony. Cecrops 
ſettled in the Country to which he gave the Name 
of Attica from A#e his Wife. He aſſembled the 
People of his new Kingdom in twelve Towns, of 


which Theſeus, a great Number of Years after, 


compoſed the celebrated City of Athens. Cecrops 
gave to the Pelaſgians (the antient Inhabitants of 
the Country) the ſame Laws, the ſame Form of 
Government, and the ſame Religion as was pro- 
feſſed in Sais, from which he came originally; upon 
which Account the Athenians always conſidered 
Minerva as their chief Goddeſs; and the City of 
Athens even took its Name from her, Athens being 
the ſame in Greek as Minerva g. | 
The only Motive, Sir, of my entring into this 
Detail, was, to give you a better Idea of the 
Share which the Deſcendants of Ham, and the firſt 
Egyptians, had in peopling a great Part of the Earth 
after the Flood. For, excluſive of Egypt, Libya, 
the whole Continent of Africa, Spain, Italy, Sicily, 
Candia, and ſeveral other Iſlands of the Mediter- 
ranean; we may be perſuaded, that the Egyptians 
(by the Way of the Red-Sea) contributed more 
than any other Nation, to the peopling of India, 
and the ſeveral Iſlands dependant on ir. The E- 
gyptians being the firſt who traded into thoſe rich 
Countries, I am apt to believe, that they even 
pierced as far as China; ſince we meet, in that 
wide-extended Country, with Remains of the Cuſ- 
toms, Laws, and Religion, or more properly, 
Superſtition of the Egyptians. *Tis certain that 


+ Minerva is called in Greek xd]. | | 
4 | the 


E731 
the Belief of the Tranſmigration of Souls, which 
prevails to this Day in China, came originally from 
. Egypt. The ſame may be affirmed of the Worſhip 
the Chineſe paid antiently to Cælus, which is their 
rincipal Deity ; the Egyptians having given that 
ame to Noah, whom they acknowledged to be 
the Chief among the Gods. I have now no more 


to add, than my Wiſhes that you may be pleaſed 


with theſe Reſearches, which have ou me an Op- 

portunity of ſhowing how much I am devoted to 

you; and that there is nothing which I would not 
undertake, to prove my ſelf ſincerely, 


SIR, 6c, - 
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LETTER III. 


Monſieur H ** * 


On the moſt antient Gods or Kings of 
Egypt, and on the Antiquity of the 
frſt Kings of Babylon and China, 


"IE 


STIR, - 


Now do my ſelf the Honour to write you a 
third Letter, withour your requeſting ic, and 
poſſibly without your expecting another from me; 
but after peruſing my two former, I fancied you 
would not be diſpleaſed at my communicating to 
ou the Diſcoveries-I have made, with regard to 
the Chronology 6f the remote Ages in which the 
antient Kings or Gods of Egypt reigned, com- 
puting from the Flood. The Connexion of my 
Reſearches, will even engage me to take notice of 
the firſt Foundation of the Empires of the Babylo- ( 
nians and Chineſe; theſe three Empires being the 

moſt antient that are come to our Knowledge. | 
But before I engage in this Enquiry, it may | 
be proper to acquaint you, that I cannot in any 
Manner agree with our modern Chronologers, 
who having within theſe two Centuries deviated 
from the Calculation of the Septuagint; eſpouſed, 
(bur with little Reaſon in my Opinion) the erro- 
neous Chronology of the Jews, which being 
- contracted 
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contracted fifteen hundred Years, cannot agree 
in any manner with the authentic Teſtimonies 
that remain of the moſt remote Antiquity. The 
only Reaſon I can give for a Variation, ſo ſud- 
den and prejudicial to Hiſtory with regard to the 
ſetling of Periods, is, that our learned Men in 
the Beginning of the ſixteenth Century, having 
applied themſelves to the Study of the Hebrew 
Tongue, were deſirous of acquiring Fame from 
their Labour and Reſearches; and yet would not 
take the Pains to enquire, whence ſo vaſt a Dif- 
ference could ariſe, as is found between the Cal- 
culation of the Hebrews and that of the Seventy, 
although the Subject was highly worthy their Ex- 
amination. Thus Scaliger having undertaken to re- 
ſettle the Æra's, and publiſh a new Chronology 
founded on that of the Hebrew, the Publick were 
but too firmly perſuaded, that *twas impoſſible 
ſo great an Author ſhould err in his Deciſions 
an Author who boaſted ſo fine a Genius, joined 
to ſo profound an Erudition, and aſſiſted by 
learned Men well ſkilled in the Oriental Tongues. 
From theſe Suppoſitions, the World gave too 
readily into Scaliger's Opinion, and thought there 
was no occaſion for their enquiring, whence ſo 
prodigious a Difference could ariſe as 1s found in 
the two Calculations. However, the Error was 
ſo flagrant, that at laſt it was perceived. Upon this, 
ſeveral of the greateſt Genius's, who had not only 
made Antiquity their particular Study, but were 
perfect Maſters of the learned Languages, having 
examined and verified all the Monuments of an- 
tient Hiſtory, were vaſtly ſurprized to find that 
the Public had ſo eaſily adopred, and as it were 
conſecrated, the Opinion of Scaliger and his Fol- 
lowers. Among the Literati laſt hinted at, Yoſ- 
ius and Father Pezron raiſed themſelves a great 


Re- 
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Reputation; beſides ſeveral other learned Men of 
my Acquaintance, whoſe Names I dare not mention. 
I ſhall not here undertake to give you the par- 
_ ticular Reaſons, which prompted theſe eminent 
Scholars to deviate from the Hebrew Calculation, 


for this would carry me to too great Lengths; 


not to mention that the Books they have writ on 
that Subject, will give you a perfect Inſight into 
it. I ſhould not have troubled you with this Pre- 


amble, but in order to acquaint you, that in the 


Enquiry I am now entering upon, with Regard 
to the three firſt Monarchies of the World, from 


the Flood, I ſhall take the accurate and learned 


Father Pezron for my Guide; and will conform 
exactly to the Chronology he has given us, in his 
Treatiſe where he has reſettled the ſeveral Periods of 
Time relating to antient Hiſtoryz and to the 
Chronological Canon annexed to that Work ; per- 
ſuaded that it would not become me, to aſſume 
to my ſelf any Part of the Glory which Father 
 Pezron has ſo juſtly acquired by his Labour and 
Accuracy. However, I have the Confidence to 
believe, that the new Proofs I ſhall add to thoſe 
he has given us in order to corroborate his Opi- 
nion, would not have been rejected by that learned 
Writer: But of this, Sir, your ſelf will be the 
beſt Judge; nor ought I to prejudice you, or any 
other Perſon who may read this Letter, in favour 


of my Opinion. I now proceed to the Motive 


which prompted me to reſume the Pen. 

Diodorus Siculus, juſtly ſurprized at the prodigi- 
ous Number of Years which the Egyptians and Baby- 
lonians aſcribed to the Antiquity of their Monarchies, 
could not be perſuaded that thoſe Years were 
ſolar ones, and ſuch as we compute by; this made 
him obſerve, in the firſt Book of his Hiſtory, 
that the firſt Zgyptians computed their Years three 
different Ways; and we may preſume, that the 
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Cbaldeans and Babylonians calculated Time in the 


ſame Manner as the Egyptians. Among ſome, 
ſays this Author, the Year conſiſted of the Re- 


volution of each Moon in Particular. Others com- 


puted them by the Duration of each Seaſon, of 
which they had but three during the ordinary 
Courſe of our Year; and others again, computed 


them as we do, by the Revolution of the Sun, be- 


ginning their ſolar Year in the Month of Septem- 
ber, from an opinion that the World was created 
in that Month, in which the ſeveral Things the 
Earth brings forth, are mature; fit for gathering; 


and for the Nouriſhment of Man, who could hardly 
have ſubſiſted, had not ſuch a Succour been in- 


dulged him by Heaven. But *tis probable, that 
the People of this Country in that Age, were not 
yet acquainted with the different Situation of Cli- 
mates; and that they argued in this Manner, merely 
from the Knowledge of the Country in which Pro- 
vidence had placed them. 

The firſt of theſe Computations, prompted me 
to calculate the ſurprizing Number of Years which 
the Ægyptians, from a Principle of Vanity, aſcribed 
to the Antiquity of their Nation, by ſuppoſing 
each of their Years to be lunar Ones ; and in com- 
puting how many ſolar Years would ariſe from 


Theſe lunar Ones, ſuppoſing each ſolar Year, as 


among us, to conſiſt of three hundred ſixty five 
Days, five Hours, forty nine Minutes ; or rather 


according to the common Calculation of the E- 


gyptians, viz. of three hundred ſixty five Days 


Now from the moſt exact Calculation which J 


have been able to make, it appears, that takin 


the Egyptian Years for lunar Ones, and reduci 


them into ſolar Years, the Number of Years re- 


ſulting from this, does not differ very much from 
the Computation of Father Pezron, in his TRE 
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tiſe abovementioned; nor from the Number of 


Years he aſcribes to the Duration of the Egyptian 
Monarchy, ſince the Flood and even the Creation. 
This you your ſelf, Sir, will agree with me in, 
if you will but take the Pains to peruſe attentively 
the Particulars I ſhall take notice of in this Letter. 
I ſhall eſtabliſh the Reduction of lunar Years into 
ſolar Ones, on the juſt Suppoſition that every 
Revolution of the Moon conſiſts of twenty nine 
Days and ſomething more than a half, which Frac- 
tion I ſhall not take Notice of, as not being very 
material, and as I do not pretend to have made 
ſuch a Calculation as is exactly aſtronomical. 
Syncellus, who was a very curious and exact En- 
quirer into antient Chronology, has preſerved an 
Extract of an Egyptian Chronicle; by which it 
appears, that this Nation computed 36525 Years 
before the Reign of Menes, who is ſaid to have been 


the firſt who was called King in Egypt, and was 


doubtleſs the firſt of the Pharaohs; for before 
this Monarch, as I have ſhewn in my preceding 
Letters, we are to compute the Reigns of the 
Gods, Ham, Cuſh, Ofiris, Iſis and Orus, among 
whom I ſhall] divide the Years elapſed from the 
Time of Ham's coming into Egypt, rather by 
Conjecture, than from any certain Knowledge I 
have of that Matter; Hiſtorians not having left 
us any Particulars relating to this Subject which 
may be depended upon. If we reduce theſe 36525 


lunar Years in folar Ones of 365 Days, (according 


to the Egyptian Calculation) they make exactly 
2051 of our ſolar Years, and 183 Days more, 
which we are to compute from the Creation of the 
World to the Beginning of Menes's Reign. Father 
Pezron ſuppoſes but 2904 Years to the Reign of 


Menes, in which we differ only 47 Years : which 
1s ſo inſignificant a Difference thar I ſhall not reject 


his Calculation, conſidering the great Number of 
5 Years 
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Years he ſuppoſes from the Creation of the World 
to the Flood, and from the Flood to the Reign 
of Menes. On the contrary, this is a new Proof 
by which that Father might have corroborated 
his Reaſon, why he prefers the Calculation of 
the Septuagint to that of the Hebrews; ſince, by 
the Extract of this antient Chronicle thus calcu- 
lated, we prove that the antient Egyptians com- 
puted to the Reign of Menes, forty ſeven Vears 
more than what he aſſigns to this firſt King in 
his Canon. This Ara of Menes being thus found, 
I need only compute the Years which paſt from 
the Flood to the Beginning of his Reign, in order 
to allot the Number of Years which was neceſ- 
fary for the Children of Noah to multiply ; and 
the Time which we ſhall allow thoſe Children, in 
order, for their peopling Egypt, and the other 
Countries which God had appointed for their Re- 
ſidence. The Ara of the Reign of Menes, with 
the Difference only of forty ſeven Years which I 
compute more than Father Pezron, will ſhow that 
this learned Man had greater Reaſon to adhere 
to the Calculation of the Sevency than to that of 
the Fews, which is certainly erroneous. 

I here may be asked, in what manner I can ex- 
plain the reign of the Sun and that of the Aurites. 
My anſwer is, I have already declared, that by 
the 30000 Years of the Sun's reign, we are to un- 
derſtand the number of Years which preceded 
the reign of Ham or Salurn, which I have reduced 
to 2426 Years, of 365 Days each; and as our 
Chronicle does not diſtinguiſh exactly the Reign of 

the Aurites from that of the Sun, we may pre- 
ſume that theſe Aurites were the People who in- 

habited Egypt before the Flood. 29 
Wich regard to the twelve Gods who reigned in 
. Saturn's time, and jointly with him, 'tis no very 
eaſy matter to diſcover their Names: However, 
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there is no room to doubt but they were Saturn's 
Children or Grand-Children ; whence I am in- 
duced to believe, that they may be named in the 
order following: Saturn or Ham; Cuſh or Fupi- 
ter; Phut or Pluto; Meſraim or Neptune; Pan, 


Oſiris the youngeſt of Saturn's Children; Mars, 


Apollo, Mercury, Vulcan, Hercules, and Typhon, all 
Sons of Jupiter; although to confeſs the Truth, 


there might have been others which are not come 


to my Knowledge. | : 
I fancy, Sir, you'll not be diſpleaſed, to fee at 
one view the ſeries of Years as J have drawn them 


up, and which I affigned to thoſe firſt Gods or 


Kings of Egypt, from the Flood to Menes, who 
is ſaid to have been the firſt Man that reigned 
over this famous Country; and for this reaſon I 
ſhall here add a ſmall Table of the Series. With 
reſpect to the particulars which relate to the Hiſ- 
tory of Egypt, (to begin it by Menes) you will find 
it amply deduced in Father Pezron's Treatiſe con- 
cerning the Chronology of remote Ages. 


| Years. 
Years of the World to the Flood. 2256 
Ham leaves the land of Shinar. | 250 
Ham dwells in the land of Canaan. 20 
Ham reigns in Egypt. 160 
Cuſb before he goes into Ethiopia. 31 
Oſiris reigned. | 60 
Is reigned, after the Death of Oſiris 40 
Orus reigned. _ 87 
Total 290 


This Calculation is conformable to that of Fa- 
ther Pezron, who computes 2904 Years to the 


Reign of Menues; I having choſe to follow this 
learned Author, rather than perplex his Chrono- 


logy» 
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logy, by an addition of forty ſeven Lears more, 
which I found by the antient Chronicle of the 
Egyptians, in the calculation I drew up. According 
to this computation, Menes did not begin to reign 
till ſix hundred forty eight Years after the Flood; 
and thoſe I mentioned before him, in proportion 
to the Years they reigned ſeverally, as ſettled 
above. 33 
According to the old Chronicle abovemen- 
tioned, the reigns. of the eight Kings or Demi- 
Gods whoſe Names are not mentioned in it, take 
up juſt 217 Years. But as in my two former 
Letters, I ſuppoſe that Cab the Son of Ham, or 
Saturn; Ofiris, Iſis and Orus reigned before Me- 
nes in Egypt, I ſhall aſcribe to the reigns of theſe , 
four Gods or Demi-Gads; theſe two hundred and 
ſeventeen . Years, : which is too ſhort a ſpace of 
time, to ſuppoſe them Lunar Years as I did the 
36525 Lears which are ſaid to have paſt till Me- 
nes's Reign. I preſume that this diviſion ought 
to be made in manner following. Cuſb having 
left Egypt, in order to go and ſettle in Ethiopia, 
as I hinted in my firſt Letter, I believe we are 
not to ſuppoſe that he reigned above thirty or 
forty Years in Egypt. In caſe he reigned but thir- 
ty in it, and that I add threeſcore to that of O.i- 
ris, and forty Years to Is. after the death of 
that Prince; there will remain eighty ſeven Years 
for the reign of Orus, Predeceſſor to Menes, which 
will juſt make the number of Years that the 
Chronicle in queſt ion aſcribes to the reigns of the 
Gods or Demi-Gods, that is two hundred and 
ſeventeen Years. 

There ariſes however a difficulty in this calcu- 
lation, which it is incumbent upon me to reſolve, 
viz. that this Chronicle aſſigns 217 Years to the 
reigns of eight Gods or Demi-Gods, whereas I 
have ſuppoſed only _ But tis not probable 
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that thoſe Gods reigned ſucceſſively ; Man's Life 


being, in that. age, much longer an at preſent, 
as appears from the long Life which the antient 
Patriarchs enjoyed. _ 

There muſt then have been four of theſe De- 
mi- Gods who reigned over particular Kingdoms, 
at the ſame time with the four J juſt now menti- 
oned. If their Names are asked me, I anſwer, that 
two of them cannot raiſe the leaſt Difficulty, 
viz. Phit and Meſruim, both Sons of Ham, 
on each of whom, a part of Egypt was beſtowed, 
after the deceaſe of their: common Father. As 
for the two other Demi-· Gods, it would be difficult 

for me to diſtinguiſh them among the Children 


of Cuſb, uho reigned in Cities they themſelves 


had built, and which were called after their Names. 


But were I to follow my on private opinion, I 
ſhould ſuppoſe them to be Apollo and Mercury, 


who made a very conſpicuous Fi TY in the Teigns 


of Oſiris and Iſis. 


I muſt ewe, Wesen 1 towards 


the Flood, compute the Tears which our Chroni- 


ele aſſigns to the reign of Ham or Saturn in Egypt, 


which it makes 3984 Years. As ſuch a number of 
Years appears exceſſive, I find myſelf obliged to 
fuppoſe them Lunar Years, which amount to three 
hundred and twenty two of our common Years, of 


three hundred and ſixty five Days each. To this 


number I reduce the reign of Saturn, and of the 
twelve Gods or Demi-Gods above-mentioned: 
There will be found 529 Years, from the begin- 
ning of Saturn's reign to that of Menes; and from 


the Flood, which Father Pezron fixes to the. 


Year of the World 2256, to Saturn's coming in- 
to Egypt, 109 Years. But as my calculation to 
the reign of Menes, exceeds that of Father Pez- 


ron by 47 Years, I may ſuppoſe, to the Reign of 


Zalurn, 156 Years from the Flood ; which ſtill 
| — appears 
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appears to me too ſhort a Time for Ham or Sa. 


— 3 17 ae had Perſons enough ſprung from 
his thfee Sons, to undertake the Peo- 
PS. of the land. of Conaan and the Kingdom 


ok don er can 3 an increaſe of ſome Years, 
by the Aſſtance; of the antient Chronicle of the 
Egyptians, inaſmuch as it ſuppoſes 30000 Years 

ore the reign of Saturn; which being reduced 
into Lunar Years, produce 2426 of our common 
Years, from which if I ſubſtract 22 56 Years for the 
time of the Flood, there will remain 170 Years 
tor dhe abode © of fem and of his 7 in the 
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haye . — to upwards. of two hand red thou- 


fagd. Perſons, if we were deſirous of computing 


it, with reſpect: to the long Life which Mankind 
ape thoſe infant Ages; but 'tis impoſſible 
to fix with. exactneſs, the ſeveral events which 
happened from the Flood to the reign of Menes, 
which is our Fra. Twill be enough that we 

take notice of the moſt remarkable periods of it. 
*Tis doing; ng; a great deal, for us to fill up the 
Chaſms of 1 it, becauſe of the few Lights we have 
into: —— remote an 3 Were 1 at Liberty 
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Ham and Fapheth, did not leave the Plains in the 


land of Shinar, in order to go and People the dif- 
ferent parts of the Earth which were aſſigned them, 
till an hundred Years before the Death of their 
common Father, two hundred and fifty Years 
after the Flood, That Ham went firſt into the 


land of Canaan, in order to ſettle a Colony there; 


that from thence he went into Egypt, about four- 
ſcore Years before the Death of the Patriarch 
2 Noch; 
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Noab; and that he reigned but an hundred and 


ſixty Years, although this diſagrees with the old 


Chronicle in queſtion, _ 5 | 
I ſhould be very much tempted to divide and 
allot, according to my own. fancy, the years which 
were between the Flood, and the beginning of 
Menes's Reign, and I would diſtribure it in the 


manner following. I firſt would ſuppoſe that 


Noah the Patriarch dwelt an hundred Years on 
the Mountains, after his coming out of the Ark, 
and the withdrawing of the Flood. During theſe 
hundred Tears, his Family, and the Children of 
his three Sons Shem, Ham and Fapheth began to 
multiply. I would affign another hundred Years 
for the abode of this Patriarch in the plains of 
Shinar, to complete the increaſe of his Children's 


Children, whoſe number ſhould be ſo greatly in- 


creaſed, that I would ſuppoſe this land was not 


able to ſubſiſt them. I would ſuppoſe *twas at 


the expiration of theſe two hundred Years, that 
Noah, in the Name of God, had divided the 


Farth between his three Sons, aſſigning Aa and 


the Eaſt ro Shem ; the North to Fapheth, and the 
Regions of the South to Ham, as may be inferred 
from the Book of Gene/is. . 

I would lay it down as a Truth, that theſe 
three Sons of Noab obey'd in that Age the com- 
mands of God, which their Father had declared 
to them; for otherwiſe it would have been im- 


poſſible for ſo great a number of People as ſprung 


from them, to have found Food ſufficient for 
them, in the Plains of Shinar. We may never- 
theleſs ſuppoſe, that Noah continued there till 
his Death, together with ſome of the Poſterity of 
his Sons, and particularly with Nembrotb or Nim- 
rod the Son of Cuſb, Son of Ham, who would not 
follow either his Father or Grandfather ; and who 
afrerwards aſſumed a tyrannical Power over thoſe 


who 


__ 
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who adhered. to him, and who encreaſed ſo pro- 
digiouſly, that after the Death of Noah, they were 


put to the ſame inconvenience as their Fathers, 


Shem, Ham and Fapheth ; 1. e. that the Land 
they dwelt in could not produce Food ſufficient 


for them, as we are told in the Book of Genefis. 


Theſe, before they ſeparated in order to go in 
ſearch of other Countries, formed the mad de- 


ſign of building a ſtupendous Tower, which 
they intended to carry as high as the Skies; but 
this wild project was quite defeated by the con- 
fuſion of Tongues; ſo that being no longer able 


to underſtand one another, they were forced to 
ſeparate and go in ſearch of other Countries, in 
which they might. ſubſiſt. .*Tis to this Period 


that we are to fix the end of Nimrod's Reign, and 


probably the end of his Life, in caſe it reached 


ſo far. | 


Father Pezron fixes the Era of the confuſion 


of Tongues at the Birth of Phaleg, the Son of 


Heber, which he proves happened the Vear of the 
World 2787; five hundred thirty one Years af- 


ter the Flood. This will be of ſervice to me in 


fixing the beginning of the Empire of the Baby- 


lonians or Chaldeans, as I ſhall ſhow in the Sequel. 
But as we are here upon the Egyptians, and the 
Reigns of their firſt Gods or. Kings, I ſhall divide 
among them, to the beſt of my Capacity, the 


time that elapſed from Ham's departure out of the 
Land of Shinar, to the Reign of Menes; and the 
manner in which I pretend to do it is as follows, 
I before hinted, that I preſumed Noah's three 
Sons, Shem, Ham and Fapheth, had quitted, and 
were ſeparated from their common Father about 
two hundred Years after the Flood, in order to 
go and people the World, each his ſeparate way ; 
Shem in Aſia, Ham in Africa, and Japbet in Eu- 
rope, and in the North parts of the Earth. Tis 

6 OS. + 7 "9D therefore 


i 
| 
4 
* 
pes 
i l 
Va 
2 
15 ＋ 
1 
* 
By 
Wy 
[74 
41 
'* 
1 
0 
A 
1 
1 


— — — — — 
r — - I P 


8 — VS 8 
” \ 2 IE — I 


yon A. k 2 ba En ' * : — 2 CE I A ———— or — 3 r 
— — ES, 5 — RE En — — 2 8 5 - = 8 "mw 
1 " 3 _ 3 1 2 — 2 TE mo TO ET Sox Ss en ct RES oo; Rn - 


1 
if 
| 
| 
ö 
4 
; 

| 
N 


p —— — 
3 BO we nent 


1863 


therefore at the fame time that Ham ſet out; by 
the way of Syria; and coming into Paleſtine, and 
the Country adjacent, he, after making ſome ſtay 
in it, leſt his Son Canaan there, from whom that 
Country was called. Ham purſuing his Lone 


by the way of Mount Libanus, on that ſide whic 


lies towards Arabia, had a Son there, who was 
born in a Place where, in remembrance of his 
Birth, a City was built, to which the Name of 
Ye was given; whence Oſiris, who is the Son 

n Queſtion, was called Diomyfivs, that is to ſay 


| God of Nyjus. 


Ham purſuing his Journey came into E 2957 
where he dwelt, died there, and was worthipped 
by the Name of Saturn. 1 believe we may very 
wel ſuppoſe that this Journey took up twenty 
Years ; for, conſidering the great number of Peo- 
ple who accompanied him; the vaſt difficulty of 
opening Ways and Roads to themſelves in Coun- 
tries which were become almoſt impaſſable ſince 


the Flood; the different abodes he was obliged 


to make in ſeveral Places; from all theſe Circum- 
ſtances ir may be preſumed, that they did not tra- 
vel very faſt ; eſpecially as they had not any rea- 
fon which ſhould obhge them to this. Thus 
here are rwenty or twenty one Years to be added 
to the two hundred fince the * 

In this manner we ſhall have two hundred Years 
more, which we muſt allot to the Reign of Saturn 
and of the twelve Gods, whom the antient Egyp- 
zian Chronicle declares to have reigned with him 
but as the abovementioned Chronicle- does not 
ſpecify their Names, we are at liberty to chuſe 
among his Children and his Children's' Children, 
ſuch as may have come to our Knowledge. I 
therefore ſhall - firſt Name Cyſp or Jupiter, Phut 
or Pluto, Meſraim or Nepfune; Pan, Ofiris the 


1909925 of Saturn's Sons 3 > Mars, — Mercu- 
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ty, Vulcan, Hercules and Typbon, all Sons of Ju. 
piter; although to ſay the truth, there may have 
been others, who might be ſubſtituted in the 
room of thoſe I named, but their Names are un- 
known to me. In caſe Goddeſſes might be ad- 
mitted, we ſhould find Rhea, 1/is, Diana, Venus, 
Minerva and Latona ; but I fancy *twill be bet- 
ter to reſerve part of them, for the Age of the 


Reigns of the eight Gods or Demi-Gods, which 


the Old Chronicle declares to have, laſted juſt 
two hundred and ſeventeen Years ; becauſe, as I 
have already obſerved, ſeveral of theſe pretended 
Deities reigned in Cities to which they had given 
their Names. SST | 
I am therefore now to divide the two hundred 
and ſeventeen Years: of the Egyptian Chronicle, 
among all the Monarchs who reigned in Egypt 
after Saturn's Death; viz. between Cuſh or Fu- 
piter 3 Oſiris, is and Orus the laſt of the Gods, 
who by his Death left the Kingdom to Menes, 
who is the firſt Mortal that is ſaid to have reigned 
over all Egypt, becauſe he was not Son, either to 
Orus who was his Predeceſſor, or to thoſe who 
had reigned before him, on whom the Title of 
Gods had been beſtowed. To make this partition, 
I find no more (effectively) than four Perſons who 
governed Egypt by the Title of Gods or Kings, 
and theſe are Jupiter or Cuſb, Ofiris, Iſis and Orus, 
Nevertheleſs the ancient Chronicle declares that 
there were eight. I can very eaſily find ſix, ſince after 


the Death of Saturn, Egypt was at firſt divided be- 
tween the three principal Sons of Ham, viz. Cuſb, 


Phut and Meſraim. With regard to Phut, I have 
already obſerved that he had left Egypt, in order 
to go and people Africa, fo far as the ſtraits of 
Gibraltar; and that Meſraim was ſettled in the 
Country towards og properly 'fo called, and 
had gone ſome time after into the Iſland of Crete: 
TO. G 4 9 but 
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hither, as I obſerved in my firſt Letter, 


18]. 


but *ris no lefs certain that boch of them reigned 


in Egypt, during a pretty conſiderable ſpace of 
Time. In this manner I don't find, (to complete 
the number of eight) any Perſons who made a 
more conſiderable figure in thoſe remote Ages 
than Apollo and Mercury, the latter of whom ſome 
Authors declare to have been ranked in the Ca- 
talogue of the Kings of Egypt. But the Truth 
is, although theſe had a ſhare in the Government 
during their Life, they yet did not enjoy Sove- 
reign Power, except over ſuch particular Cities 
as they had built; they acknowledging a Power 
ſuperior to their own, during the reigns of Jupiter, 
Ojiris and Iſis. From what is here advanced, 1 
believe it may not be improper to make a ſecond 
enumeration of the Reigns of the firſt Gods or 
Kings of Egypt, a lictle different from that I be- 
fore made, with reſpect to the two hundred and 
ſeventeen Years of the ancient Chronicle above- 


mentioned, I therefore will aſſign to the Reign 


of Cufh, (i. e. Jupiter) forty Years till his leaving 
Egypt, in order to go and people Ethiopia, where 
he ſpent. the remainder of his Days. I'll aſſign 
threeſcore Years to the Reign of Oſiris, fifty to 
that of Is, and the remaining fourſcore and ſe- 
ven Years to the Reign of Orus. 

With regard to Phut and Me/raim's coming out 


of the Land of Egypt, I believe I need not be at 
any pains upon that Account; ſince with regard 
to Phut, he ſignalized himſelf more in Africa, 


and that Meſ+aim left his Deſcendants but a very 
inconſiderable = of Lower Egypt, over the 
greateſt part of which Oſiris extended his Power. 


The Circumſtance I can preſume from thence is, 


that they could not have quitted Egypt but about 


the time that Cy/b, whom I called Jupiter, tra- 


velled into Ethiopia in order to carry a Colony 


With 


[89] 
With regard to the diſtribution of the Years 
elapſed from the Flood to the reign of Menes, 
who is ſaid to have been the firſt Mortal who 
reigned in Egypt, I own it to be entirely arbi- 
trary 3 but *tis ſufficient for me to have laid down 
the Plan of it, and to have given a hint for the 
filling up of the Chaſms, which would be found in 
the Hiſtory of thoſe remote Ages, in caſe Wri- 
ters did not make uſe of ſuch an Expedient. 
?*Tis not enough, Sir, for me to have ſettled 
ſome order in the Succeſſion of the firſt Gods or 
Kings of Egypt, ſo well as the gloom and obſcu- 
rity of the Hiſtory of thoſe Ages would enable 
me to do; for I ſhall alſo endeavour to do che 
ſame with reſpect to the firſt Kings who eſtabliſh- 
ed their Empire over Chaldea and the City of Ba- 
bylon. I will own, that I have not many ſolid 
Proofs, to ſupport what I ſhall venture to aſſert 


on that Subject, it not being poſſible to find any 


where there are none. But then I will ſupply 
the want of theſe Proofs and Teſtimonies, by ſuch 
plaufible reaſons as will be ſtrong enough, to make 
the ſeveral Particulars which I ſhall preſume to lay 
down in this letter, ſufficiently probable and ſa- 
tisfactory. 
»Tis well enough known, that the Babylonians 
and Egyptians for ever diſputed on the anti- 
quity of their Monarchies, and that there has 
been no poſſibility of reconciling them, with re- 
gard to the Pretenſions which thoſe Nations had 
formed of their reſpective Antiquity. Methinks, 
had I been to judge in this Diſpute, I could with 
very little difficulty have ſatisfied both; ſince ?tis 
very probable, that Nimrod did not begin to at- 
tempt a ſupreme Power over Chaldea, but at the 


time that Ham his Grandfather eſtabliſhed his in 


Egypt. Father Pezron tells us with great proba- 
bility (which even is ſupported by ſeveral Autho- 
in. . ; ou 
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rities) that Shem, Ham and Japbeib had left the 


Plains of Shinar, long before the confuſion of 
Tongues, which happened at the birth of Phaleg, 
Son to Heber, the Year of the World 2787, the 
83 iſt after the Flood. Theſe three Patri- 


archs having obeyed the orders of God, who had 


commanded them to go and people the whole 


Earth, the ſeveral Countries of which he had divi- 
ded among them ; I have placed this Separation 


of the deſcendants of Noah, to the two hundredth 
Year after the Flood; an hundred Years before 
the Death of this Patriarch, as I judged it moſt 
convenient. 

This being laid down, it cannot be ſaid that 
Nimrod could begin his Reign before the departure 
of Ciſb his Father, and Ham his Grandfather, 
We may even naturally ſuppoſe, that Nimrod had 
not at firſt a multitude of People about him; for 
it may be preſumed that ſuch only abode with 
him, whoſe humour and character reſembling his 
own, would not follow his Father, his Grandfa- 
ther, and his two Great Uncles; which is the 
reaſon of my aſſerting, that he could not have 


founded his Monarchy before that of Ham his 
Grandfather, I even ſhould be greatly inclined to 


believe, that he was not able to ſettle his Sovereign- 


ty under any regular Form, till long time after 


Ham's coming into Egypt, which I would extend 
till after the Death of Noah, in caſe I was al- 
lowed to do it. Nimrod might alſo have reigned 
an hundred and fourſcore and one Years in Baby- 
lon, that is, till the confuſion of Tongues, which 
muſt have put an end to his Monarchy, and even 
to his Life, as is moſt probable. For there is no 
reaſon to believe, that he could have extended his 
Sovereignty farther over a People, whom God 
reduced to the neceſſity of abandoning their Coun- 
try, by an event of fq, extraordinary, ſo aſto- 


1 


4 hy 


11 


[91] 
Hiſhing a nature as that of the Confuſion of 
Tongues. | | | 
In the tenth Chapter of Geneſis, we have the 
true Character of Nimrod, but nothing is there 
mentioned of his Life or Reign. The Words are 
theſe; And * begat Nimrod: he began to be 
2 


a mighty one in the Earth. He was a mighty Hunter 


| before the Lord: wherefore it is ſaid, even as Nim- 


rod the mighty Hunter before the Lord. And the 


Beginning of his Kingdom was Babel, (Babylon) and 


Erech, and Accad, and Calneb, in the Land of 
Shinar. This 1s the Extent of the Kingdom or 
Empire of Nimrod, which could not have extend- 
ed farther than the Country he was able to people 
with the Perſons only who remained with him; 


and indeed we are told in the ſame Chapter, that 


Aſhur went forth of the abovementioned Land of 
Shinar, and built Nineveh, and the City Rehoboth, 
and Calab, and Reſen between Nineveb and Calab; 
all which gave riſe toa new Empire that afterwards 
ſpread over all Aria, in the Manner we ſhall 
declare hereafter. This Departure of Aur from 
the Land of Shinar, is a certain Proof that Ham. 
and his Children left the abovementioned Country 
long before the Confuſion of "Tongues, as was 
before obſerved, | 
The People who had followed Nimrod, and ſub- 
jected themſelves to his Authority, having formed 


the ridiculous Deſign to build the Tower of Babel, 


which drew upon them the Wrath of God, who 
nevertheleſs contented himſelf with obliging them 
to diſperſe in other Countries by confounding their 
Speech ; the Conſequence of this muſt have been, 
that the Land of $hinar remained defert and un- 
inhabited; whence I ſaid, that this Event muſt 
have put a Period to his Life and Reign at the 
ſame Time, that is, at the Birth of Phaleg, which 
happened, according to Father Pezron and his 


Chronology 
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-Chronology which I follow, the Year of the World 


2787, and the five hundred and thirty firſt Year 


after the Flood. But as there would be too great 
an Interval between the Reign of Nimrod, and 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Empire of the Myrians, 
which could not have begun till about the End of 
the Patriarch Abrabam's Life, (as I pretend to 
prove) and that the Babyloniaus would be in the 
wrong to aſcribe ſo remote an Antiquity to their 
Empire as they have done, in caſe there had been 
an Interregnum of more than eight hundred 
Tears; I find my ſelf obliged, in order to juſtify 
them, to have recourſe to Memoirs different from 
thoſe which have been made uſe of, and to add 
my own particular Conjectures to theſe. 
According to the Opinion of the Greek Hiſtorians, 
as I before hinted in my ſecond Letter, Belus who 
reigned in Babylon, and to which they even pretend 
he gave his Name, was the Son of Neptune or 
Nathpubim, whom I declared to be Son to Me/- 
. raim and Grandſon of Ham. If we follow this O- 
Pinion, we then muſt be obliged to ſay, that the 
Belus who founded the Empire of the Ayriaus, to- 
wards the End of Abraham the Patriarch's Life, is 
not the Belus who founded the Empire of the Baby- 
lonians, upwards of ſeven hundred Years before that 
of the ¶Mrians; this is what I am attempting to 
prove, that is, ſo far as the Gloom which over- 
ſpreads ſo remote an Antiquity will permit me to do. 
_ Father Pezron relates, after Euſebius Syncellus and 
Julius Africanus, that thirteen Kings reigned in 
Babylon before the Belus who founded the AHrian 
Empire, which agrees with the Opinion of Di- 
odorus Siculus, Theſe antient Authors have pre- 
ſerved all their Names (one excepted, ) and the Du- 
ration of their Reigns. Of theſe thirteen Kings, 
ſeven were Chaldeans and fix Arabians : but it 
may not be improper to inſert their Names, and 


the 


il. 


che Years they reigned in this Place. The firſt King 


of the Chaldeans or Babylonians is Evechous, whoſe 
Reign was but of ſix Years and eight Months ; the 
fecond is Chomdraolus, who reigned but ſeven Years 
and eight Months. The third is Porus who 


- reigned thirty five Years. Necbubes, the fourth 


King, reigned _ forty three Years. The fifth is 
Abius, who. reigned forty eight Years. Oniballes 
is the ſixth, who. reigned forty Years. The ſe- 


venth afid laſt of theſe Chaldean Kings is Chinzirus, 
who reigned forty five Years. All theſe Reigns 


added together, amount to 225 Years, 4 Months. 
After theſe ſeven Chaldean Kings, the Names 
and Reigns of the fix Arabian Kings are ſet down in 
We following. Mardecentes reigned forty five 

ears. We don't meet with the Name of his Suc- 
geſſor, but tis ſaid he reigned forty Years. The third 
is Si/imordachus who reigned twenty eight Years, 
Nadius or Nabius is the fourth, and he reigned 
thirty ſeven Years. The fifth is Paranus, who 
reigned” forty Yeats, and the ſixth is Nabonanus 
who reigned twenty five Years. The Sum. of 
theſe ſix Reigns is two hundred and fifteen Years. 
Now if we add the Reigns of theſe Arabian Mo- 
narchs to thoſe. of the ſeven Chaldee Kings, the 
amount of them will be four hundred and forty 
Years (excluding the four Months) which Number 
of Tears muſt be ſuppoſed to have been prior to 
the ſecond Belus's founding the M yrian Empire 


I call him the ſecond Belus, to diſtinguiſh him 


from the Monarch of that Name who is ſaid to 


2 be the Son of Neptune and Grandſon of Meſraim, 


whom I ſhall call the firſt Belus, whom I declare 
(with the Greek Authors) to have reigned in Ba- 


 bylon, before the Chaldee and Arabian Monarchs 


whoſe Names I repeated above; and a few Years 
after Nimrod, whoſe Life and Reign I ſuppoſed ro 


end, immediately after the Confuſion of Tongues. 


You 


— 


that the firſt Belus was ſet out from 1 7 at the 
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endeavour to take advantage of it, by ſupporting 
their Sentiments with all the Veriſimilitude poſ- 
n ee ee een e 
Tis certain that there can have been no other 
Son of Neptune called Belus than him whom I ſuppoſe 
the Son of Nathpubim, and Grandſon of Meſraim, 
who might have founded, after Nimrod, the King- 
dom of the Chaldeans ; who went from Pöhænicia 
into Chaldea, and who could have conducted a 
Colony thither in ſo remote an Age : for other- 
wiſe, the Babylonians would not have had the leaſt 
reaſon to diſpute with the Egyptians about their 
Antiquity, ſince that there had long been Kings 
in Egypt, before the Age of Abraham and the ſe- 
cond Belus, as might be eaſily proved, Now if 
tis granted that a Belus firſt founded the Baby- 


— 
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lonian Empire, it cannot be denied but that he 


lived and reigned ſeveral Centuries before this 
antient Patriarch, and before the eftabiſhment of 
meme Empire = © Let 
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Let us fay farther ; *Tis certain, that in eaſe 


Idolatry was introduced in Chaldea before the Time 
of this Father of the Faithful, who himſelf was an 


Jdolater ; that his Father and ſeveral of his Fore- 


fathers were ſo, as were alſo his Brothers and Ne- 
phews; and that Bel was the greateſt Deity of the 
Chaldeans; that the Phenicians and Canaanites 
worſhipped him under the Name of Baal, when 
Rachel carried off her Father Laban's Idols; theſe 
could be no other than Belus and Merodac, and 
even Nabo mentioned by [/aiab;. this laſt is Na- 
dins or Nados. How then was it poſſible that the 
Worſhip of this falſe God could have been intro- 
duced into Chaldea, ſo many Years before the 


Foundation of the Afyrian Empire; ſince this was 


not done, till about the End of Abrabam the Pa- 


triarch's Life? *Tis very probable, that the Belus 


of the Afſyrians has been confounded with that of 
the Chaldeans, which exifted ſeveral Centuries 
before the other, and that becauſe both . reigned 
in the City of Babylon; and that the ſecond ac- 
quired prodigious. Fame, by ſettling the Empire 
in that great and famous City. - The Worſhip 
which was there paid to Bel, reſembled very much 
that which was paid to the Theban Fupiter in E. 
gypt. We ſhall give the reaſon for this. But I don't 
find the leaſt Footſteps, in any Nation, nor even 
among the Greeks, that any chief Deity was there 
worſhipped, but what preceded the Age of Abra. 
bam. Tis true, indeed, that the Greeks paid a ſuper- 
ſtitious Worſhip to their, Heroes, to whom they 
gave the Name of Demi-Gods ; but notwithſtand- 
ing this, they yet might acknowledge,” as their 
firſt Gods, thoſe whoſe Origin we fixed to Egypt 


and the Ifland of Crete; which muſt neceſſarily 


have been about the ſame Period, in which Bel 
was honoured as a God in Chaldea,. by the Names 
of Saturn and Jupiter, as the Greets relate. = 
| he 
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= The Antiquity of theſe Apotheoſes, płoves evi. | 


dently the Antiquity of the firſt Belus, althougt 

to confeſs the Truth, the antient Hiſtorians have 
not made the leaſt mention of his Reign or Ac- 
tions. We are as much in the dark with regard to 
the Life and Actions of Nimrod; to thoſe of the 
ſeven Chaldean Kings, and of thoſe of the ſix Ara. 


; Gian Ki ngs abovenamed 3 which is not a Reaſon 


ſufficient for us to reject the Suppoſition of their 
Exiſtence. The Authors who have preſerved 
Thoſe precious remains of the moſt remote Anti- 
quity, are too venerable for us to reject their Teſ- 
timonies, or to neglect taking advantage of their 
Reſearches, ſince theſe may give us ſome Light 
into the Chronology of Infant Ages. | 
Since 1 have ventured to aſſert, that a firſt Be- 
Tus ſucceeded Nimrod, whom no Perſon (or I am 
miſtaken) has mentioned before me, I ought not 
to ſtop in fo fine a Path. For this Reaſon I will 
not ſcruple to ſuppoſe that he was ſucceeded by a 


firſt Ninus, who I conjecture was his Son; m 


Reaſons are theſe: we are told indeed in Geneſis, 
that Aßbur came out of the Land of Shinar, and 
that he built the City of Nineveb; but tis not 
there ſaid, that he gave his Name to it. On the 
other Side Hiſtorians, according to Father Pezron, 
make the ſecond Belus leave Nineveb in order to go 
and ſettle his new Sovereignty at Babylon, in order 
to make it the Capital of the Aſſyrian Empire. We 
therefore muſt believe, that the City of Nizeveh 
was ſo called, before the Age of the ſecond Belus 
and of the ſecond ' Ninus, who was his Son and 


Succeſſor : for *tis certain that the ſecond Ninys 


made the City of Babylon the Place of his Refi- 
dence, as did all his Succeſſors in the Afrian 
Empire. It therefore the City of Nineveb was ſo 
called before the ſecond Belus, I may ſuppoſe, with 
ſome probability, that another Minus muſt have 
SL given 


1971 
given his Name to it, ſince Abur its Founder had 
JW | 
I alfo can corroborate my Conjecture, concern- 
the Exiſtence of a firſt Ninus, from the Antiquity 
of the Worſhip which was paid to the firſt Belus, 
which no one but his Son could have ſettled. All 
Authors agreed, that the celebrated Zoroaſter was 
Ninus's Preceptor ; but *tis certain that this Phi- 
loſopherlived long before the ſecond Vinus. We 
are told in Hiſtory that Ninus, to recompenſe the 
Care Zoroaſter took of his Infancy and Edu- 
cation, eſtabliſhed him King of the Bafrians 
and nevertheleſs the fame Hiſtorians relate, that 
Ninus beſieged Zoroaſter in the City of Badtria; 
that he died at the Siege of that City; and that 
*twas won by Semiramis his Wife, who carried on 
the Siege after the Death of her Huſband. Now, 
what probability is there that NVinus ſhould at- 
tempt to diſpoſſeſs his Tutor of a Kingdom he 
had beſtowed upon him; and that this Philoſophet 
ſhould have given occaſion to a King, whom he 
had educated ſo happily, to declare War againſt 
him? Here follows what we are to conclude on 
this Head. | AY LOS 4 
The firſt Belus having a Son born to him (the 
firſt Ninus,) whom he was deſirous of having in- 
ſtructed in ſuch Sciences as were then taught only 
in Egypt, ſent for Zorbaſter from thence, in order to 


entruſt him with his Son's Education; and this Son 


was afterwards ſo very grateful to his Maſter, that 
he furniſhed him with Means to go and ſettle a Co- 
lony in BaFria, and lay the Foundation of a King- 
dom there. This Philoſopher ſet up a School in 
that Country, in which the Sciences were taught, 
and have been cultivated there ever ſince, thro* 
the ſeveral Revolutions of Ages, to the preſent Day. 
For tho” the City of Ba#ria has been deſtroyed 
ſeveral Times by different Conquerors, yet the 
inſtant it was repaired, Arts and Sciences began 
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to flouriſh again in it, all which they even com- 
municated to the neighbouring Provinces. We 
are not to doubt but that Zoroaſter, the firſt Foun- 
der of the Ba#rian Kingdom, made his Name ſo 
conſpicuous, that ſeveral of his Succeſſors were 

roud of aſſuming it, till Ninus the ſecond came 
and beſieged the City of Ba#ria, and that it was 
conquered by Semiramis. I ſhall corroborate this 
Proof of the remote Antiquity of Zoroaſter, that 
famous Founder of rhe Sciences in the Eaſt, where 
I treat of Fobi the firſt Emperor of China. 

I pretend therefore, that the firſt Ninus is he 
who began to cauſe his Father, the firſt Belus, ro 
be revered like a God, who ſettled a Worſhip in 
his Honour, like to that which was paid Jupiter 
Ammon in Egypt; and that Zoroaſter aſſiſted him 
in this Deſign, by telling him the Ceremonies 
that were practiſed in Thebes, in the Honours 
which were there beſtowed on the Jupiter of that 
Country; for Herodotus informs us, that there was 
little difference between them. | 

In caſe, Sir, you, touched by theſe Arguments, 
will only allow that there was a firſt Belus who 
had a firſt Ninus for his Son, I then ſhall find it no 
difficult Mattter to fill up the Chaſm which Father 
Pezron computes from the Reign of Nimrod, to the 
Beginning of the Eſtabliſhment of the Empire of the 
AHrians, by the ſecond Belus, Father of the ſecond 
Ninus. I can't point out the Time exactly, in 
which the firſt Belus began to reign in Babylon; 
but we may preſume that it was not till ſome 
time after the Death of Nimrod. Nor have I 
the l'afſt Memoirs which may aſſiſt me in 
determining the Duration of his Reign, nor that 
of the-firſt Vinus his Son. All Ican ſay of this is, 
that theſe two Reigns were prior to thoſe of the 
ſeven Chaldean, and fix Arabian Monarchs, whom 1 
mentioned before, 
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' I declared, that the Reigns of theſe thirteen 


Kings, took up four hundred and forty Years, which 
- would not ſuffice to fill up the Interval between 
the Reign and Death of Nimrod to the ſecond 
Belus, who did not begin to reign, till about the 
'End of Abraham the Patriarch's Life, near the 
Tear twelve hundred and ſeventy one from the 
Flood, and about ſeven hundred and forty Years 
ſince the Confuſion of Tongues ; ſo that ſubſtract- 
ing the-four hundred and forty Years, which the 
Chaldean and Arabian Kings reigned, there will 
remain three hundred Years for the Reigns 
of the firſt Belus and of the firſt Ninus, which is 
not fo extraordinary a Series of Years, conſiderin 

the long Life which Mankind enjoyed in thoſ 


Ages. However, I believe ſome Years might - 


be ſubſtracted from it, as for Inſtance, forty or 
fifty Years, from Nimrod to the Entrance of the 


firſt Belus into the Plain of Shinar and in Babylon 3 


by ſuppoſing him to have reigned an hundred 
Years, and the firſt Ninus (his Son) an hundred 
and fifty, which will be ſucceeded by the Reigns 
of the other Chaldean and Arabian Kings. | 
The Order and Succeſſion of Deſcents is alſo 
favourable to me, in order to prove that there 
was a firſt Belus, who founded and began an Em- 
pire in Chaldea ; for, according to the Greek Au- 
thors, this Belus was Son to Neptune; and me- 
thinks I have pretty well proved, that this Nep- 
tune was Son to Meſraim, by the Name of Nath- 
| Pubim, as he is called in Geneſis. Now if Neptune 
was Son to Meſraim, then Belus whom I pretend 
to have been his Son, mult have been cotempo- 
rary with Zis, and have begun to reign in Babylon, 
about the eleventh Year of King Orus's Reign, 
ſince he was Son of Nathpubim, the Son of Meſ- 
raim, the Son of Ham; and conſequently Belus 
was Son to Noah in the . Degree, as Orus was 
2 


17 


[ 100 1 | 
in-the like Degree, in caſe Oſiris was Grandſon an 
not Son to Noah. Theſe Periods correſpond with, 
and ate Proofs reciprocal to each other, in caſe 
we will pay any Regard to the Genealogy of theſe 
firſt Deſcendants of Noah. * 
We have beſides a Proof of the Exiſtence of 
the Kings of Arabia, in the fourteenth Chapter of 
Geneſis, which Father Pezron ſeems to have over- 
looked. But I cannot paſs it over as he has done, 
becauſe of the following Conſequence which I draw 
from it, viz. that the ſecond Belus who founded 
the Ayrian Empire, could not have begun to 
'reign, till about the End of the Patriarch's Life: 


Here follows what is related in the Chapter of 


"Geneſis juſt mentioned. | 

And it came to paſs in the Days of Amra- 
« phel King of Shinar, Arioch King of Ellaſar, 
©: Chedorlaomer King of Elam, and Tidal King of 


ec Nations, that theſe made War with Bera 


King of Sodom, and with Berſba King of Gomor- 
e rah, Shinab King of Admah, and Shemebon 
e King of Zeboiim, and the King of Bela, which is 
& Zoar. All theſe were joined together in the Vale 
'«© of Siddim which is the Salt-Sea. Twelve Years 
« they ſerved Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth 
<c Year they rebelled. "And in the fourteenth 
<< Year came Chedorlaomer, and the Kings that 
ec were with him, and ſmote the Rephaims in Aſb- 
c teroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and 
cc the Emims in Shaveth Kiriathaim. And the Ho- 
« rites in their Mount Seir, unto El- paran, which 
s is by the Wilderneſs. And they returned, and 
% came to En-miſhpat, which is Kadeſb, and 
4e ſmote all the Country of the Amalekites, and 
4 alſo the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar. 
„ And there went out the King of Sodom, and 
c the King of Gomorrab, and the King of Ad- 


<< nab, and che King of Zeboiim, and che King, 


CC of 
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« of Bela (the ſame is Zoar) and they joined Bat- 
cc tle with them in the Vale of Siddim; With 
« Chedorlaomer the King of Elam, and with Ti- 
« dal King of Nations, and Amraphel King of 


« Shinar, and Arioch King of Ellaſar: four Kings 


c with five. And the Vale of Siddim was full of 
« Slime-pitsz and the Kings of Sodom and Gomor- 
ce rab fled, and fell there; and they that remained 
« fled to the Mountain: And they took all the 
« Goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
« Victuals and went their Way. And they took 

& Lot, Abram's Brother's Son (who dwelt in Sodom) 
« and his Goods and departed. And there came 
<< one that had eſcaped, and told Abram the He- 
« brew; for he dwelt in the Plain of Mamre the 
&« Amorite, Brother of Ecol, and Brother of 
4 Ayer: and theſe were confederate with Abram. 
« And when Abram heard that his Brother was 
« taken captive, he armed his trained Servants, 
« born in his own Houſe, three hundred and 
<« eighteen, and purſued them unto Dan. And 
++ he divided himſelf againſt them, he and his 
6+ Servants by Night, and ſmote them, and pur- 


c ſued them unto Hobab, which is on the Left 


« Hand of Damaſcus. And he brought back all 
«« the Goods, and alſo brought again his Brother 
& Lot, and his Goods, and the Women alſo, and 
« the People. 


It appears by this Relation, that long before 
Abram was called Abraham, there was a Kin 


named Amraphel, who reigned in the Plain of 


Shinar; that Chedorlaomer was poſſeſſed of the 
Country of Elam which is Perfia; that there was 
a King of Ellaſar called Arioch, and particularly 


a King of Nations called Tidal. Now I find in 


the Lift of the ſix Arabian Kings abovementioned, 
that the fourth is called Tadius, who can be no 


other than he who in Genefis is called Tidal, who 


H 3 0 hag 
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had two Succeſſors, viz. Paranus who reigned 
forty Years, and Nabonadus who reigned but 
twenty five. == tt 
If the Belus who founded the Mirian Empire 
made himſelf Maſter of the City of Babylon, as Hiſ- 
torians relate, this could not be till after the Death 
or Defeat of theſe laſt Arabian Kings, that is, up- 
wards of ſixty five Years after the Victory which 
Abram the Patriarch had gained over the Kings of the 
„ee eee the King 
of Nations in Geneſis, who, in all probability, was 
Maſter and Poſſeſſor of that great City, but whoſe 
Power was already very much leſſened, becauſe 
he was loaded by a great many more neigh- 
bouring Potentates, and particularly by Chedor- 
laomer, whom he was obliged to follow, in order 
to revenge his Quarrel againſt the Kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. | | i | 
We alſo may believe, that the Dominion of Ti- 

dal's two Succeſſors increaſed ſince his Time; and 
that finally Nabonadus, who was the laſt Arabian 
King that reigned in Babylon, was ſo weak, that 
he could not make head againſt the ſecond Belus, 
who coming out of Nineveb, went and attacked 
him, and diſpoſſeſſed him of his Kingdom, which 

ave the firſt Opportunity of founding the famous 
ere of the AM rians; ſo that, to diſtinguiſh 
the two Belus's in a proper Manner, we muſt ſup- 
poſe the former to have founded the Kingdom of 
the Chaldeans, which begun ſome time after the 
Confuſion of Tongues, and the Death of Nimrod ; 
and that the ſecond founded the Arian Empire; 

and my Opinion 1s, that the only Reaſon why the 
Name Belus was given him, was becauſe he, like 
the firſt Belus, had fixed the Seat of his Empire in 
the City of Babylon, the Inhabitants of which con- 
ſidered him as the ſecond Founder thereof; and 
as Ninus his Son and Succeſſor, extended his So- 


vereignty 
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vereignty further than his Father had done, the 


ſame Name was therefore given him as to the Son 
of the firſt Belus, whoſe illuſtrious Actions he had 
imitated, all which appears to me very probable. 
This being ſuppoſed ; for our better diſovering 


the Interval of Time comprehended- between the 


Flood to the ſecond Belus, and the celebrated E- 


ſtabliſhment of the Empire of the Aſhrians, I will 


here ſubjoin a Table of the ſeveral Years which I 
would aſſign to the Reigns of the firſt Belus and 
of the firſt Niuus, together with thoſe of the ſeven 
Chaldean Monarchs who ſucceeded, and the 
ſix Arabian Kings who reigned after them. Here 
follows the Table. 


Years Mo. 


Years of the World to the Flood 2256 : © 
From the Flood, to the Death of Nim- 5 ES 
rod, and the Confuſion of Tongues 337 

Before the firſt Belus came into the? : 
Plain of Shinar abour 5 949 


Belus reigned in Babylon | 100 : O 
 Ninus reigned 130: 0 
Evechous, King of Chaldea, reigned only 6: 8 
Chomaraolus reigned but 7 * 6 
Porus reigned 33 8 
Nechabes reigned . 43 0 
Abius reigned 8 
Oniballes reigned 40: © 


Chinzirus, the laſt King of the Chaldeans, 


_ reigned > 45 2 


Mar docantes, the firſt King of the Arabians C 30 


reigned 
His Succeſſor, whoſe name is loſt, reigned 40: 0 
Siſi mordachus reigned — TH0 28 2 
Nadius or Nadal, reigned 3 2 0 


H 4 Paranus 
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Paranus reigned | 40: Q 
Nuabonadus, the laſt King of ors: bs 


In this Calculation, I have followed that of Fa- 
ther Pezron ; and ſuppoſe, with him, that the A, 


of the World 3527, and twelve hundred and ſeven- 
ty one after the Flood | 
But Father Pezron did not attend to what is 
related in Geneſis, concerning the Victory which 
Abraham the Patriarch gained over the four Kings 
who came in his Time to lay waſte the Land of 
Canaan, among whom was Nadal King of Arabia; 
which Nadal had two Succeſſors, who reigned 
ſixty five Years after him, which it may be pro- 
per to add to the Age of Abraham, at the Time 
he gained this Victory; and this muſt retard the 
Beginning of the Mirian Empire by ſixty five 
Years, which, according to this Computation, 
could not have been ſettled, but in the latter 
part of his Life, or even ſome Time after his 
Death: This I only hint at in this Place, for 
tis not my Intention to form a new Chronology, 

or to reform that of Father Pezron, in order 
4hat thoſe who ſhall attempt ſuch a Deſign, may 
give attention to it; for the only Motive of my 
writing on this Subject, was in order to corro- 
borate what ſeveral conſiderable Authors have 


| writ concerning the moſt remote Antiquity of the 


World; and to add to the Proofs they have given 
pf this, ſome Obſervations which I my ſelf have 
wade on ſo important a Subject. _ Ital 


Years Mo, 


reigned | TO 
Years of the World 3527: 2 
From the Flood 1271 : 2 


fyrian Empire began by the ſecond Belus, the Year 


might ariſe. They are commonly ſuppoſed to be 
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I ſhall not, Sir, dwell fo long on the Argu- 
ments I ſhall produce with regard to the Anti- 
quity of the Chineſe Nation, which alone is ſuffici- 
ent to prove, that the Chronological Calculation 
of the Jeus, cannot agree in any manner with 
the Antiquity of the World. The Hiſtory of 
this famous Country is ſo well connected, and the 
Succeſſion of its Kings or Empire is ſo well ſet- 
tled, without any Interruption ; that the Chineſe 
compute 295 Years before the Birth of Chriſt. 
and tho' you might look upon the Lift of the 
Chaldean and Arabian Kings abovementioned as 


merely fictitious, as ſome Authors have done, 


you yet would not have any Reaſon to doubt 
what the Chineſe have written ſo accurately on 
their Antiquity. I therefore ſhall not ſearch for 
new Proofs, but will endeavour to find out the 
Origin of the Sciences, which began to be culti- 
vated in China, ſo early as Fohi, the firſt King 
or Emperor of the Chineſe. | 1 
1 will be ſo frank as to own, that I have not 
any very authentick Memoirs to ſupport me in this 
enquiry ; and that what I write to you on this 
Subject, is founded meerly on ſome Conjectures 
which I borrowed from the Arabian and Perſian 
Authors; and on ſome Remarks I made on the 
Hiſtory which Father . Martini has given us of a 
Country, which was unknown to us till within 
a few Centuries, = 1 
To ſucceed in this enquiry, I ſhall begin, agree- 
ble to the moſt celebrated Eaſtern Hiſtorians, with 
ſuppoſing it as fact, that Zoroaſter firſt found 
out the Sciences in Chaldea, Perſia and all the reſt 
of the Provinces in the Eaſt. But as thoſe Hiſ- 
torians mention ſeveral Zoroaſters who lived in 
different Ages, it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh them, 
in order to avoid the confuſion which otherwiſe 
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fix. The firſt is the Zorbaſter who taught Aſtro- 


nomy in Chaldea, whom I ſhall chiefly take no- 
tice of. The ſecond reigned in Ba#ria, whom I 


take to be the ſame with the Chaldean Zoroaſter. 


The third is he who is ſuppoſed to have lived in 
Perſia, and I pretend that this 1s not different from 
him who reigned in Bactria, and taught the:Sci- 


ences in Chaldea. The fourth is of Pampbylia, 


the fifth of the Iſland of Proconneſus, but I ſhall 
not take any Notice of the two latter. The ſixth 
and laſt is the Zoroaſter who is ſaid to have lived 
in Babylon, in the time of Cambyſes and Pythago- 


ras; and whom 1 believe to have been called 


Zoroaſter, becauſe he taught profeſſedly the Sci- 
ences, and particularly Aſtrology. 


For the better underſtanding of my hint, you 


are to remember that I ſuppoſed a firſt Belus, 
who, after Nimrod, began the Kingdom of the 


Cbaldeans; and that this firſt Belus had a Son 


whom I call Ninus who ſucceeded him; and that 
this Son was inſtructed by Zoroaſter, whom his 


Father had ſent for into Egypt, in order to teach 
him the Sciences, which having been diſcovered 


in that Country, were not taught in any other. Now 
I am of Opinion, that this is the very Zoroaſter 
who firſt taught Aſtrology to the Chaldeans, Per- 
ſians, and Bactrians; this Science having been moſt 
eſteemed in thoſe remote Ages, after the Know- 
ledge of one only God, of a ſole and only Princi- 
ple of all things. Zoroaſter is ſaid to have invent- 
ed Magic, which in thoſe Ages was nothing elle, 
as is manifeſt from its Name in Greek, than Wiſ- 
dom or the ſtudy and practice of the Sciences. 
Nevertheleſs this Magic teaches, that there are 


| Spirits ſubordinate to the ſupreme Being, who 
govern the World by his Direction; which opi- 


nion travelled from thence into China, and is ſtill 


adhered 5 


5 


* 


adhered to by the learned Philoſophers' of that 
Country. 


The Perſian Authors, as I find by 4 Herbelot, 


pretend that Zoroaſter was cotemporary with the 
third King of the firſt Dynaſty or Race that 


was eſtabliſhed in Perſia, which: they call the 
' Dynaſty of the Pyſedadians, which, according to 


their eſtimation, was the firſt in the World, that 
is of Perſia; and which might have begun in the 
Age of him whom I call the firſt Belus, whoſe 
Sovereignty I ſuppoſe to have extended no 


farther than Chaldea. This third King of the 


firſt Dynaſty of the Pyſedadians is called Tha- 
mura, under whom Zoroaſter lived, whom all the 
learned Authors agree to have been no other than 


the Zoroaſter in Queſtion. 


There is indeed, a great diverſity of opinions, 
with reſpect to the Age in which this firlt Zaro- 
aſter lived; but I ſhall ad here to that which appears 


to me moſt probable, and agrees beſt with my Hy- 


potheſis, Taking it therefore for granted, that 
this antient Philoſopher was preceptor to the firſt 


| Ninus, and firſt taught Aſtrology in Chaldea ; 


there is no room to doubr, (reſpect being had to 


the conformity of Ages,) but that the ſame Sci- 


ence was taught in Perſia much about the ſame 
time, as Perſia is ſituated ſo near to Chaldea. I ob- 
ſerve farther, if the Zoroaſter in queſtion, was re- 
warded by the firſt Ninus with the Kingdom of 
Bactria which he had conquered, or in which he, 
at leaſt, had ſettled a new Colony ; we may pre- 
ſume that Zoroaſter only taught the Sciences in 
the City of Bactria, where they were taught in all 
Ages, and even to this Day, as in Sarmacand, and 
ſome other conſiderable Cities of the Zaft, in which 
there are Academies or Univerſities, that were 
always rebuilt, though they have been ſo often 
quite deſtroyed by different Conquerors, _ 

| * . 
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We, indeed, find in the Hiſtory of the ſecond 
Ninus and Semiramis, that this famous Princeſs - 
completed the Reduction of the City of Ba#rria, 
after the Death of the King her Huſband, who 
died at the Siege of that City; and that the Mon- 
arch who held it out a long time againſt both, is 
named Zoroaſter, King of the Ba#rians : But the 
difference of Periods will not allow us to believe, 
that this Zoroaſter was he whom the Chaldeans and 
Perſians declare to have firſt taught them the Sci- 
ences. For had their Zoroaſter been ſo modern, 
how could they have preſumed to diſpute with 
the Egyptians for this Antiquity. They therefore 
mult neceſſarily have gone much higher; and 
have aſſerted that their Sovereignty was much 
more antient than that of this ſecond Ninus, as I 
before endeavoured to prove. We therefore may 
conclude, that Zoroaſter had gained: ſo conſpicuous 
a Name, that the Kings his Succeſſors thought it 
an honour to aſſume it; or elſe, that it was always 
beſtowed on ſuch of them as were well vers'd in 
the Sciences, the knowledge of which they had 
received from the firſt Zoroaſter. | | 

If you will but allow me this Ara of the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the Sciences in the Eaſt, I ſhall 
ealily diſcover the Place where Fohi, the firſt 
King or Emperor of China, could be inftructed in 
the Sciences in queſtion, before he reigned in 
China. The moſt common and beſt received opi- 

ion is, that this Prince began his Reign, at an 
hundred and fifteen Years of Age. : > 

We are not to look upon this as an extrava- 
gant number of Years, ſince the Patriarchs in 
thoſe infant Ages, lived four or five hundred 
Years ; and that the firſt Kings of China, lived two 
or three hundred Years, which furniſhes us with a 
reciprocal proof, of the long life that Mankind 
enjoyed in China, Chaldea and other Countries; 

i 
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it being certain, that the Chineſe have not had any 
knowledge of our ancient Hiſtories, no more 
than we of their Antiquity, till within theſe two 
or three hundred Years. 
. This conformity of the very long Life which 
the firſt Kings of China (like the firſt Patriarchs 
after the Flood) is not only a Proof of the an- "0 
tiquity of that Nation, but alſo of that of other Ih 
Sovereignties; whether in Egypt, Chaldea, Perſia = | 
or Bafiria, And in caſe Aſtrology was known ill 
in China, in the time of Fohi their firſt Emperor; i 
there remains no more than to enquire, whether 1 
Aſtrology was taught after the ſame manner in 4 
thoſe different Countries; which will ſhow, that if 
it flowed from one common ſource, and was car- "WI 
ried not many Years after, among thoſe diffe- 0 
rent Nations. Tis for this reaſon, I ſhall here | i 
give the extract which Father Pezron has made of K 
the antiquity of the Emperor Fobi, the begin- i 
ning of whoſe reign he fixes at the Year of the NH 
World 2921, and before Chriſt 2952. This time = 
ſeems to me to agree with. that which I aſſigned 
to the firſt Ninus, and to the beginning of the „ 
reign of the Chaldean Kings his Succeſſors, whom - | 
we have already mentioned. Now *tis certain that A 
the Chaldeans, the Perſians, and the other Nations | 
of this Eaſtern part of the World, agree together | 
in their Calculations of the motion of the Sun, the 
Moon and other Planets, and don't reckon more 
of theſe than we do. Tis alſo certain, that the 
Emperor F0hi was the firſt who taught Aſtronomy 
to the Chineſe. e me 
The learned Father Martini the Jeſuit , who has 
given us an Epitome of the Lives of all the Chi- 
neſe Emperors to Chriſt, informs us, that Fobi 
invented Hieroglyphic Characters like to thoſe 
of the Egyptians ; farther, that he had met acci- 
dentally with a very rare and very ancient Book, 
S writ 


— — dv nes» Q TEST. = I 


r CES? K 
Wr 


ND ] Ss 
” - n 23 a 


— — — 3 — — ——ʒ— NP CES — — 
* — ——ů ů———- — —— T c«;ð—ð”²ðʃẽ 3 3 K ͤ4 „0 
by D* err r=: 7 — N : 


VO GE TEAR ES COX Un SR LEE * * 2 * < 4 


, 


— —ũ—— —— R —— — 


„„ e FA + 


— — 
— — 


eſteem than any Perfon. 


[ 220 ] 5 

writ in different Chineſe Characters, many of 
which reſemble a great number of thofe of the 
Roman Obeliſks. He even obſerved, that this 
People expreſſed the Sun by a Circle with a 
point in the Center; and to ſhow that this Em- 
peror was cotemporary with the firſt Zoroaſter, ſeve- 
ral Chineſe Miſhonaries are of Opinion, that Fohi is 
the ſame Perſon with Zoroaſter, and that he lived at 
the time of the confuſion of Tongues ; whereas we 
believe, that Zoroaſter lived not till ſeveral Centu- 
ries after that Ara, which ſeems more probable. 


According to Father Antbony Govea the Jeſuit, 


the three ſects into which the Chine/e Philoſophers 
are divided, are of much greater antiquity than 


_ thoſe of the Greek Philoſophers, thoſe deſcending 
originally from Zoroaſter the Sage, Prince of the 


Chaldeans, who taught that every thing 1s one, 
taken from the Chaos. This learned Man does 
not differ very much in opinion from us, ſince 
we take it for granted, that Zoroaſter was King of 
the Bactrians, and taught the Sciences to the Chal- 
deans. Had I, Sir, been ſo happy as to have viſited 
China, in order to ſearch for whatever may relate 
to the moſt remote antiquity of that Country, 
T don't doubt but that I ſhould have collected a 
great Number of other Proofs, to confirm my 
Opinion and my Conjectures. | 

I eam ſenfible, Sir, that this Subject would re- 


quire a much deeper erudition than I am maſter 


of, and reſearches of a much greater extent than 
thoſe I have given you in thefe Letters: But as 
in my two firſt I intended no more than to com- 
municate my thoughts to you, I have done the 


ſame in this third, with which I beg you to be 


fatisfied, and to believe that I am, with greater 


. . 


Yours Sc, 
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Atlantides, who they were, 


5 3 
N Cheron, ( River of) where ſituated, : P. 10 


Age (Golden) where ſo called, 5 
Agenor, Son to whom, 65. His Hiſtory, 66 


Alcinoe, Daughter of Atlas, 56 
Amanus, @ Mountain of Lower Syria, T 
Antzus, Governor of Ethiopia, "+" 
Anubis, Son of Ofiris, ; ibid, 
Apis, his Hiſtory, 71 


Apollo, Brother of Ofiris, 15. The inventor of 


Muſick, 16. Of the Lyre, 29. Of Phyſick and 
the Art of Propheſying, 35. 1s ſirnamed the 
Sun, 39. His Hiſtory, 40. Is worſhipped at 
Delphos, 42, 43, 44, 43. Why called the 
Sun; | 44 


Argus, who he was, 18. Why be is ſaid to have 
Had an hundred Eyes, 18, His Rebellion and 


Death, I9 
Aftarte, a Name given lo a Venus in Phoenicia, 47 
Aſterope, Daughter of Atlas, 56 
Aſtrology, its Invention, „ 3 


e 56 
Atlas, from whom deſcended, 10. Brother of Hy- 


perion, 56. Why ſaid to have ſuſtained the 


World, ibid. His Daughters, 56 
Aurites, a People of Egypt, 1 79 
ET — * 
Barca, a City of Africa, by whom built, 0 


Belus, who he was, 64. His Hiſtory, 65. Ronde 
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Buſttis, Governtr of Phoenicia, 16, His Hi iftory, 
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Canaan, Son of Ham, bis Hiſtory, 4 
Cecrops, Founder of tbe — of Athens, 69. 
Hi, Hiſtory, | 72 
Celzno, Daughter of Atlas, 36 
Cocytus, a Marſh, where f tuated, 10 
Ccelus, bis 7. | 55, 57, 58, 39 
Crete, (the and of) who was firſt King of it, 11. 
How otherwiſe called, ibid. 
Curetes, who they were, | 56, 62 


Cuſh, who he was, 2. His Hiſtory, 6, 7, 8, 38 
Cu ſlleans, a People of Ethiopia, why ſo called, 2 
ns wh a City of Africa, by whom built, 14 


| D 
Delphos, (the City of) the Temple which Apollo 
built in it, and its Inſcription, | 41 
Deucalion, his Hiſtory, 68, 69 


Diana, (he Goddeſs) Siſter to whom, 15. Twy jo 
catled were Cotemporaries, 47. Their Hiſtory, 


ibid. and 48 


Dog, why : rever'd in Egypts 16 


Egypt, the different Names by which it has been 
22 in the Old Teſtament. By whom peopled, 1 


Egyptians, fir/? invented Aftrology, 3 


Electra, Daughter of Atlas, 52 
Epaphus, who he was, 


Eſculapius, Son of Apollo, 40. Conſidered as Gd 


of Phyjick, ibid. 
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Gi jants, Sons of the Earth, 6 8: Their War againſt 


Pepiter, Are defeated Sent into Sicily, ibid. 
Gon 82 


\W' 


1 


vu 


. 


INDEX. 
Gops, tbe Egyptians give this Title to the moſt 
antient Kings, 3. Catalogue of all thoſe Gods, 48. 


Another Catalogue, _ 5 
SY his Hi iftory, I, 2, 4, 5, 6. How called oo 
tbe Egyptians, 38 
Hercules, who he was, 15, 18. His Voyage inta 
Africa, 18. His great et 2 
HFeſperides, why ſo called, 51 
Heſperus, _ 
Hyperion, Husband of Rhegina,: 55, His Death, 
ibid. 
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Inachus, firſt Founder of the Kingdom of Argos, 70 
Intendants, or Overſeers, Their original, 18 
Io, ber Hiſtory, 7 71 


Illis, who fbe was, 15. Under what Name wor- 
| ſhipped and why, 25. Her Epitaph, w . 


uno, Wife of Jupiter, 


Jupiter Ammon, whence ſo called, 7 un hie 


and under what form, 


: 49 
Jupiter /irnamed Olympius, 50. His bz: ilory 60, 


to 64 His e ibid. 
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Latona, who fbe WAS, 15. Her Hiſtory, 47. Where 
Worſhipped, ibid. Was alſo called Lucina and 
why, ibid. and 48 


Libanys, 4 Mountain of Lower Syria, 'T; 


Lucina or Luna, a Goddeſs, Siſter ta whom, 15 
Libya, by ſo called, 12 


12 Macedonia, 
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Macedonia, the Ori in of its Name, 17 
Macedo, Son of Oſiris, | es 
Magic, what, and its Inventor, 65 
Maja, Daughter of Atlas, 56 


Mars, Brother of Oſiris, recognized or the God of 


Thrace, and why, 17. His Hiſtory, 39 
Memnon, Son of whom, 44. His Hiſtory, 45 
Menes, Succeſſor of Orus, -3 5. Firſt King of 

Egypt, 35 
Mercury who he. was, 15. His Hiſtory, 19, 20, 

24, 30, 31. Sirnamed Triſmegiſtus, 29. In- 
ventor of the Fiddle, 29. Of Geometry, Of Elo- 
quence, Of Arithmelick, and of Aſtrology, 30. 

Singular Law made by him concerning the Dead, 

4233. 34. 45. 4 particular 

Law with regard to the Living, 46 
Mercury, Grandſon of Mercurius Triſmegiſtus, 


35. His actions, 36 
Merope, Daughter of Atlas, 56 
Meſraim, Son of whom, 4. His Empire, 10. His 

Voyage into Crete, 115 7s 


Meſrems, a People, why ſo call'd, 
Meſren a Name given to Egy Pt, and why, ibid. * 
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Minerva, who he tas, 15, 20. Her H iſtory, 52, 
53. Her good Qualities, ibid. 
Minos, who he was, 0 
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Neptune, whence he borrowed the Name, II. His 


Hiſtory, 2 - 


Nile, inundations thereof, 9. Its firſt Name, 20 
Nimrod, who he was, 17. Suppoſed to be Bac- 


chus, ibid. His Charader, | 91 
Ni nus, Son of whom, . 63 
Nyſa, (a City of ) why ſo called, e 14 

| 1 Noah 


Noah, what was bis ſirname, 59... Acknowledge; 


10 be the moſt-antient God, 73. His Hiſtory, 84 
Neptune, mw ſo called, 11. * Hi liſtor 75 ibid. 


Ogyges, who be x Was, | 69 
Olympus, a very high Mountain i in Theſſaly, 62 
. Oracles, of that of Apollo, 45 


Orpheus, his deſcription of Hell, 
Orus, Son of Oſiris, 15. Succeeds to the Throne of 
" Egypt, 34. W the laſt of the Gods, ibid. 
' Ofiris, his Hiſtory, 8, 14, 1y, 16, 17. Sequel of 
bis Hi iftory, 22, His Death, 23. His "PE 


Ouranos, bis Hi = | 58 I 
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Pan, who be was, 15, 49. Under what form re- 
Preſented, Son of whom, ibid. His Hiſtory, 50 

Panic terrors. Their origin, 49 

Phaeton, who he was, 

Phut, Son of whom, 2. His Hi TROP 8. Why alla 

Cod of the Dead, 9. Leaves Lower Egypt, 


and _why, 10. Goes into Spain, ibid. CalPd | 
Pluto, ibid. { 


Phut, (river of ) kw ſituated, | 2 g 
1 Phuthei, a People, why ſo called, ibid. : 
1 Planets, their Names, pf where firſt given them, 6, 7 | : 


Pleiades, their original, 

Prometheus, he inventor of Scuipture, 20. EY 
Hiſtory, 21. & Seq. 

Pyrrha, i ife of Deucalion, Daughter of whom, 2 

Pythia, origin of that name, 


Python, what, 3 l wil. 
Ram, /acred to Jupiter, and why, E 8 
0 Jupiter, . „ 
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Rhea, Daughter of Saturn, 55. Sirnam'd Pan- 


dora, ibid. 
Rhegina, ber Hiſtory, 55. Children, ibid. 
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His Hiſtory, | 36, 58, 59, 60, 61 
Satyrs, who they were, 16, 49. Why fo called, 49 
Spain, (Kingdom of) by whom Peopled, 58, Firſt cal- 


led Heſperia, and Why, ibid. 
Sybil, who was tbe firſt, 53 
5 8 
Tat or Totius the Son of Mercury, 31 
Taygites, the Son of Atlas, 25 656 
Pitea, Mother of the Titans, 1 
Fripoli, a diſcovery made near that City, 13 
Tongues, (confuſion of) their Ara, 8 
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Typhon, -who be was, 15. His Treachery, 23, 
*Death, x CREE 
Venus, Daughter. of whom, 46. Where revered, 
ibid. Muſt not be confounded with her who mar- 


ried Adonis, ibid. Her Amours, ibid. 
Venus, Goddeſs, Siſter of whom, 145 
Veſta, "Goddeſs, n 53 
Vulcan, whoſe ſon bel was, 15, 50. His Marriage, 
0 ibid. 
Wolf, why rever'd in Egypt, 16 
2 5 


Zoroaſter, inventor of Magic 65. Precepior of 
Ninus, . 97 


aerox 


For Pinax nn, read always PuAxpER: 


Saturn, firſt King of Egypt, 14. His Marriage, 59. 


Troy, by whom begun, and from whom called, 40 
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